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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 (May 14
th

 2017,   2.00pm) 

 

     AGENDA 

 

Opening Devotions 

 

Welcome  

 

Minutes of the last AGM 2016. 

 

Matters arising 

 

Communications 

 

a. Church Life 

 

1. Pastoral 

2. Sunday Worship 

3. Holy Communion 

4. Baptism, Wedding & Funeral 

5. Monthly Thursday Worship 

6. Sunday Club 

7. Crèche  

8. Youth Group 

9. Bible Study Group 

10. Fellowship Group 

11. Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship (GMF) 

12. Flower Rota 

13. Regular Saturday & Sunday Coffee 

14. Monthly Saturday Lunch and specials 

15. Worshippers feedback  
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b. Church Resources  

1. Finance General 

2. Gift Aid 

3. Lettings 

4. Other income 

5. Property General 

6. Safeguarding & Discipline  

7. Health & Safety  
 

c.        Church & Community 

 

1. Church Anniversary – October 2016 

2. Church Harvest – September 2016 

3. Flower Festival – June 24 2017 

4. Harlow Carnival – July 23 2017 

 

d. Elections 

 

1. Church Stewards 

2. Church Council Representatives 

3. HAEBEA Representatives 

 

 

Closing Devotions 
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Dear members of St Andrews, 

 

They tell me that the mantra of the stagnating church is 

 

   ‘BUT WE HAVE ALWAYS DONE IT THIS WAY.’ 

 

The epitaph of the rising church is 

 

  ‘SO WHAT, WE SHALL MOVE ON WITH NEW IDEAS.’ 

 

Time moves on; I have now completed 33 months as your minister in the 

Stow. We now, live in a vastly different world from the one occupied only almost 

3 years ago, but can we handle change in things we hold dear? 

 

Three areas I ask you to pray for act positively based on the experiences we 

gathered through the past 12 months: 

 

You and your Bible – do you read it in a holistic way, or do you read it 

phrase by phrase, and sentence by sentence in isolation from anything else you 

read? 

 

 If you do the latter you are in grave danger of reading into it what you want to 

see.  I want to suggest that as you read this most precious resource you have, you 

learn to read its essential message in the light of the very best of modern 

knowledge, Biblical Scholarship and its set up of the time. So in every life-

situation too, take time and look into it with knowledge, before you come to any 

conclusion. 

 

Do you say, but you don’t do theology, it has no relevance to your faith?  

Every time you start to explain what it is your believe you are actually engaging in 

theology.  You may be doing it well, you may be doing it badly, but doing it you 

certainly are. Theology isn’t something you learn, it is something you do. When 

you stage a ‘Christian Witness’ that is a theology, and that is in financial term 

‘transparency’, you open up yourself for others to see your inside, and the 

relationship you hold with your Creator for them to follow God. 
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And….. what about your church life?  When the young are present, are 

you prepared to listen to their needs and make sure that our church is caring for 

all, young and old, and trying to help them in their Christian journey? Church life 

isn’t about adopting one style and sticking to it, come what may.   Church life is 

about balance, and a welcoming attitude that makes everybody who crosses the 

threshold feel that this is a good place to be. Stand up for issues and concerns 

humbly for what is acceptable in the presence of God. 

 

In twelve week time my ministry among the ‘Trinity at Bowes, Palmers 

Green, N22 8RA’ begins. I pray that you would continue your faithful journey 

under the fellowship of St Andrews; it is a wonderful place to be identifying 

yourself as a member of the Methodist Church. 

 

 

God be with you and your family. 
 

 

Rev Sam & Hilda. 
 

15
th

 May 2017. 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

 

We express our thanks to Doris Dougherty for her faithful 

service as our senior communion steward for the past years; 

and welcome as our new senior communion steward  Margaret 

Nunoo.  We pray God’s blessing on her in this new role together 

with our assistant communion stewards Beth Hutchings and 

Margaret Torkildsen 

 

CRECHE 

 

Last year Barbara Spencer appealed for new help with the 

Creche and we offered our thanks to her for many years of 

service.    We are glad to welcome this year as Creche leader 

Alberta Morrison with a new team of helpers to carry on this 

important ministry of the church. 

 

POP-IN PRAYERS 
 

We meet every third Saturday in the chapel for half an hour.  

I talk to people beforehand in the coffee room and ask if they 

have any prayer requests, and I also invite them to join us.  

Sometimes, people from other churches come to share in 

prayer.  This is an informal prayer time for anyone to come and 

go during the thirty minutes.  Some like to say a prayer and 

some just listen and share in their hearts.   
 

Hazel Taylor 
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The BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
 

The Bible Study Group meets weekly at 7.30pm on a Tuesday in the 

Chapel.   During the past year we have welcomed new people joining the 

group, which is very encouraging. 

 

David Swindale leads the group and we often have a lively discussion  

around different issues and ideas.   During the year we have studied 

Samuel and had an advent course leading up to Christmas.   Having had an 

interesting lent series looking at the final week of Jesus life we are at 

present working our way through Hebrews. 

 

Susan Swindale 

 

 

HOUSE FELLOWSHIP 
 

The House Fellowship continues to meet, usually on the first Monday of 

the month, in the homes of those who are able to accommodate us. There 

are normally 9 of us. 

 

This year we have completed the US (formerly SPCK) course on ‘Migration’ 

which included studies on ‘Free movement’, ‘Trafficked labour and 

modern slavery’, ‘Life on the margins - the struggle to survive’ and 

‘Nowhere to lay his head - the refugee problem’. 

More recently we have been using as the inspiration for our thinking and 

discussion Bishop John Pritchard’s book ‘Something more - encountering 

the beyond in the everyday’. 

 

John Hutchings 
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SUNDAY ATTENDANCE 
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SUNDAY CLUB 
 

We are blessed to have many children and young people in our Church. 

Since our Church was opened over 60 years ago we have always had a 

Sunday School/Club an during this year several of our young people have 

been confirmed into membership with a few more following this 

Easter.Almost each week one of the young people has read one of the 

Bible readings during our Sunday morning worship and just before 

Christmas the children and young people took part in a Nativity Play. 

However at the end of February we had to close the Sunday Club as there 

were not enough leaders available. Fortunately help has since been 

offered and with some training and new Sunday School resources we hope 

to re-open after Easter on April 23rd if everything and everyone are in 

place. Please pray for our work with children and if you feel you have skills 

that can help us please see Margaret Torkildsen on a Sunday at Church. 

 

Margaret Torkildsen 
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PROPERTY AND FINANCE 

 

Property Report 

 

This year following on the upgrade of the fire alarm system we 

have seen the completion of the double-glazed doors and 

windows throughout the building, the renewal of the flooring in 

Rooms 3 and 4, and the purchase of the new adjustable lectern 

for the church. 

 

We need now to be looking at the redecoration of the building 

inside and out, beginning with the replacement of the wooden 

bargeboards with uPVC to save future painting of hard-to-reach 

areas. 

 

We still have outstanding an approved   grant of £3000 from 

HAEBEA to install projection/screen for the church.. 

In the meantime smaller items have been done eg. replacement 

of obscure glass in doors in Rooms 1, 3 and 4 with clear glass for 

safeguarding reasons; tiling behind bins in both kitchens for 

health and safety etc. 

 

John Buxton 
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CHURCH ACCOUNTS (Sept., 2016 – Feb., 2017) 
 

INCOME                                              2016-7                         2015-6     

Offering envelopes                            12457                          11907 

Offering loose                                       1970                            3249 

Offering (BACS)                                      900                               870 

Sunday club                                               65                               144 

Saturday coffee                                      756                               756 

Lettings                                                11105                            8299 

Donations                                                487                               869 

Other giving                                            148                               692 

Photocopy/sumdry                                  20                               518 

Special receipt                                                                             800 

JMA                                                           486                              745 

Ladies fellowship                                      79                              147 

HABEA Loan                                                                               3732 

Gift Aid                                                   6572 

Total      Receipts                         35045                      32730         

 
EXPENDITURE 

Mission and Ministry                            9000                           11000 

Gift aid refund                                          188                               239   

Donations                                                  549                               547 

Repairs and renewals                           1179                             5303 

Gas/Electricity                                        4027                             3069 

Cleaning                                                   1200 

Water                                                         672                               750 

Insurance                                                 1602                             1684 

Stationery etc                                                                                 930 

Piano/Organ tuning                                1968                              359 

Magazine/copier                                       341                              573 

Sundry/Special other                              1266                            2400 

JMA                                                              476                              435 

Ladies Fellowshi p                                     200                               200 

Transfer to CFB reserve                        10000                        

Total   Expenditure                         32664                      27546                         
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ENHANCEMENT FUND 

 

In the year ending August 2016 we had completed two major 

projects from the Enhancement Fund 

 
Flooring of Rooms 3 and  4 plus landing           £7920 

Replacement of window (Room 3) and  new doors (Howard Way )   £3650 

+ deposit for new lectern                                        £240 

 

Giving us a start balance for 1
st

 September  2016             £3974.04 

 

This year we have completed purchase of lectern              £1014   

 

Income this year 

Christmas fair  (net)                          £1149.31 

Spud and pud lunches                           310.50 

Christmas lunch (net)                            111.40 

Henry Moore School (Christmas)        300 

Anniversary meal (net)                            32 

Jam and Produce etc                              121.50 

 

Total income                                             £2032.54 

 

This gives us a balance as at 28
th

 February 2017      £4984.75       
 

Figures from Enhancement Fund Treasurer’s (Jean Gill)  reports to the 

Church  Council 



P14                 ENVELOPE SCHEME & GIFT-AID 
 

This year, members on the Envelope Scheme are issued with new style 

envelopes which are self-sealing and easy opening, aimed at giving a more 

user-friendly experience. I welcome any feedback from donors and 

counters regarding their use. 

 

The total amount collected through the Envelope Offertory Scheme, plus 

donations collected via bank standing orders, for the year 2016-17 is 

£26,367 (25,351)
1
. We thank those who have contributed to the Church 

funding in this way. 

 

The new financial year begins with the number of members on the 

Envelope Scheme (including those on standing orders) totalling 55 (51). Of 

these, 25 (26) are generating extra income for the church by putting their 

donations on Gift Aid. 

 

Thanks to the generosity of those who chose to give donations to the 

Church through Gift Aid, we were able to reclaim the sum of £6,571 from 

HMRC for the year 2015-16. This was distributed pro-rata amongst the 

four contributing groups which were able to benefit as follows:- 

 

St. Andrew’s General Fund     £6383 

Missions General Fund         £50 

Junior Mission for All          £85 

Methodist Women in Britain         £53 

 

As seen from the statistics above, it is encouraging that the number of 

members on envelopes is going up. However, the number on Gift Aid is 

decreasing. This has been the general trend for a couple of years now, and 

will have a detrimental effect on the Church’s income in future years. 

We therefore appeal to those eligible members on the Envelope Scheme to 

come forward and consider joining Gift Aid. Putting your donations on Gift Aid 

gives the church the ability to increase the value of your contributions by 

up to 25%, at no additional cost to yourselves.  
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If you want to enhance the benefit of your donations in this way, please 

contact me for further information.  

 

Andrew Wong 

Envelope Scheme and Gift Aid Secretary   
1. Numbers in brackets are from previous year for comparison. 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE (www.standrewsharlow.org.uk) 

Website Visits 

After a fall in the number of unique visitor numbers for 2015/16, these have 

nearly climbed back to the 2014/15 levels, and are now averaging about 240 per 

month. Whilst we are still receiving these from all over the world, currently, 

fewer countries are the sources of these contacts. As expected, the majority are 

from the UK (592 pages viewed in February), followed by the USA (197), China 

(47), the Russian Federation (38), and with Germany (34). 

We have the facility for visitors to contact us, but none have done so yet. 

EMail 

A number of new email addresses have been provided to Church officers during 

the past year. If your Church activity could be helped by having one of these, for 

receiving messages only, instead of using your own private address, please apply 

to me at my address below. 

Website Diary 

If your Church activity has a special event, or there is a change to a scheduled 

meeting, etc., please let me have details for inclusion in the Church's website 

Diary, as soon as possible. The email address, to send this information to, is given 

below. 

Bob Taylor  (siteeditor@standrewsharlow.org.uk) 



P16 

 

SUNDAY OFFERINGS 
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CHRISTIAN AID  

 
In 2016 Christian Aid Week, St. Andrew’s Church collected £670.00, plus 

Gift Aid tax rebate of £89.25. 

 

The breakdown is as follows: 

 

• CA Lunch :   £233.45 

• CA Coffee Morning:    £54.30 

• Envelope Donations: 

� Cash:   £183.25 

� Cheques:  £200.00 

 

The activities included Christian Aid lunch on 15
th

 May which was attended 

by 36 people; Christian Aid coffee morning on 28
th

 May; and a dedicated 

Christian Aid Sunday Service on 29
th

 May 2016. 

 

We thank everyone for their diligent effort, kind support and enthusiastic 

contributions.  We hope to maintain similar level of contribution in 2017 

and rely on your generosity.  

 

Christian Aid Week Organisers 

 

Kay Wong & Susan McKenzie 
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JMA Report 
 

During the term September 2015 to August 2016, we had eleven children 

collecting for JMA. We collected £1302.31 over this period. The awards 

and certificates were kindly presented by Mrs. Nancie Vogel at the Sunday 

service on 23
rd

 October 2016.  

 

The details of the awards are as shown below: 

 

JMA record  

2015-2016 
Year of service Badge type 

Barbara Ansu Year 1 New Collector 2016 

Ruby Ansu Year 1 New Collector 2016 

Isabella Castle Year 1 New Collector 2016 

Ellis Kanio Year 1 New Collector 2016 

Chelsea Amankwaa Year 2 Annual 2016 

Shaun Amankwaa Year 2 Annual 2016 

Vaughn Mojzes Year 2 Annual 2016 

Cherie West Year 2 Annual 2016 

Morgan Kanio Year 5 Annual 2016 

Amelia Castle Year 6 Annual 2016 

Kirsty Mojzes Year 7 - Long Service Annual 2016 

Collection & Donation £1,302.31  

 

In this new term, we are delighted to welcome two more new members 

into our team. 

 

Nowadays, children are very keen in spending most of their times with 

fashionable handheld gadgets. More important things like building human 

interaction skills have largely been left to lower priority. Being a JMA 

collector is a good opportunity for them to establish this human 

relationship with the faithful Church members. These relationships can be 

the basic elements for developing the culture of life. I highly recommend 
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parents to regularly encourage and support their children in doing their 

JMA collection work.  

 

Thank you very much to everyone for your continuous prayers, generous 

subscriptions, kind support and donations to the Junior Mission around 

the world and at home. 

 

Kay Wong                   JMA Secretary                  March 2017. 

 
 

PASTORAL LEADERS 
 

The Pastoral Leaders have worked together throughout the year.   We 

have a meeting every six months.   During the year we were invited to lead 

the P & P service.   This was well received and we enjoyed both the 

preparation before hand and the presentation on the day. 

 

We look forward to another year working together and serving the 

congregation of St Andrews. 

 

Susan Swindale  
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ACTION FOR CHILDREN 
 

In 1869, the Rev Thomas Bowman Stephenson opened the first 

Methodist ‘Children’s Home’ in London’s Waterloo area. In 1908  

a number of homes across the land became the National 

Children’s Homes and then in 1994 NCH Action for Children  

and in 2008 Action for Children, working in many ways with children, 

 young people and families at risk. 

 

 St Andrew’s Methodist Church supports Action for Children financially  

and through our prayers. 

 

Last year, St Andrew’s Church collected a total of £1,261.43. This is an 

increase of £243.01 over the amount raised in 2014-15 The money was 

raised in the following ways: 

 

Home Collecting Boxes    £803.63 

Christmas Service Collections    £318.69 

Action for Children Sunday gift envelopes  £139.11 

Total                £1,261.43 

 

So far this year, with one box opening to come, we have raised £1145.80. 

 

I have been Action for Children representative for St Andrew’s since 2005. 

In those twelve years,St Andrew’s has raised £12,886.93 for Action for 

Children. 

 

 I now need to hand this work on to someone else and am  asking the 

Church Council Meeting to find a replacement. 

 

John Hutchings 
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FOODBANK 

 

The congregation of St Andrew’s continue to give generously to Foodbank 

which providesemergency supplies of food for individuals and families who 

are in desperate hardship.  

As well as the regular gifts of food, some people make donations of money 

- much needed by Foodbank to help finance the overheads as well as 

buying in extra food items. 

 Since my last report a year ago,I have forwarded £340 to the Foodbank 

administrator. In total, we have collected £1155 since December 2013. 

 

Beth and I are finding the physical aspects of organising the food collection 

are getting too much for us and we would like to hand this work over to 

someone fitter and younger than ourselves. 

This involves collecting donations of food from St Andrew’s on Sunday 

mornings and transporting them to the Foodbank depot at Houlsham Hall 

Farm business units on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday between 

9.00am and 12.30pm.  

 

We are willing to continue with the “office work” side of things which 

involves handling cash donations, keeping the notice board up-to-date and 

liaising with the Foodbank co-ordinator on requests for help with 

supermarket collections. 

 

 Any offers?? 

 

Beth and John Hutchings 
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FRIENDSHIP   GROUP 
 

A small group of St Andrew's ladies meet in members' houses once a 

month. We eat lunch together and chat, then finish with an epilogue and 

prayer time.  We have an occasional outing together and if there is a fifth 

Thursday in the month we meet for a restaurant lunch.  Although this is a 

small group, we enjoy fellowship together and support each other.  If you 

would like to join us, please ask me for details. 

                 

Hazel Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH MAGAZINE 
 

I produce our church magazine as hard copy six times a year and it's also 

on our website, although all but the minister's phone number are removed 

online for security reasons.   

 

The next deadline date for copy is in each magazine and I would welcome 

relevant information and articles any time before that date.   

 

Hazel Taylor 

  (magazine@standrewsharlow.org.uk)
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GHANAIAN METHODIST FELLOWSHIP (St Andrew’s, Harlow) 
(referred to in below statement as ‘GMF (St Andrew’s, Harlow)’) 

 

Mission Statement: Contribute to the growth and strengthening of St 

Andrew’s Methodist Church, to the glory of God 

 

This is done by offering the Ghanaian community within St Andrew’s 

Methodist Church the following: 

 

• A forum and opportunity to share brotherly and sisterly bond 

• Organise a welfare system to support each other in times of need 

• Enhancing members understanding of scripture and the doctrines 

as espoused by the Methodist Church 

 

Aim of GMF (St Andrew’s): To establish and run a unified organisation for 

Ghanaians within St Andrew’s Methodist Church, Harlow to promote unity 

and welfare among members and support the development of St Andrew’s 

Methodist Church, The Stow, Harlow. 

 

To this end we set ourselves the following objectives: 

1. monthly meeting, set on the last Sunday of the month to discuss 

various topics in Ghanaian language for easy understanding by 

members with format set below to be reviewed post inauguration. 

a. opening payer with a song, various discussions, closing 

payer 

b. bring and shared meal 

2. open a register of full members and “associate members” 

3. organise trips and activities in association with GMF UK 

4. network with other organisations with similar objectives and 

shared ideas 

 

GMF (St Andrew’s, Harlow) came into fruition with a question. 

What does Christian “Fellowship” mean? 
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Is it church members chatting outside after church services? 

 

Is it having that special sense of togetherness that comes during worship 

or church friends getting together? 

 

The point is that we tend to equate fellowship with what we do, thus such 

tendency can trick us into thinking that we are thriving in fellowship while 

our souls are starving for Christian Fellowship. 

 

• Fellowship is a great concept because it comes from God’s grace 

• It is a test of active spiritual life meaning, opening one’s heart to a 

fellow 

• Fellowship cannot exit where there is pretence and concealment in 

our relationship with other members of the congregation or church 

community. 

 

GMF (St Andrew’s, Harlow) has a president, vice president, secretary, 

welfare officer and treasurer; a Barclays bank account. It was inaugurated 

into GMF UK on 19
th

 March 2017 at St Andrew’s, The Stow, Harlow. 

Feedback from St Andrew’s congregation for our inauguration day service 

is a mixture of positives and negatives, however the positives won by 

three to one.  

 

It is a work-in-progress with a constitution for adult and youth, total 40 in 

the group.  

 

and interested in life in general and other people. 

 

 Joe-Ike Impraim 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

In spite of the fact that we decided to meet fortnightly on the 2nd and  

4th of each month only, our numbers have remained constant; however 

we do need more ladies particularly those in their 60's and 70's, to join  

us in our fun, friendly and fellowship meetings. We are very much alive 

and interested in life in general and other people. 

 

Each session begins with a hymn and prayers and ends with tea/coffee 

and a biscuit with topical conversations or occasionally a speaker in 

between. Some of us went to the Salvation Army Home and Family 

Rally last October and we shared a post Christmas lunch in January  

at the Toby Carvery. 

 

Our subs are 50p a week and from that we give the Church a  

contribution for the use of the Sunshine Room. Also we collect for  

our District Methodist Women in Britain project which, during the 

last year, was for a Sensory Garden at the Home Farm Trust (HfT) 

in Ugley, Essex. 

 

We are part of our Area MWiB, District MWiB, Connexional MWiB  

and the World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women.  

Margaret keeps us in touch with planned events and we welcome  

everyone to the Easter Offering Area Dedication Service on May  

16th at 2.00pm at St. Andrews. All are welcome. 

 

Margaret Torkildsen 
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3
rd

 HARLOW GUIDES 
 

3
rd

 Harlow Guides have had another successful year with 33 girls attending 

every Tuesday evening and enjoying a variety of activities. 

 

We have had lots of visitors, including 2 ladies from Essex West county 

who did wood engraving with us and from Eden Falconry who brought 

their amazing birds of prey to show us!  

 

We have been out and about – bowling, outdoor fun at the outdoor 

pursuits centre, chip walks, penny walks and town park walks; Harlow 

Division events with the other Rainbow, Brownie and Guide units in 

Harlow; completed crafts; learnt lots of new games; completed activities 

to make the world a better place, including a community action after the 

horrendous event that happened in the Stow shopping precinct last year. 

Other activities include – Paralympics, healthy eating, strictly come 

dancing, newspaper dress up challenges, pancakes, bingo, singing, games 

and fairtrade and dragons den-style challenges. And that’s not all! 

 

Some of our girls have been awarded the prestigious Jack Petchy Award, 

which we are very proud of, one girl has won a competition to design a 

card for Girlguiding and 6 are working towards their Baden Powell Award – 

the highest award a Guide can earn. 

 

We really appreciate the Church family’s support and would welcome 

visitors – particularly if you have a skill or activity you could share with us! 
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WORLD CHURCH 

 

Donations via the ‘World Mission’ boxes showed a significant 

decrease during the church year September2015- August 2016.  

However the ‘self-denial’ envelopes (issued in connection with 

the annual covenant service) improved the church’s 

contribution to World Mission. 

 

World Mission boxes                        £72.83                                           

Self-denial envelopes                     £209.51                                             

Gift Aid tax reclaim                           £49.78 

Total                                                   £332.12 

 

S Mckenzie 
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COMMUNITY GROUPS / LETTINGS 
 

A variety of community groups meet regularly on our premises: 

 

Sundayevening/Wednesday lunchtime   AA groups 

Tuesday        Keep Moving    an exercise group 

 Tuesday    Childrens Centre        

Wednesday    Alzheimers  + monthly Carers Group 

Wednesday    Slimming World 

Thursday    Childrens Centre 

Thursday    Harlow Brass Band practice 

 

From time to time there are: 

                    ABRSM music exams 

                    NHS Diabetic sessions 

                    Family parties etc. 

 

These have contributed to our lettings receipts in the six 

months to February 2017.  The basic charge is £20 an hour 

for the hall  and £10  for other rooms; but some modification 

can be made for charities. 

 

 Receipts  (September 2016 – February 2017): 

 

AA groups      £745 

Keep Moving        260 

Childrens Centre       480 

Alzheimers      1900 

Slimming World      2340 

Brass band        380 

NHS       1280 

ABRSM         550 

(ESCA  no longer here     1200) 

Various       1320  

                 Total               £10455     


