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Minister’s Introduction to the Annual Report 1

The past year has been no like other. The pandemic that sent us into lockdown in 
March 2020 has had terrible consequences for the whole of the world, and some 
pretty awful ones for the worldwide church too. Whilst we at St Andrew’s were 
spared some of its worst effects, it nonetheless had a crippling effect on our worship 
and social life. In an effort to inhibit the spreading of the virus, we joined other 
churches in closing our building for long periods of time. When we did worship in 
the building, we did so in face masks, without singing and six feet away from those 
outside our “bubble.” Pastorally, it has been difficult for all of us but perhaps espe-
cially so for those who are elderly on their own. 

These pages then, tell us about the various programmes, initiatives, Bible studies, and
activities that have served us well during this hard year. They speak of jobs done, 
time given, prayers said and of a people striving to share Jesus in a year that was 
filled with challenges. It should be said too, that it hasn’t all been bad. As a result of 
the pandemic, we have been forced to drag ourselves into the 21st century, to make 
use of technologies that will almost certainly continue to change and help us long 
after the coronavirus is a thing of the past. The church may never be the same again 
and perhaps that is as it should be. The church of the future will have to proclaim the 
gospel to the people of the future, using all the tools that God provides in the future. 
So change will always be on the agenda.

By way of closing, let me give thanks for all of you who have served Christ as mem-
bers of St Andrews at such a time as this, for all of you who have endured and praised
God even when it was hard, and for all of you who have kept your faith and courage, 
not to mention your sense of humour, when the Winter seemed long. 

Rev Blair Kirkby



WORSHIP 2

Monday Lunch time Bible Study
The Monday lunch time Bible Study is almost always good. Our discussions and 
prayer time are the heart of it but the fellowship we share is also very worthwhile. In 
the past year, we have studied the Gospel of Matthew and the book of Acts. Ever 
since the first lockdown, we have met via Zoom and we have continued to enjoy our 
time together. 
Blair Kirkby 

Family Bible Study - The striking thing about thing about this Bible Study is that 
children are welcome, and they are adding a lot to our meetings. They read the texts 
aloud, play their part in the discussions, and we are better for having them there. 
However, numbers are poor and we should love it if other families wanted to join us. 
Blair Kirkby

The Tuesday Bible Study Group Report
During the Lockdown we have met on a Tuesday evenings from 7.15pm on zoom.
We started with an on-line course looking at The Bible Series, produced by the Bible
Society. This was well received and we followed it looking at the books of Thessalo-
nians. Recently we followed the lent course written by the Methodist London Dis-
trict, entitled Woven and we are now embarking on a 7 week course studying the life
of Elijah. As the lockdown eases we look forward to being able to meet one another
and discuss biblical issues face to face.
David and Susan Swindale

Youth Group Work – During lockdown, we have had two Zoom Youth Groups on 
Sunday afternoons for primary and secondary school children. Joanne Castle has 
helped me run these groups, which have been Bible based. A total of about 12 young 
people have attended. 
Blair Kirkby

House Fellowship

We have not been able to meet for more than a year because of the COVID 
restrictions. Only two of our group have access to internet Zoom meetings so 
the only way we have been able to keep in touch is by telephone and this has
been a means of mutual support and encouragement in these difficult times.
We are not yet able to make plans for a return to ‘normal’ because it would 
seem to be some time yet before the regulations would allow for a meeting of 
this sort to take place.
John Hutchings



Property and Finance 3

Property Steward Report

The church has not required any major work in this last year, Decorations from a 
previous ingress of water have been undertaken.

There was some vandalism to the front entrance requiring replacement glazing to one 
of the doors.

A new notice board was erected and the concrete pathway from Howard Way to the 
side entrance was cleared and cleaned, to achieve a one-way system for the church.

Regular inspections and maintenance continue to be carried out.

The online property report was submitted on time. 
David Swindale

Introduction to Church Accounts

The accounts (available on request) are for the last full year September 2019 
to August 2020 with the previous year’s for comparison. Since from March 
2020 we were under lockdown, there are limitations in the figures.

Joe-Ike Impraim (Church Treasurer)

Enhancement Fund

Since most of the year was under lockdown, there were no regular events 
such as the Spud and Pud lunches, nor specials like the Christmas Fair ,the 
only income came from sale of honey ( bees do not know about lockdown!).

Balance brought forward  £2552 
Income                                   32
Balance carried down      £2584

Jean Gill (Enhancement Fund Treasurer)



Envelopes and Gift Aid Secretary’s Report 4

Based on figures supplied by the Treasurer, I have worked out the income from all offertory
sources for the 2020-21 financial year. This amounts to £28500; the figure includs all 
regular donations from envelope holders, standing orders and ad hoc contributions.
The figures are tabulated with the previous two years’ numbers for comparison.

Year Amount Particulars Comparison

18-19 £32273 last full year before Covid, i.e. a 
‘normal’ year

19-20 £29058 first Covid year £3215 or 10% 
down on 
preceding year

20-21 £28526 second Covid year £532 or 2% down
on preceding 
year

Figures for years 18-19 and 19-20 include loose* cash from Sunday collections. For the 
current year I have used ad hoc contributions from loose cheques, BACS and cash as the 
closest equivalents for comparison.
Thus, I am very pleased to report that, thanks to the generosity of both regular envelope 
subscribers and other donors to boost up our income, our donations are within earshot of 
that of the preceding year. 
However, bearing in mind that the preceding year was also affected by Covid, we are in 
reality more than £3700 down on a ‘normal’ year, i.e., the year before Covid. The lack of 
weekly collections (in the absence of regular Sunday services) and the loss of some long-
standing members over the past couple of years have made a real dent in our income.
We are not doing so well on Gift Aid claims from HMRC either. On current estimates, we 
will be able to put in a claim of just £5700 for the 2020-21 year. This will be some £1800 
down on the year before. The shortfall is due mainly to the lack of loose cash collections 
on Sundays, which can come in handy as GASDS (Gift Aid Small Donations) claim. 
In summary, our income this year will yet again be down, by possibly £500 + £1800 = 
£2300 when compared to the year before. When compared to a ‘normal’ year, the situation
will be even more dramatic, at a reduction of over £5500.
So, if you are a tax payer, do please consider putting your donations on Gift Aid if you can. 
This gives the church the ability to increase the value of your contribution, at no additional 
cost to yourselves, by up to 25%, which will be much appreciated and valued.
Thank you very much for your support.
Andrew Wong
Envelopes and Gift Aid Secretary
Note:- loose* = not attributable to envelope users or other known persons



St Andrews Website (standrewsharlow.org.uk) 5

Website Visits
Despite the pandemic, visitor numbers have steadily fallen during the past year to less 
than 200 per month, with no high peak at the start of this year, and visits from countries 
this month having fallen to 23, compared to the 41 in March 2020. Our chief overseas visit-
ors continue to be the USA, accounting now for about 22% of the total.
Scam Attack
25 of the church email accounts received scam emails at the beginning of March, in most 
cases asking for a favour by return email, although in one case asking fir money. The 
scammer is using our Minister's name as the sender,but not using his correct email ad-
dress. Similar mails have been received in the past too, so if responding, ensure that any 
replies you make are to the correct email address for the named recipient!
From the details of names,with church email addresses, obtained from the emails, it may 
be that the source of this information is available on page 2 of the church magazine. I now 
omit that page when I publish each edition of the magazine on the website, and instead 
have included a website page (accessed via “Can we help?”) with the same details, but in 
a reduced format, which I hope is more difficult for ‘web-crawlers’ to access. I have also 
taken other steps to try and counteract this or similar problems, including some of the 
spam that keeps arriving.
A Second Website Editor
It would be useful if there was someone else in addition to myself, able to operate the 
church’s website in my absence. The position requires someone with some computer 
and/or programming skills, but I can provide tuition for the post. If you would like to put 
yourself forward, please apply to Revd Blair Kirkby .
Showing the latest Diary
Sometimes when trying to view the latest Diary update, or other updated pages on our 
website, your browser may take the lazy option and still show a previous version, held in 
memory. To stop this happening, press F5 a number of times to attempt to make it replace 
the older version in its memory with the updated one. Even this sometimes does not work, 
so I have Firefox also installed on my computer, and I display the new pages on this before
accessing them on my regular browser.

March 2021 Bob Taylor (siteeditor  @standrewsharlow.org.uk)

St Andrews GDPR

There is currently no activity connected with St Andrew's GDPR, and we remain ready to 
legally comply with any Subject Access Requests, within 30 days, should they arrive.
In order to retain that capability, it is essential that subjects whose new personal 
information we gather to add to existing lists, should be recorded on our Data Change 
Notification form. By the data holder, for collation by the Data Processor. Should any new 
church activity require the accumulation of personal information, all such subjects should 
be recorded on a Data Mapping Form instead. These forms are available on the 'GDPR 
Documents' page of our website, or from the Data Processor.
In the meantime, we must remember to keep any personal information we hold, private, 
and use it only for the purposes for which it was collected.
In accordance withe former, please 'Bcc' ( i e blind copies) when sending any email to a 
number of recipients, as this will withhold their email addresses from other recipients.

March 2021 Bob Taylor (dataprocessor@standrewsharlow.org.uk) (

mailto:siteeditor@standrewsharlow.org.uk
mailto:dataprocessor@standrewsharlow.org.uk
mailto:siteeditor@standrewsharlow.org.uk


Lettings Officer 6

The lettings income for the year 2019-20 was less than half of the previous year, because 
already even before the Government imposed a total lockdown in the middle of March the 
fears about Covid-19 were reducing the regular bookings.

However the Government recognised that total lockdown was doing severe damage to 
support groups and in the current year have permitted  such groups to restart with a limit of
15 present together with covid-19 restrictions of masks and social distancing.

Because one of the important ways St Andrews has been offer support to  the community 
has been through the provision of space for five AA groups, they have been gradually able 
to restart in this present year.  

With the road-map for reopening starting to build on the vaccination programme, I am 
happy to be able to report that our Stars group has restarted and recently also the ses-
sions for dementia sufferers now run by  Action for Family Carers.

New special events are also beginning to start, although I am cautious in taking on any 
new regular programmes.    Step two of the roadmap will allow for the brass band rehears-
als and the summer music exams also to take place. 

We look forward to opening up our service to the community through the wider use of the 
premises during the summer and beyond   (Covid-19 and vaccination permitting)

John Buxton
Lettings officer.



Mission and Service 7

CHRISTIAN AID 

Christian Aid Week 2020 was planned to take place on 10th-16th May. Under the current Covid
lock-down  restriction,  St.  Andrew’s  traditionally  supported  activities  of  Envelopes  Collection,
Christian Aid Lunch and Christian Aid Coffee Morning become not viable. 

In 2020, St. Andrew’s Church collected £800.00, plus Gift Aid tax rebate of £177.50.

The breakdown is as follows:
• Direct online donations : £200.00
• Cheque Donations:          £600.00 

We are very grateful to everyone for their effort and kind contributions. In particular a big thank
you to those who made further donations, took extra miles to inform us of your online contributions
and mailed your cheques to us through the post. We hope we can achieve something similar this
year. 

Droughts are now more frequent and more intense due to the climate crisis. Local mother Rose and
her family, and millions of people in Kenya, are struggling to get enough food and water. Your gift
could help a community build an earth dam, so when the rains do come, they will have the water
they need to live. People like Rose need every last drop to survive the drought. 

Please  pray for  the  Christian  Aid  teams  who work with  some of  the  world’s  most  vulnerable
communities in 29 countries to save lives and support people in the long term.

Christian Aid Week Organisers
Kay Wong & Susan McKenzie
March 2021.

World Mission (General Fund)   Sept 2019-Aug 2020

In a very strange and strained year, the overall donation to “World Mission” has slightly  increased 
compared with Church year Sept.18 to August 19.

This year due to the very generous increase in donations via “Self-denial” envelopes at the start of 
the new year (2020) we collected

World Mission Boxes              £ 70.48
Tax reclaim (Gift Aid)             £ 63.00
Self-denial envelopes              £344.00
Total                                        £477.48

Many thanks to you all.

If anyone is interested in contributing via the boxes (great for small change), please see me.

Susan McKenzie
Mission secretary 
 



JMA Report 8

During the term September 2019 to August 2020, we had 9 children collecting for JMA. We collected £928.05
over this period. This included the 2019-20 Gift Aid rebate of £186.00.

Due to COVID-19 lockdown, the award of certificates and badges were presented via ZOOM during the
Sunday service on 15th November 2020. 

The details of the awards are as shown below:

JMA record 2019-2020 Year of service Badge type
Ella Collins Year 1 New member 2020

Christopher Annobil Year 2 Annual 2020
Isabel Annobil Year 3 Annual 2020
Zachary Castle Year 3 Annual 2020

Lilly Matlock-Jeffery Year 3 Annual 2020
Louise Matlock-Jeffery Year 3 Annual 2020

Isabella Castle Year 5 Annual 2020
Vaughn Mojzes Year 6 Annual 2020
Amelia Castle Year 10 Annual 2020

Collection & Donation £742.05
2019-20 Gift Aid rebate £186.00

Grand Total £928.05

This year we lost one member, yet were delighted to welcome one new member to the team. Since the first 
Covid lockdown in March 2020, we were unable to do our weekly collections.  Thanks to your generous 
donations we managed to keep our total collection close to the original target.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the parents and foster parents who have been supporting and
encouraging the children and enabling them to stay in church to do their JMA. 

In addition,  thank you very much to everyone  for  your  continuous prayers,  generous  subscriptions,  kind
support, and donations to the Junior Mission Work around the world and at home. 

In the new term of September 2020, we were still unable to make any weekly collections for JMA. I am par-
ticularly grateful to those subscribers who continue their support with regular donations. 

Kay Wong, JMA Secretary     
March 2021.
_____________________________________________________________



Action for Children 9

For the 12 months ending 30 June 2020 the total remitted to Action for Children was as follows:
Gift Day Envelope Donations £273.30
Christmas Service Collections £157.00
Jason Munday’s Concert £224.50
Home Collecting Boxes £371.77
Other Donations £100.00
Total           £1126.57

The 2018-19 total was £1191.93

Although the total for 2019/20 was £65.36 less than the previous year, I think that we did remark-
ably well considering the last four months of the year was under COVID Lockdown conditions. 
However, along with so many other charities, Action for Children is now facing a very serious situa-
tion with vast loss of income. Because we are unable, as a church, to meet in the usual way, our 
giving has all but dried up.  So far this year I have received and passed on to Action for Children a 
mere £210 00 and I do not anticipate that there will be much added to this by the end of June.

There are now only 13 members of the congregation who have home collecting boxes.  A few 
years ago there were between 40 and 50.  For some time I have been saying that I no longer wish 
do the work of Action for Children representative.  The hiatus brought about by the pandemic leads
me to say that I will collect and pass on the proceeds from any outstanding boxes that are handed 
to me but I will not return them.  If someone else is willing to do this work I will happily explain what
is needed and give what advice I can.

John Hutchings

Foodbank

There have been no collections or distributions of food from St Andrew’s Methodist Church to the 
Harlow Foodbank warehouse since February 2020 due to the conditions and restrictions arising 
from the COVID pandemic.  However, I have regularly received donations of money from some 
members of the congregation and we have therefore been able to continue our support of Food-
bank.

Andrew Wong has kindly inspected the accounts up to the end of 2020 and I believe he will be able
to confirm that £1,220 was received  by Foodbank from St Andrew’s.

So far - that is, up to 2 April 2021 - a further £370. has been sent from St Andrew’s. John will al-
ways be pleased to send your cheques to Foodbank if you would first send them to him   Andy 
Thornton the CEO and Margaret O’Donovan, the Operations Manager of Foodbank have asked 
me to thank all who give so generously from St Andrew’s.  The need is greater than ever and our 
gifts are much appreciated..

Beth and John Hutchings
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With another year of very few people actually able to collect their magazine from church, I have 
produced a part-colour version on line each time and Rev Blair has distributed it to those in the
 congregation with email addresses.  We have also printed about 70 copies each time and the Pastor-
al Carers have either posted or delivered them to those not online. So that everyone can feel re-
membered and still feel part of our church family at this difficult time.
Anyone can submit articles, information, and photos in jpg form.  The deadline date for copy for the
next magazine is always in the current one but submissions before the deadline are appreciated.

Hazel Taylor:    magazine@standrewsharlow.org.uk

Pastoral Leaders

The Pastoral leaders have worked together throughout the year, being available to support members in
whatever way has been needed.   We met twice yearly and have enjoyed working together.

This time of the pandemic has brought further challenges, lots of telephone calls and resourceful ideas.
We trust that people’s pastoral needs are still being met, but in a totally different way

We look forward to another year working together and serving the congregation of St Andrews.

Susan Swindale


