The Stow, Harlow, CM20 3AF
Minister: Rev Blair Kirkby:
bkirkby@msn.com 443400
or 07913 476934

HARVEST, OCTOBER 2022
Once again you enabled us to
produce a wonderful display of
God’s provision for us.
The fresh, packets and tinned
food went to Streets2Homes in
Harlow and the flowers were
delivered to those of our
members who cannot come to
church through ill-health, and
also a large arrangement went to
St Clare Hospice.
Our thanks to all who gave, and
all who helped on Saturday,
Sunday and Monday of Harvest
Weekend.

MINISTERIAL TEAM LETTER
Rev Blair Kirkby
12 Harefield, Harlow, CM20 3EF
Home: 443400
Mobile: 07913 476934
email: bkirkby@msn.com

Rev John Buxton, M A (Cantab)
15 The Drive, Harlow, CM20 3QD
Home: 422661
email: minister2@standrewsharlow.org.uk

Dear Friends,
“This room isn’t big enough for the two of us.” Lucille Ball to Desi Arnez during a bedtime spat.
“The biggest question in our lives may not be, ‘What have I made room for?’ Maybe the biggest question
might be, ‘What have I not made room for?’” Craig Lounsbrough, American author.
“There's always room for improvement, it's the biggest room in the house.” Louise Heath Leber, winner
of the New York Times Mother of the Year award in 1961.
Room, is a matter of considerable importance in the world that we live in. This is true at any time,
but perhaps it is especially true at Christmas time. For Christmas shoppers on the High Street, for
Christmas drivers looking for a place to park, and for Christmas travellers in search of accommodation, room is a matter of priority.
Indeed, as our numbers increase the matter of room may well become paramount. The world
population is now a whopping eight billion people - three times what it was in 1950 and still
rising. Land is hard to acquire, homes are difficult to buy, refugees keep coming in and the
question is, can there be room for all of us? Is there room for the people who are like us and
people who are not - for the people that we love and the ones that we don’t? What about the
widow, the orphan, and the stranger about whom certain Old Testament texts show such great
concern? Will there be room enough in the future for them, for us, and for God?
The Gospel of Luke suggests that on that first Christmas Eve there was no room for the holy
family. There often isn’t. The Romans were on guard, the streets were packed, and the local inn
was full, but God, as it were, found room or made room. He often does. Having been turned
away at the inn, tradition (not scripture) suggests that he was born in a kind of stable that was
crowded with odd, holy, life. Uneducated shepherds enthusing about what they had seen in the
night-time sky, unusual star-followers effusing about light in the midst of darkness, animals that
smelled of their natural selves, and angels singing glory to God in the highest all gathered and
celebrated this unlikely birth, in this unlikely place.
Later, of course, he would live a magnificent life and die a redemptive death for our salvation
through which he taught us much about the need to make room - for God and for others. He
taught us to love friend and foe alike, to pray for our persecutors, and to welcome the stranger.
The Methodist theme for advertising Christmas this year is, “There is room.” Pointing to the
characters in the Christmas Story it suggests that there is room for all of us – for hillside labourers
and star-gazing intellectuals, for the wise and the lowly, for people from far-flung places and
people nearby, for women and men, for animals and all of nature, and of course for the one who
is at the centre of the story, Jesus himself.
This Christmas at St Andrew’s Methodist we are going to be doing a lot to celebrate our Lord’s
birth: A Christmas meal on December 4th, the Toy Service on December 11th, Carol Singing at the
Stow on the afternoon of December 17th, the Carol Service on the evening of December 18th and
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the Christmas Day Family Service. Add to all of this our regular services, our Bible Studies,
and our “Hot Cup and a Warm Place Coffee Time” on Monday mornings. During all of these
services and activities we will try to be conscious of God’s call to make room for insiders and
outsiders alike so that He, for whom there was no room might find it in abundance with us.
Merry Christmas to all of you in this magnificent season of our Lord’s birth, Rev Blair

QUOTABLE QUOTES
Christ has outlasted the empire that crucified Him 19 centuries ago. He will outlast the
nations who deny Him now.
The mystery of the humanity of Christ, that He sunk Himself into our flesh, is beyond all
human understanding. – Martin Luther
A part of kindness consists in loving people more than they deserve. – J Joubert
The word ‘alms’ has no singular, as if to teach us that a solitary act of charity scarcely
deserves the name.
Joy is the gigantic secret of the Christian – G K Chesterton
Integrity is doing the right thing, even when no one is watching. C.S. Lewis.
The Church must be reminded that it is not the master or the servant of the State, but rather
the conscience of the State. It must be the guide and the critic of the State, never its tool.
- Martin Luther King Jr.
There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The other is
as though everything is a miracle. – Albert Einstein

A HOT CUP AND WARM PLACE COFFEE TIME
Every MONDAY from 10.30am to 12 noon in the church Foyer & Hall.
A warm place to meet new friends and old on cold winter days.
Please pray for this church outreach and come along SHARE - CARE - ENJOY

IN LOVING MEMORY of
Emmanuel Asiedu-Offei who died 5th December 2019
May God comfort those who mourn.
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MY BROTHER BILL by Philip Evans.
Bill was my eldest brother of a family of 14 with one elder sister and 12 younger
siblings.
I am the last surviving one of our family and this time of year brings back memories,
especially of Bill.
We were a large happy family until the outbreak of the war in 1939. This changed
peoples lives forever. Bill was called up for the Army in 1939 with brother David, an RAF
Aircraft Engineer, and Haydn, a Fighter Pilot, called up later. My Father was sent away to a
munitions factory in Birmingham. He was allowed 2 weeks leave a year to see his family.
My Brother Bill was sent to France after his initial training and was one of the lucky
ones to survive Dunkirk. He was sent to Yorkshire to recuperate and for more training.
There he met a schoolteacher whom he married and after some months, when he had
recovered his health, he was posted to North Africa where he saw action in all the major
battles, El Alemain, Tubruk etc. In late 1944 he was transferred to Northern Italy where he
was still involved with all the big battles before being killed in action at the age of 29. His
darling wife Mary and his family never saw him again. He is buried in a military cemetery
in Northern Italy.
My Father returned home from Birmingham at the end of the war and died a few
months later. Both other brothers returned unscathed.
Over the years the rest of my family have passed away. My younger brother
Sgt. Major J Evans MM was killed as a result of action in the middle east.
The Military Medal (MM) was a military decoration awarded to personnel of the British
Army and other arms of the armed forces, and to personnel of other Commonwealth countries, below
commissioned rank, for bravery in battle on land.
John Rosser Evans was killed as a result of car crash in the middle east.

JEAN GILL wishes to thank Rev Blair and all the members
of the congregation for the lovely gift I received on the Church
Anniversary. The £250 of garden vouchers are quite incredible.
I have enjoyed every moment of my time at St Andrew’s Methodist
Church as did my husband, the Rev Jim Gill.

CHURCH FLOWERS
We have decided that we are not able to continue buying and
arranging fresh flowers every week for the church and often also
dismantling and distributing them. We have reluctantly decided
that from January we will ask for donations for fresh flowers for
the first and third Sunday of each month plus special occasions.
For the other weeks artificial arrangements will be used.
This arrangement can revert to fresh every week if someone else joins us on the
arrangement rota on a regular basis.
Margaret Mounsteven and Hazel Taylor
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Edward Hale, while chaplain of the U.S. Senate, was once asked if he prayed for the senators.
He quickly replied, “No. After getting to know the senators, I pray for the people.”
A mother took her young daughter to visit Father Christmas in his grotto at the garden
centre. He greeted the youngster merrily and asked: “And what would you like for
Christmas?”
The little girl stared at him, open-mouthed with horror. “Didn’t you get my email?!”
Any astronomer can predict with absolute accuracy just where every star in the universe will
be when the clocks chimes midnight on Christmas Eve. He can make no such prediction
about his teenage daughter.
The inventor of the bagpipes was inspired when he saw a man carrying an indignant
asthmatic piglet under his arm. Unfortunately, the man-made sound never equalled the
purity of the sound achieve by the pig.
A rather long-winded preacher was dealing with the Old Testament prophets, one by one.
“And now,” he propounded, “we reach Isaiah. Where shall I put Isaiah?” At that, a man in
the front row stood up. “He can have my seat. I’ m going home!”
Little George was visiting his aunt. He found the cat in a sunny window purring cheerfully.
“Oh Auntie, come quick,” cried George. “The cat has gone to sleep and left his engine
running.”
A curate took his rather old car to the garage for an oil change. After the mechanic had
briefly inspected under the bonnet, he turned to the young man and said: “If I were you, I’d
keep the oil and change the car.”
A little girl saying her prayers: “God bless Mummy, God bless Daddy, God bless my brother
Tommy, God bless Granny – and God look after Yourself, ‘cos if anything happens to You,
we’ve had it!”
And some more notes left for the Milkman My daughter says she wants a milkshake. Do you do this before you deliver, or do I have to
shake it at my end?
Please leave no milk today. When I say today, I mean tomorrow, as I wrote this note
yesterday.
(With thanks to Parish Pump, as usual)

All updates on church information are on our
CHURCH WEBSITE www.standrewsharlow.org.uk
If you get an old version at first, press the F5 key to refresh.
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Advent assures us that God has not left us in this world on our own.
He has come to live among us, to die in our place, and to be our Way,
our Truth and our very Life, if we but turn to Him.
And the Sunday of Christ the King reminds us that this world with its
evil and unfairness will not be allowed to go on forever. Jesus Christ has
overcome death and will return to us one day. And HIS Kingdom will be one of justice and
righteousness, with no more tears, and He will reign forever. Amen!
Anne Coomes, Parish Pump

CHRISTMAS LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
We know nothing about Joseph’s relations in Bethlehem. But it was his
‘Home Town’, so St Luke tells us. Joseph could trace his ancestry back to King
David and thence back to Abraham, and there were sure to be some relatives
still living in Bethlehem. He and Mary had to travel the seventy miles south from
Nazareth because of the census.
Bethlehem is first mentioned in the Bible in Genesis as the nearest town to where Rachel
died after giving birth to Benjamin on the road-side. So that’s how the other famous
biblical Joseph’s youngest brother came into the world.
Most of the book of Ruth is set in Bethlehem and her great-grandson David grew up in
the rugged Judean hills around that same town, which is a few miles south of Jerusalem.
The prophet Micah foretold that Israel’s Messiah would be born in Bethlehem:
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of
you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from
ancient times”
And what of the famous inn mentioned in Luke 2 verse 7? Luke uses the same word in
chapter 22 verse 11 and it’s translated guest room there. The fact that there’s a manger or
animal feeding trough suggests that all the relatives’ rooms were full so they stayed in the
centre of a dwelling, where the animals were kept for safety.
There’s so much in the traditional Christmas children’s plays and depicted on
Christmas cards that isn’t actually mentioned in the Bible but the centre-piece is there – the
Son of God, a helpless baby, given to a fallen world out of measureless love.
That is what we celebrate – the coming of the Christ-child.
Mary wasn’t dressed in spotless blue. The animals weren’t freshly scrubbed. The floor
wasn’t pristine. The lighting wasn’t flattering their profiles.
But the lowly shepherds saw the angels and heard their exuberant, joyful words, and
came and worshipped the new-born King.
And we can and should still worship that same King and Saviour.
For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
John 3: 16.
Wishing you the joy of a glimpse of heaven this Christmas,

Hazel Taylor
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To all my friends at St Andrew’s.
A very Happy and Blessed
Christmas, and New Year
Greetings. From Brenda.

A Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year to you, with love from
Andrew Proctor.

Wishing everyone at St Andrew’s
a happy & peaceful Christmas
and a blessed & healthy New
Year. Love and best wishes from
Kay & Andrew.

Wishing everyone a happy and
peaceful Christmas.
Love from Alison, Kevin, Lilly and
Louise x

A Happy Christmas to all at St
Andrew’s - Love Audrey Cessford.

Christmas is Coming. Greetings to all.
Please solve the anagram `Many a sad
heart can whisper my prayer`. Arthur.

A very joyful Christmas and a
happy and healthy New Year to all
the church family of St Andrew’s.
From Gisela.

Margaret Torkildsen wishes all
her Church family friends a Happy
Christmas and peaceful 2023.
I wish a Happy and Peaceful
Christmas to all members and
Ministers of St Andrew’s.
And Good Health and
Happiness in 2023. From

Beth and John Hutchings send greetings
to all our friends at St Andrew’s.
May you be blessed with the gifts of
love, peace and joy at Christmas.

Sending Christmas blessings to
you all from Eddie and
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Wishing you all a
Happy Christmas and Blessed
New Year - Patience.

Flashback
To coincide with the publication of colour photos from the Harvest Festival held on
October 2nd in this issue of the magazine (on the back of the front cover), I am using Harvest
Festival as the theme for my column as well.
The central focus of the festival is the Harvest Thanksgiving Service, normally held in late
September each year on a designated Sunday. On the Saturday morning before, flowers, plant,
fruits and produce, including fresh produce and long-life items such as tins and boxes, are
brought in by the congregation. A working party will then decorate the altar and the hall.
Frequently, a harvest supper is held on the Saturday evening in the beautifully decorated hall,
which is an enjoyable occasion for everyone attending. On Sunday, at the Harvest Festival
Service, children will queue up at the beginning to offer their own gifts as an extra addition to
the already decorated altar.
In the past, there was a tradition that the young children, accompanied by their Sunday
school teachers, would leave after the second hymn to take a parcel to one of the elderly
residents in the neighbourhood. This no longer happens. After the service, the decorations are
dismantled on the Monday morning, and the products distributed to those in need in local
charities, such as Steets2Homes and Foodbank. In some years, we also do a special collection
for Methodist charities, such as Methodist Relief and Development Fund (now All We Can).
The photo featured below shows the working party in 2006 busying cheerily on the
Saturday morning decorating the altar and hall. In the back row (L to R): Joan Taylor,
Rev. John Buxton and Margaret Mountsteven, and in the front row (L to R): Gwen Arrell,
Judith Carter, Beth Hutchings, Jean Gill, Joan Eagles, Mary Guy and Hazel Taylor.
Please keep on sending your memorable photos to me.
Andrew Wong
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We have spent a lot of time in the "garden" over the summer. When we moved in, in June,
all the grass was taller than me! David bought a strimmer and over time has cut most of it
down and started mowing it with the lawn mower. As you will imagine I am having to weed
the "grass" in order to create planting areas and after persevering I have planted 5 fruit trees
in what we call the orchard. (2 x apple, plum, cherry and pear) and 5 fruit bushes. Then I
cleared a small section and planted some curly kale, which we are enjoying harvesting now
(October). I have also started creating some flower beds, so slowly but surely progress is being
made on the garden front. Thank you for all the vouchers we were given by St Andrew’s.
David has been most busy in the house. The first task was to make a hole in one wall so
that we could get from one house to the other. Since then he has removed the second staircase,
replacing the floor and building a wall to put the 2 upstairs bedrooms back to how they
would have been. This also involved making new doorways (more brick dust!) onto the
original landing. We found that the original lintels were still in place so the doors are exactly
where they originally were. (Well there are no doors in yet ..... just openings!) Plus lots else but
I’ve had to shorten Susan’s letter! Editor.
Church-wise, we have been attending a bible based Church of England church, in Buxton,
which we are enjoying. We have joined a bible study group and are getting to know people.
We have also joined a walking group and are exploring lots of beautiful walks in the Peak
District.
God bless you all, Susan and David.

Sudoku solution
on page 9
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Elizabeth’s prophesy
‘Mary, you are a woman given the highest favour and privilege above all
others, for your child is destined to bring God great delight.
How did I deserve such a remarkable honour to have the mother of my Lord come and
visit me? The moment you came in the door and greeted me, my baby danced inside me
with joy!
Great favour rests upon you, for you have believed every word spoken to you from the
Lord.’
The beginning of Mary’s prophetic song in reply
‘My soul is ecstatic, overflowing with praises to God! My spirit bursts with joy over my
life-giving God! For he set his tender gaze upon me, his lowly servant girl. And from here
on, everyone will know that I have been favoured and blessed.
The Mighty One has worked a mighty miracle for me; holy is his name!

CHURCH Christmas Meal ON SUNDAY 4TH DECEMBER
for the whole congregation - The Mojzes's are going to cook us all a
Christmas Meal again! It will take place on December 4th right after
church and there will be all the usual accompaniments. We look
forward to turkey, vegetables, and mince pies.
Father Christmas is due to make an appearance for the children and we will finish with a
few carols. There will be no charge, but we do need to know numbers so please sign the
sheet in the foyer to let us know if you intend to come or phone, by Sunday 27th
November. Our special thanks to the Mojzes’s.

TOY SERVICE on SUNDAY 11th DECEMBER

h

PLEASE BRING NEW ITEMS ONLY TOYS etc.
WOMEN’S TOILETRIES & WARM GLOVES etc.
MEN’S WARM GLOVES, SCARVES, SOCKS

h

h CAROL SINGING AT THE STOW ON SATURDAY 17th DECEMBER, 2:00 pm h
h Come join us for a little Christmas Caroling witness at the Stow in the square.
h
It should be fun! Speak to Rev Blair about arrangements.

BETHLEHEM by Hazel Taylor
Shimmering lights in a star-lit street, on a Christmas night in
Bethlehem. And the crowds have gone from the hovel-tomb
and the silent air, swirls across the gloom. And a lonely child
finds a place to rest, in a straw-filled nest in that holy place.
And she sleeps and dreams of another child and the sound of
cows and an angel crowd and a glorious song on a shepherds’
hill on a distant star-lit night. When the Son of God came to
Bethlehem and a new hope shone in the hearts of men.
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Mighty and glorious God.
We thank you for your wonderful love that gave us Jesus, your only Son.
We thank you for the angels and Mary; for Joseph and the shepherds.
For the joy of family and friends.
We remember those who have no-one; those who will go hungry this
Christmas; those in war-torn countries; those who live in sad or violent
homes. God who set the stars in the heavens, who knows each of us by
name - we worship and praise you.
Thank you that Jesus came and invites us to believe in Him, the Saviour
of the world. We pray in His name, Amen.
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Alison Brand has agreed to organize the rota
for Sunday Coffee
Biscuits are needed each Sunday.
Could we have offers to bring one
or two packets once a month.
Gill and Mike will be moving, so
we need a person to do coffee
with Andrew Proctors’ help on
the second Sunday each month.

week 1
week 2
week 3
week 4
week 5

Gay Brown & Barbara Baldwin
Gill & Mike Church - until they move
Hazel Taylor & Andrew Proctor
Alison Brand & Louise
offers please or no coffee this week

STARS
Each Tuesday in term time @ 10am
Contact: Alison Brand
First Tuesday
Gay Brown
Second Tuesday
CAN YOU HELP?
Third Tuesday Gay Brown
Fourth Tuesday
CAN YOU HELP?
Regular helper at start - Andrew Proctor

HE
LP
ER
S

JANUARY
Please see explanation on
page three
1st Nada France
15th Can you provide? See Hazel

Flowers:
contact Margaret Mountsteven
or Hazel

Please let one of the above have the money and any colour preferences
two weeks before your flower date.
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DECEMBER DIARY
WE ARE WORSHIPPING
IN CHURCH
and also on ZOOM

SUNDAY CLUB
10.30am

NIOMIE CARTWRIGHT WILL BE SUPERVISING A CRÈCHE DURING OUR SUNDAY
SERVICE ONCE A MONTH. Check on the notices or contact Rev Blair for the dates.
Please don’t come to church if you are unwell. All Sunday Morning
Services are also on Zoom. Phone Rev Blair or Rev John for the link.
Hot Cup and Warm Place Coffee Time each Monday: 10.30 - 12 Noon (not 26th December or 2nd Jan.)

SUNDAY

D
E
C SUNDAY
E Thursday
M Saturday
B
SUNDAY
E
R
Saturday

4th

10.30am

Morning Worship and Holy Communion - Rev John Buxton
followed by Church Christmas Dinner
(Book by 27th Nov. See page 9 for details)
NOTE: coffee after church will be served in Foyer.

11th

10.30am

Morning Worship and Toy Service - Rev Blair Kirkby
See page 9 for details of what you can bring for those in need.

15th

12.30pm

NO Pop-in Prayer as Singing at 2.pm

17th

2.00pm
18th

Friendship Group at the home of Hazel in Ladyshot

10.30am
6.30pm

Carol Singing in The Stow Square. See page 9 for details
Morning Worship - Ms Elizabeth Stockdale
Carol Service

CHRISTMAS DAY - SUNDAY 25th - no coffee etc. after the service
10.30am Christmas Family Worship - Mrs Margery Collier
31st

11.30pm

Watchnight Service

Lord Jesus, as the old year passes and we face the unknown,
we pray that you will walk with us and show us the way that we should go, Amen.
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JANUARY
DIARY

SUNDAY CLUB
10.30am

Hot Cup and Warm Place Coffee Time each Monday: 10.30 - 12 Noon (not 26th December or 2nd Jan.)

J SUNDAY
A SUNDAY
N SUNDAY
U Thursday
Saturday
A
R SUNDAY
Y SUNDAY

1st

10.30am

Morning Worship, Holy Communion and Covenant Service Rev Blair Kirkby

8th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton

15th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Mr Michael Beccato-Fischer

19th

12.30pm

Friendship Group TBA

21st

11.00am
2.00pm

Pop-in Prayer
Pastoral Carers’ Meeting

22nd

10.30am

Morning Worship - Mr Fred Arthur

29th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Mrs Karen Quelch (from Bishop’s Stortford
Methodist Church)

We pray for ourselves. We thank you for the gifts you have given us, Dear Lord,
and we pray that we will use them in the power of the Holy Spirit, and to your
glory.
May we quieten our restless minds and listen for your voice within our hearts,
that we may do your will. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE -
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