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Dear friends,
I love cartoons. I can watch them all! Especially Walt Disney films. Does that sound a

little childish? But I tell you, they are wonderful in the way they bring out a good
storyline and a challenge.

Early in 1939, the young Robert May became a sales’ assistant in a toyshop. For
publicity and marketing purposes, his boss asked him to come up with a new story

for Christmas. He agreed and, after working on a new storyline, he had a brilliant idea to
link the stories of Santa Claus and the Ugly Duckling, to create a story of ‘Rudolph, the Red
Nosed Reindeer’.

The Rudolph story quickly caught on and over the next couple of years, mostly during
World War 2, the toy store he worked for sold over six million colouring books telling the
story of Rudolph. It became so popular that, later in 1949, Mr May’s brother-in-law, Johnny
Marks, wrote a song about it. Gene Autry recorded it and, as they say, ‘the rest is
history’. Do you know that history?

The Rudolph story appeals to us, not merely by being child-friendly, or because the song
has neat words and a catchy tune, but because it tells us that it is possible to overcome
our difficulties. A handicap can be turned into an advantage, a defeat into a victory. Like
the Ugly Duckling before him, Rudolph was rejected, teased, and taunted because of his red
nose... but then in the end, with help, he became a hero and saved the day with his ‘nose so
bright’.

Like Rudolph, we may feel rejected and taunted because of our failings, but God’s gift is
unique: it is the only gift that has ever brought lasting benefit for all people. We may
sometimes receive gifts for which we have no need or use, like a fisherman receiving a set of
golf clubs! But God's Gift of Jesus is relevant to all, believers and nonbelievers.
Notice the three titles St Luke gives to Jesus (Luke 2.11): ‘Saviour’, ‘Christ’ and ‘Lord’. These
do not appear together in any other New Testament text. Jesus is the special gift God has
offered to us and we invite you to come and join our season of Christmas celebration,
worship and fellowship.

You don’t need to wait for something big to happen in your life to see God in action,
because every day is an opportunity to see God at work. Read the Gospel stories and see
how he has acted in the world and changed the lives of so many different people. Then
watch for his involvement in your own…

              Come along this season of Christmas
and worship.
Yours truly,
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QUOTABLE QUOTES
If Jesus were born one thousand times in Bethlehem and not in me, then I would still be lost.
Corrie ten Boom

The hinge of history is on the door of a Bethlehem stable.  R Sockman

Christ has outlasted the empire that crucified Him twenty centuries ago. He will outlast the
nations who deny him now.

The nature of Christ’s existence is mysterious, I admit; but ... reject it and the world is an
inexplicable riddle; believe it, and the history of our race is satisfactorily explained.
Napoleon Bonaparte

We know how God would act if he were in our place – He has been in our place. A W Tozer

Christ is the great central fact in the world’s history. To him everything looks forward or
backward. All the lines of history converge upon him. C H Spurgeon

When Jesus came to earth, it was not his Godhead he laid aside, but his glory.

Joy is the gigantic secret of the Christian G K Chesterton

Kindness is a hard thing to give away. It keeps coming back to the giver.  Ralph Scott

If it weren't for the last minute, a lot of things wouldn't get done!

A covenant with God
'I am no longer my own but yours.
Put me to what you will,
rank me with whom you will;
put me to doing,
put me to suffering;
let me be employed for you,
or laid aside for you,
exalted for you,
or brought low for you;
let me be full,
let me be empty,
let me have all things,
let me have nothing:
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things
to your pleasure and disposal.
And now, glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
you are mine and I am yours. So be it.
And the covenant now made on earth, let it
be ratified in heaven.'

Covenant Sunday
1st January

We will be holding our annual Covenant
Service, on the first day of the New Year.
We celebrate all that God has done for us,
and affirm that we give our lives and choices
to God.

The traditional Covenant prayer makes it
very clear that this affirmation is a serious
one that embraces the whole of our life, in all
its parts. Most people find it quite tough to
say, and really mean it. But the prayer is so
central to the Christian life that other
Churches have also adopted it.

In our culture we tend to prize our ability to
make decisions and choose our own path in
life. It can feel very hard to give that up. But
this prayer is like a love poem. It is about
surrendering to God in love and joy.

OUR MAGAZINE
We would love to publicize Church Events or Meetings, with more information than the
calendar pages can provide; also photos and write-ups of events that have taken place.
Please let the Editor have copy before the deadline - 18th January for the next issue.



SPECIAL CHRISTMAS
LUNCH

on
SATURDAY 10th December

at 12.15pm

Get your tickets
from Jean Gill

£5 each

Let’s make this a truly great day,
sharing together, as this will be

Rev Sam & Hilda’s
last Christmas with us.
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SPUD AND PUD LUNCHES
On the SECOND SATURDAY

at 12.15pm
Book your place on the list

on the coffee room notice board.

14th January
11th February
11th March
8th April
13th May
10th June
8th July
12th August

Please join us on these dates.
£5 for lunch:

Jacket Potato and fillings.
Home-made puddings,

coffee or tea,
all included in the price.

On 15th April we have an
EXTRA SPECIAL EASTER

LUNCH.
We look forward to seeing you there.

Rev Sam, Hilda and Jean.

                       BIBLE STUDY

We will be following an Advent Course  ‘LIGHT TO THE NATIONS’
from 29th November to 20th December.  The meeting on 13th will be at
Hazel and Bob’s house, and will include festive nibbles.
From 10th January we will be studying the book of Hebrews.
Everyone is welcome to join us on Tuesday evenings, in the chapel, at 7.30pm.

(No meetings on 27th Dec. and 3rd Jan.)

NATIVITY & TOY SERVICE
Sunday 11th December @ 10.30am

Our donations of toys etc, will go
to the local refuge and the

homeless or needy of
Harlow.

Please bring to the service
any of the following:

New children’s toys, books, hats,
gloves, sox, scarves etc.

New women's and men's toiletries,
hats, gloves, scarves etc.
MAKE SOMEONE HAPPY

THIS CHRISTMAS
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This page can be cut out and coloured

Junior Mission for All
JMA Report

During the term September 2015 to August 2016, we had eleven children collecting for JMA. We
collected £1302.31 over this period.

The awards and certificates were kindly presented by Mrs. Nancie Vogel during the Sunday
service on 23rd October 2016.

JMA record 2015-2016 Year of service Badge type
Barbara Ansu Year 1 New Collector 2016
Ruby Ansu Year 1 New Collector 2016
Isabella Castle Year 1 New Collector 2016
Ellis Kanio Year 1 New Collector 2016
Chelsea Amankwaa Year 2 Annual 2016
Shaun Amankwaa Year 2 Annual 2016
Vaughn Mojzes Year 2 Annual 2016
Cherie West Year 2 Annual 2016
Morgan Kanio Year 5 Annual 2016
Amelia Castle Year 6 Annual 2016
Kirsty Mojzes Year 7 - Long Service Annual 2016

Collection & Donation £1,302.31

In this new term, we have 12 collectors, including one new member that we are delighted to
welcome. Nowadays, many children are eager to spend their spare time with the latest
handheld gadgets. More important things like building human interaction skills have been
largely left to a lower priority. Being a JMA collector is a good opportunity for them to develop
this human interaction with the faithful Church members. These relationships can be the basis
for developing their culture and their trust in life. I am calling on all parents to encourage and
support their children in doing their collection work regularly.

Thank you very much to everyone for your continued prayers, generous subscriptions, kind
support, and donations to the Junior Mission around the world and at home.

Kay Wong
JMA Secretary, November 2016.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Our grateful thanks to Kay for all  she does for JMA in our church.

BAPTISM
On 16th October Amelia-May Diane Rust was Baptised,

daughter of Andrew and Emma.
May God’s love surround her now and always.



Christmas is coming …

Christmas is weird - what other time of the year do you sit in front of a dead tree and eat
sweets out of your socks?

I asked a friend of mine what he would be doing over Christmas. He told me he reckoned he
would be doing a lot of work on "aqua-thermal treatment of ceramics, aluminium, and steel
under a constrained environment." I was astonished – and baffled.  Then he interpreted, “I’ll
be washing dishes with hot water under my wife's supervision.”

Three phrases that sum up Christmas are: Peace on Earth; Goodwill to Men; and Batteries
not included.

Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring, except Father’s mouse.
The computer was humming, the icons were hopping,
As Father did last minute Internet shopping.

The stockings were hung by the modem with care
In hope that St. Nicholas would bring new software.
The children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of computer games danced in their heads.

And with New Year in mind …
The bagpipes are the missing link between music and noise. - E K Kruger

The inventor of the bagpipes was inspired when he saw a man carrying an indignant
asthmatic pig under his arm. Unfortunately, the man-made sound never
equalled the purity of the sound achieved by the pig. - Alfred Hitchcock.

Woman’s ambition: to be weighed and found wanting.

Putting on weight is the penalty for exceeding the feed limit.

Irony: The opposite of wrinkly.
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Our Loving God,
We thank you for sending your Son to earth.  This Christmas, may we honour

him with our whole selves.  May we spend time in adoration.  And may we go
into the New Year, dedicating our lives to him.  Give us love and hope and faith

that we might know our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
In His name, we pray,  Amen.

PRAYER
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WHITECHAPEL MISSION

Our gifts from the harvest went to four charities this year, and they were all gratefully
received.  One of the charities was Whitechapel Mission.
They have just celebrated 140 years with a Thanksgiving Service (and a wonderful service it
was!)
My good news is that on Sunday 6th November at Whitechapel, I met a member of staff
called Billie and we recognised each other.  Seventeen years ago Billie was on drink and
drugs, and he was homeless.  I cut his hair and sat and talked with him on many occasions.
He is now free from both the drink and drugs and doing a great job looking after the people
who are like he used to be.  Praise the Lord,

Jean M. Gill
P.S. A quote from the Whitechapel director’s latest letter: The path to life transformation
really can start with a meal at The Whitechapel Mission.  And that meal can start with a
generous gift from friends like you.  Thank you for giving hope with every meal.

A Christmas picture to colour



THE WISE MEN COME TO WORSHIP,

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is he who
has been born King of the Jews?  For we saw his star in the east and have
come to worship him.’
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him . . .
Then Herod secretly called the magi and determined from them the exact time the
star appeared.  And he sent them to Bethlehem . . .
After coming into the house they saw the Child and Mary his mother; and they fell to
the ground and worshiped him.
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

Graduation?
There were so many graduates waiting to receive their degrees that day, that speed was

of the essence. Presenting their diplomas, therefore, the Chancellor simply smiled and said:
“Congratulations, keep moving.”

It’s actually good advice for all of life, and for your Christian life as well.

If you’ve discovered the reality of God’s love for yourself, you deserve congratulations,
for in a very real sense, you have arrived...but keep moving! - there is so much more that
God has in store for you! Paul in 2 Timothy says “I have fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day....”

So, wherever you have reached in your own faith pilgrimage, congratulations, but keep
moving! Parish Pump



CLOTHED IN MAJESTY

Strips of cloth for the Son of God!  Did Mary take them with her, knowing her baby was
due?   Cloth to swaddle him, to keep out the cold when he was born.  Years later, she would
watch as his friends gently wrapped his broken body in cloth once more.

The journey to Bethlehem must have been a nightmare. A hasty preparation, because a
census had been called.  Ninety miles through winding mountain tracks and along the Jordan
Valley road.  It probably took a week, with Mary riding on their donkey part of
the way.  But the jolting, when you're nine months pregnant ...! They'd have had
to carry food and drink for when there were no wayside sellers.  And fodder for
the donkey.  They must have slept under the stars some nights, so they needed warm cloaks
to wrap up in.

On those nights as Mary and Joseph looked up to the heavens, far to the east, a small group
of Oriental scientists were studying those same skies.  A special star had appeared, a star
foretelling the birth of a king.   So they too prepared for a journey.  Fast horses, exotic
presents, and clothes for the audience with royalty.

Guarding their flocks, a group of men in a field near Bethlehem dozed through the
night, wrapped against the cold in sheepskins.  A rough bunch, hardened by living
outside most of their lives.  And suddenly the skies parted and angels brought a

 message from God.
And so the world started its journey to Jesus.  Those strips of cloth cocooned him as

the shepherds knelt.  These herdsmen broadcast the angels' news in the streets of Bethlehem,
as they left the stable.

Three groups, so different, but each travelled to Bethlehem because Jesus, the Saviour of
the world, was destined to be born there.

And as we busy ourselves with Christmas preparations, may we stop for a while and
journey in our hearts to Bethlehem.  May we worship the Christ-child, but also remember that
he grew and taught and healed and loved and died.  Jesus lives again, in heaven, and if we
allow him - he also lives in our hearts.

Wishing you peace and joy this Christmas,
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EDITOR’S LETTER
Dear Friends,

LAST CHRISTMAS POSTING DATES

Saturday 3 December Africa, Middle East
Wednesday 7 December Cyprus, Asia, Far East, most of Eastern Europe
Thursday 8 December Caribbean, Central & South America
Saturday 10 December Greece, Australia, New Zealand
Wednesday 14 December Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, Poland
Thursday 15 December  Canada, Finland, Sweden, USA
Friday 16 December   rest of Europe

Great Britain
Tuesday 20 December 2nd Class

Wednesday 21 December 1st Class



COFFEE MORNING - EACH SATURDAY - 10 UNTIL 12

SATURDAY COFFEE

 Volunteers please contact
Rev Sam on 07956 290011

 or Margaret T.

Weeks one and two
organised by Rev Sam

Weeks three and four
organised by Margaret Torkildsen

Week five
Organised by the

Church Youth Group

SUNDAY COFFEE
Volunteers please contact

Cecilia Mojzes

DECEMBER
  4th  Sylvia and Matt Franklin

 11th Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
 18th Gay B, Hazel T, & Andrew P.

   25th CHRISTMAS DAY

JANUARY
  1st  Sylvia and Matt Franklin

  8th Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
 15th Hazel T, Andrew P, & Gay B.
  22nd Alison Brand and Joyce Fisher
  29th Alison Brand and Joyce Fisher
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EACH TUESDAY @ 10am.

ALISON’S HELPERS

Our grateful thanks to all who provide our church flowers throughout the year.
The 2017 rota is on the wall in the corridor.

Please add your name if you would like to provide some money for flowers.

WOMEN’S
FELLOWSHIP
Will meet on the

2nd and 4th

No meeting27th December

mailto:prayersec@standrewsharlow.org.uk
mailto:prayersec@standrewsharlow.org.uk


Thursday 1st 12.30pm Friendship Group - at Gill’s home in Pilkingtons

SUNDAY 4th 10.30am Second Sunday in Advent - Morning Worship &
         Holy Communion - Rev Sam

Monday 5th 2.00pm  House Fellowship at the home of Jean and Tony Huckle,
Forebury Avenue, Sawbridgeworth

Wednesday 7th 7.45pm HAEBEA Area Meeting at Watton-at-Stone

Thursday 8th 12.30pm Midweek Service & Lunch - Rev Kathryn Taylor

Saturday 10th 12.15pm Church Christmas Lunch - please book your place

SUNDAY 11th 10.30am Third Sunday in Advent - Nativity and Toy Service

Tuesday 13th  2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

Saturday  17th 11.00am Christmas Pop-in Prayers

 SUNDAY 18th 10.30am Fourth Sunday in Advent - Morning Worship
        and Infant Baptism - Rev John Buxton
       6.30pm Candlelit Carol Service followed by mince pies

CHRISTMAS EVE        Saturday   24th       11.15pm    Communion Service - Rev John Buxton

CHRISTMAS DAY       SUNDAY   25th       10.30am    Celebration Family Service - Rev Sam

NEW YEAR’S EVE       Saturday 31st       11.30pm    Watchnight Service - Rev John Buxton
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DECEMBER DIARY

MOBILE PHONES
During services, please switch your phone to SILENT.

ST ANDREW’S PRAYER LIST

If you would like a prayer said for yourself or someone else, please let our
Prayer Secretary know.  Either give Hazel a note, or email

prayersec@standrewsharlow.org.uk
(You need their permission before you put someone else on the prayer list)

The Prayers are read in the Chapel before the Morning Service.  Please join us at 10.15am.

mailto:prayersec@standrewsharlow.org.uk
mailto:prayersec@standrewsharlow.org.uk


FLOWER FESTIVAL
weekend

15th - 16th JULY 2017

JANUARY DIARY

SUNDAY 1st 10.30am Morning worship, Covenant and Holy Communion - Rev John Buxton

Thursday 5th 10.30am Friendship Group at Hazel’s home in Ladyshot

SUNDAY 8th 10.30am Morning Worship -  Rev Sam

Tuesday 10th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

Thursday 12th 12.30pm Midweek Service - Rev Barbara Evans-Routley

Saturday 14th 12.15pm Spud and Pud Lunch

SUNDAY 15th 10.30am  All Age Worship - Rev Sam

Monday  9th 2.00pm House Fellowship at the home of Jean and Tony Huckle
 Forebury Avenue, Sawbridgeworth

Saturday 21st 11.00am Pop-in Prayers

 SUNDAY 22nd 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton

Tuesday 24th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

SUNDAY 29th 10.30am Morning Worship - Praise and Prayer
       12.15am Ghanaian Fellowship
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A PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR
Send us into the world’s turbulence as instruments of Your peace,

and as agents of Your justice, that all might know the truth of Your ways.
Give us strength and joy and may we live in Your light.  Amen.


