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In Christ, Blair

Dear Friends

 Christmas Eve 1961, and the problem with the house was that there was no fireplace. This
was a problem, of course, because, as every four-year-old boy knows, Father Christmas comes
into the house via the fireplace. He parks his reindeer on the roof, he comes down the chimney
and comes through the fireplace into the house. These were the indisputable facts of Christmas
as I knew them to be. But what if there was no fireplace and instead only a big old concrete
pillar in the middle of a Canadian basement? Then, you have a problem. Well, I was the four-
year-old boy, the house was ours, and the problem was mine.

That night, we had been to the usual 7:30 evening service for Christmas Eve worship. Then,
we had come back home and I had gone downstairs to my bedroom to get into my pyjamas.
But as I got into my pyjamas my imagination went to work on that problem and, by the time I
was finished getting ready for bed, I had the answer. Father Christmas could come through
concrete. After all, he managed some other pretty surprising things. If he could deliver
presents to every child in the whole world in one night, then coming through concrete would
be nothing. So, I placed myself strategically in view of that pillar and there I stood hardly
daring to breathe in anticipation of Santa's descent. Soon, he would come down and through.
And, of course, that is just what he did. He came down that pillar, he came through that
concrete, and he delivered our presents. I knew this to be so because the next day our presents
were all there under our tree. How else could they have got there?

Unfortunately, I never actually witnessed this miraculous feat because that night, as I stood
there waiting, the one who descended was not Santa. It was my dad and it wasn't via the pillar.
It was via the stairs. Dad then asked what I was doing and, when I told him that I was waiting
for Santa, he told me that Santa never came until all the world’s children were in bed. It was a
likely story, but I fell for it, and off I went. So it was that Dad protected the story for another
year and left me to marvel at how Christmas grace could come out of concrete.

 Well, I know that we ministers aren't supposed to indulge in stories about Santa but I
thought of all of this today in connection with the birth of Christ. The story is that Israel had
had a rock- hard time of it. They had been conquered by nearly every army-possessing nation
in that part of the world. The Egyptians, the Babylonians, the Assyrians and the Greeks had all
had a go at them. At the time of the birth they were under the heel of Rome. More than that,
the family was not well off. The mother was a peasant girl, the father was a carpenter, and the
child was born in a shack. Part of the point, it would seem, is that Christ came via a situation
that was just as solid and impossible as that concrete pillar in my parents’ basement. More than
that, he comes today to us in the midst of the world's hardness of heart, poverty, greed, and
loneliness. Just when we think there is no hope, the love which is best summed up with the
word, "Jesus," finds a way to break through and materialise – to take up flesh. That is the great
promise of the Christmas story. So it is that, after all these years, I still marvel at how
Christmas grace can come out of concrete.

A very happy Christmas to all, Blair

Rev John Buxton, M. A. (Cantab)
15 The Drive, Harlow, CM20 3QD
Home: 422661
email: minister2@standrewsharlow.org.uk
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QUOTABLE QUOTES

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to
bring good news to the afflicted,
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives
and freedom to prisoners;
to proclaim the favourable year of the Lord and the day of vengeance of our
God;
to comfort all who mourn,  giving them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of
gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a spirit of
fainting.

Isaiah 61: 1 - 3 NASB

MIDWEEK SERVICES

Our once-a-month midweek service at 12.30pm - 1.00pm is on the second Thursday
in December and January, and is followed by soup and roll plus cakes, tea or coffee.

Everyone is welcome.  The dates are: 14th Dec. and 11th Jan.

Christmas gift suggestions: To your enemy, forgiveness. To an opponent, tolerance. To a
friend, your heart. To a customer, service. To all, charity. To every child, a good example. To
yourself, respect. - Anon

Christ became what we are that He might make us what he is. - Athanasius

The God who took a motherless woman out of the side of a man, took a fatherless man out of
the body of a woman. - Matthew Henry

Constant kindness can accomplish much. As the sun makes ice melt, kindness causes
misunderstanding, mistrust and hostility to evaporate. - Albert Schweitzer

Unquestionably, there is progress. The average worker now pays out twice as much in taxes
as he formerly got in wages. - Henry L Mencken

The Lord prefers common-looking people. That is the reason he makes so many of them.
Abraham Lincoln

Goodness is uneventful. It does not flash, it glows. - David Grayson

Minor operation: one performed on someone else. - Anon
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SPUD AND PUD LUNCHES
(On the SECOND SATURDAY of each month at 12.15pm)

Book your place on the list on the coffee room notice board.

9th December,     13th January
10th February,        10th March

Please join us on these dates.
£5 for lunch:   Jacket Potato and fillings,

Home-made puddings,      coffee or tea,      all included in the price.

We look forward to seeing you   -   good company and good food!

BIBLE STUDY
     We are studying  Advent, the letters of John and  selected Psalms over

the next few months.
Everyone is welcome to join us on Tuesday evenings, usually in the chapel

at 7.30pm but at 61 Ladyshot at 7.15pm on 12th December for refreshments
before our Advent Bible Study.  We won’t meet on 26th December or 2nd January.

WE REMEMBER RUDOLF HEINECKE

Our friend and member Rudolf died on 20th October, in Abbots Nursing Home, with
his wife Gisela by his side.  They have been members of St Andrew’s for about twelve
years.

His funeral service was held on 14th November, and our church was was nearly full
with family, friends and past colleagues for a moving thanksgiving service.  Rudolf was
buried at Parndon Wood then family and friend met at The Green Man for refreshments
and a time to share and reminisce.

A colleague from STL told us some of his work-life story, and some of the highlights
are recorded here.  He was a qualified electrician before university, and graduated in
physics.  He worked for AEG in research before coming to STL in Harlow in 1966.
During his time there, when he was team leader, he was awarded 40 patents for his
ground-breaking development work in plasma technology , silicon chips, processors for
digital watches and micro engineering.  He retired in 1996 and became a voluntary driver
for the care services.

Rudolf’s son Eckart then told us a little about his memories of his dad.  Rudolf would
read to his children for an hour in the evening when they were young, in spite of working
long hours.  He had a strong sense of humour and could turn his hand to almost
anything.  He played four musical instruments, designed and made fitted furniture for
the house and made toys for the children.  He also kept a classic car going for many years.

From his stepdaughters Sylvia and Anja we heard a moving tribute to a vary caring
man who was always patient and loving.

We’ll miss you, Rudolf - Hazel Taylor



This page can be cut out and coloured
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Our thanks to Susan Swindale who has offered to photocopy our Church Magazine.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE
Paper copy by Sunday  14th January and

email copy by Wednesday 17th January, to
magazine@standrewsharlow.org.uk



Catching her in the act, I confronted our three-year-old granddaughter. ‘Are you
opening your little sister’s presents?’ I demanded. ‘No,’ she innocently replied, ‘I'm just
helping her learn to share.’

My Wise Man son, wearing his father's bath robe and paper crown knelt by
the manger and said, ‘We are the three Wise Men and we are bringing gifts
of gold, common sense and fur.’

Just got home and found all the windows and doors open and everything has gone.
What kind of sick twisted person does that to someone’s Advent calendar?

A minister asked his Bible class: ‘Why was Jesus born in Bethlehem?’
A student replied, ‘Because his mother was there.’

Some actual notes from hospital charts....

~ The patient refused autopsy.
~ The patient has no previous history of suicides.
~ Patient has left white blood cells at another hospital.
~ Patient has chest pain if she lies on her left side for over a year.

~ On the second day the knee was better and on the third day it
disappeared.

~ The patient has been depressed since she began seeing me in 1993.
~ Discharge status: Alive but without permission.

~ She is numb from her toes down.
~ The skin was moist and dry.
~ Occasional, constant infrequent headaches.
~ Patient was alert and unresponsive.
~ I saw your patient today, who is still under our car for physical therapy.
~ Patient has two teenage children, but no other abnormalities.

SM
ILE LINES
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     Loving Lord,
May we worship you - not as a tiny baby with a 2000 year soft focus, but as
our living Lord.
May we worship you - not a few times a year on special occasions, but each
day, as our ever-present Saviour.
May we worship you - not out of fear or duty, but because we love you.
You loved us so much that you came… lived…died…and rose again.
Living, loving Lord - we worship you.  Amen.

PRAYER

Danger
Persons at work
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A good way to fight depression
Do you often feel low? Well, how often do you exercise? In a recent study, it was found

that people who do not exercise are 44 per cent more likely to suffer with depression. It
seems that even just one hour a week can help lift your mood.

The research was done by the Australia-based Black Dog Institute. One scientist
concluded: ‘If we can find ways to increase the population’s level of physical activity even by
a small amount, then this is likely to bring substantial physical and mental health benefits.’

Parish Pump

63rd Anniversary Lunch

After a lovely
celebration service,

over 50 of us enjoyed a
home-made lunch

together.
(photo by Andrew Wong)

We have reclaimed £7,442 through Gift Aid this year

Thanks to the generosity of those who chose to give donations to the Church through Gift Aid,
we were able to reclaim the sum of £7,442 from HMRC for the year 2016-17. This is of great help
to the work both at St. Andrew’s and in the outside community and wider world.

This total sum had been distributed pro-rata amongst the various contributing groups which
were able to benefit as follows:-

St. Andrew’s General Fund     £7285
Missions General Fund                 £28
Junior Mission for All            £124
Methodist Women in Britain     £5

Putting your donations on Gift Aid gives the church the ability to increase the value of your
contributions by up to 25%, at no additional cost to yourselves. If you want to enhance the
benefit of your donations in this way, please contact me, the Gift Aid Secretary, for further
information.

Andrew Wong
Gift Aid Secretary



7

          SUNDAY CLUB DATES AND NEWS

On the 10th December the children are going to be doing a Nativity
Play.  Please could you encourage your child to come to Sunday Club to
take part and practise their lines.

We are having a dress rehearsal on Saturday 9th December at  St Andrew’s at 10.30am.
Please could the following children attend: Ruby, Barbara, Lilly, Tini, Louise, Curtis,
Isabella, Amelia, Vaughn, Morgan, Kirsty, Toni.

We would like to include as many children as possible so please encourage your
children to come to Sunday Club and support them in learning their lines.

There will be a Gift Service on Sunday the 10th also.  Please do encourage your
children to bring new/nearly new toys or gifts.  These will go to the Harlow Refuge and
Streets2Homes.  See below for a list of the gifts they most require.

The Sunday Club Christmas Party will be on 17th December.  This will
 be our last Sunday Club until we return on 7th January.

     With very best wishes,
      Sunday Club Leaders.

Our Gift and Nativity Service on Sunday 10th December
 Once again our gifts brought to this service will be given to

Harlow Refuge and Streets2Homes.
We would like all new items: toys for children, toiletries for women,

underwear for men,
and scarves, hats, gloves  and sox, for all.

LAST CHRISTMAS  POSTING DATES  -
airmail for overseas post

 December
Africa and Middle East 2nd
Europe - far and near 6th - 16th
Caribbean  7th
Central and S. America 7th
Australia and N. Zealand  9th
USA and Canada 14th
Second Class 20th
First Class 21st

Please may John Hutchings
have Action for Children

home collecting boxes
for opening, by the end

of December.



Wishing all my friends a
Happy Christmas,

and with grateful thanks for
your thoughts and prayers

during Derek’s illness and since
his passing.

With love Jeanne.
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John and Beth Hutchings

send warmest

Christmas greetings to all our

friends at St Andrews..

We wish you love,

joy and peace

as we celebrate the birth

of Jesus, and every blessing

throughout 2018.

A merry Christmasand a happy New Yearto everyone atSt Andrew’s Church fromAndrew Proctor

Wishing everyone a

Merry Christmas

and New Year

Love John Allbutt

Philip Evans

wishes all at St Andrew’s

a Joyous Christmas

and a Happy New Year.

Wishing all our friends

at St Andrew’s

a Blessed Christmas

and peace and joy during the

coming year.

Love Hazel and Bob.

Wishing everyone and their

families at St Andrew’s a
Blessed and Peaceful

Christmas and New Year.
God Bless, Ann and Lee

Happy Christmas to Everyone

at St Andrew’s

Best Wishes for a very Happy,
Healthy

and Peaceful New Year.
God Bless

Joyce and Roger Schooley.

David and Susan
would like to wish

everyone at St Andrew’s

a very Happy Christmas

and God’s blessing for 2018.

God’s blessing
this Christmas to

 all our kind friends
at church and

a happy and healthy
New Year.

From Gisela



9

EDITOR’S LETTER

IT BEGAN WITH A STAR

Or did it?

Maybe it began
as the Earth breathed its first.
As God said, ' Let there be light',
As heaven was shaped,
and the first mountain peaked.

Did He know from the start
that His Messiah Son
would be born as a baby
on a bright, starry night?

Did He plan our redemption
before humans lived?
Does His love stretch for ever,
through a cross and a crib?

ã Hazel Taylor

THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

The date was set in heaven above
When love come down upon this earth,
A stable bare, a bed of straw,
The setting for the Saviour’s birth.

Shepherds out upon the hillside
‘Watching o'er their flocks by night’,
When angels telling of a baby
In splendour, burst upon their sight

Signs were seen in distant lands
With wise men travelling from afar
Having searched the skies at night
Came following His natal star.

As we hear the Christmas message,
If we think these things are true,
We could come to seek this baby
We could be like wise men too.

ãMegan Carter, Parish Pump

God Bless you this Christmas,
Hazel Taylor

, A
Catelyn is holding the special star.  He would tell her where to place it when the time came.

We all knew change was in the air.  There was a buzz around the place.  Excitement fizzing just
below the surface.

Then the call came.  ‘Take the star to the outer nebula and place it into the orbiting field.’
A blessing was said as the others gathered round her.  They could feel love incarnate
surrounding the universe.

And for many years they watched.  Nothing seemed to happen.  No one on earth seemed to
see Catelyn’s star.  But she knew it had a special meaning.

The star grew and glowed and  someone noticed it at last.  Astrologers studied it, recalling
predictions from an earlier age.  They prepared for a long journey and followed the star as it
crossed the heavens.

Then another strange thing happened.  A drift of angels was sent to a unique spot on earth
where they terrified a sleepy group of men.  They lit up the night and after calming the
frightened humans, they worshipped their Creator.  Their chant echoed round the earth: Glory
to God in the highest and on earth, peace among men with whom he is pleased!

When Catelyn’s star stopped, the travellers were shocked.  Stars follow a path.  Always had,
always would.  They went into the house under the star and worshipped a new-born King.

And the Light of the world was born.

THE SPECIAL STAR
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FFEE MORNING - EACH SATURDAY - 10 UN
TIL

1
2

SATURDAY COFFEE

First Sat. Jean Gill & Margaret Torkildsen
Second Sat. Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Third Sat. Margaret Torkildsen & Gay Brown
Fourth Sat. Susan McKenzie. & Gill Church
Fifth Sat. Jean Gill + helper

SUNDAY COFFEE

First Sun. Sylvia & Matt Franklin
Second Sun. Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Third Sun. Hazel Taylor, Andrew Proctor, & Gay Brown
Fourth Sun. Alison Brand & Joyce Fisher
Fifth Sun. Alison Brand & Joyce Fisher
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Our grateful thanks to all who provide our church flowers throughout the year.

TUESDAY @ 10am
during school term time only

Vo
lunteers please contact Jean Gill



SUNDAY 3rd 10.30am Morning Worship & Holy Communion
        on the First Sunday in Advent - Rev Blair Kirkby
       12.15pm Christmas Lunch followed by Celebration

Monday 4th 2.00pm House Fellowship at Jean and Tony Huckle’s home
in Forebury Avenue, Sawbridgeworth

Tuesday 5th 12.00pm Advent Bible Study - Rev Blair Kirkby
Wednesday 6th 7.45pm HAEBEA Area Meeting

Thursday 7th 12.30pm Friendship Group at the home of Hazel Taylor in Ladyshot

Saturday 9th 12.15pm Spud and Pud Lunch

SUNDAY 10th 10.30am Morning Worship - Second in Advent - Gift and Nativity Service
         led by Sunday Club and Susan Swindale. See page 7 for information

Monday 11th 12.00pm Advent Bible Study - Rev Blair Kirkby

Tuesday 12th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

Thursday 14th 12.30pm Midweek Service - Rev Blair Kirkby

Saturday  16th 11.00am Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY   17th 10.30am Morning Worship - Third in Advent - Rev John Buxton
       6.30pm Candlelit Carol Service

Monday 18th 12.00pm Advent Bible Study - Rev Blair Kirkby

Tuesday 19th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

SUNDAY 24th 10.30am Morning Worship - Fourth in Advent - Mr Richard West
       11.15pm Christmas Eve Communion Service - Rev Blair Kirkby

Christmas Day  10.30am Family Service - Rev Blair Kirkby

SUNDAY 31st 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev Blair Kirkby
       12.15pm St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship
       11.30pm Watchnight Service

DECEMBER DIARY
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Blair’s day off each week is FRIDAY.  Please do not phone, email or visit on that day.

but closed 24th and
31

st



SUNDAY 7th 10.30am Morning Worship, Covenant  Service and Holy Communion -
                                              Rev Blair Kirkby
Monday   8th 2.00pm House Fellowship at Jean and Tony Huckle’s home,

in Forebury Avenue,  Sawbridegworth

Tuesday 9th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

Thursday 11th 12.30pm Midweek Service - Rev blair Kirkby

Saturday 13th 12.15pm Spud and Pud Lunch

SUNDAY 14th 10.30am Morning Worship - Miss Gillian Amphlett
3.00pm HAEBEA Induction and Welcome Service for Rev Cecil White

                at North Weald.  All welcome.

Thursday 18th 10.30am Friendship Group at the home of Ann in Harefied

Saturday 20th 11.00am Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY 21st 10.30am  Morning Worship - Rev Ann Kosla

Tuesday 23rd 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

SUNDAY 28th 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton
       12.15pm St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship

JANUARY 2018 DIARY
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SHELTER FOR THE HOMELESS

St Andrew's is hosting a homeless men's shelter on Sunday Evenings during January
and February.  We begin on January 7th.

We need people to provide company from 6 - 10pm and also men or women to sleep
over to ensure the safely of our visitors.  Visitors arrive at 7.00pm and may retire earlier
than 10.00pm depending on conditions.  Playing board/card games, or just chatting is
envisaged.

If you could help, even once or twice, or want further information, please see David
Swindale or Rev Blair.

Please also pray for those who will be visiting our church and those who are helping.


