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Dear Friends,
If we were meant to stay in one place, God would have given us roots instead of feet. Rachel Wolchin
If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, if you can’t walk then crawl, but whatever
you do keep moving forward. Martin Luther King
God said to Abram, “Go to a new land that I will show you.” Genesis 12:1
On the evening of that same day, Jesus said to his disciples, “let us go across to the other side of
the lake.” Mark 4:35

Moving house is a very difficult thing. The cat howled all the way in the car, we didn't ar-
rive at our new manse until 2:00 am, we didn’t get to bed until 3:30 am and then I had to be at a
storage container in Stamford an hour and a half away at 8:00 am to meet the movers. The work
of packing all those boxes, cleaning the old place, unpacking those same boxes at the new place,
and then arranging the catastrophic chaos into some semblance of order is physically gruelling.
What’s worse, you could argue that the physical work of a move is not nearly as difficult as the
emotional work. Saying goodbye to people that you love, letting go of projects that you have
worked for and stepping away from the known world of one place into the unknown world of
another is the stuff of enormous emotional stress. In the last few months, I learned again why
we human beings do not move on easily. Moving is hard.

However, moving cannot be avoided in life. We can try to postpone it, control it, or even
prevent it, but all such attempts prove to be fruitless in the end because life keeps moving all
around us, and if we are to keep up with life, then we have to keep moving with it. The
movement that is required from us is not always physical; it may be psychological, or
emotional, or learning to do things in a new way, but it is still movement of a kind that requires
real work of a kind. This work, though, when it is done faithfully with an eye towards what
God wants, can be wonderfully rewarding. Indeed, to move with a view towards God’s will
and a heart for Christ’s values and purposes, can bring extraordinary fulfilment and joy. So it
can be for an individual and so it can be for a church.
 Thank you for receiving us as you have, with warmth and generosity of spirit. The last few
months have been not only hard but also wonderful. People said goodbye to us where we were
with so much love and prayer that we were buoyed up for the journey and since we have
arrived, we have been buoyed up still further. The manse is lovely, the first two Sunday
services were encouraging, the Sunday School is a good size, the multi-cultural nature of the
congregation is great, two new people have started coming to church, one of them wants to be
baptised, there is support and guidance from good people who have been here for a while, my
first synod meeting was downright enjoyable, even the cat seems to be happy! We feel blessed
and fortunate to be here.

We have begun a new journey with you that is exciting. None of us knows where this
journey will take us, or what exactly will happen along the way, but from my vantage point in
the manse study, the future looks bright and full of promise.  Hard as it is, moving house can be
a very good thing. Blessings on all of us as we move on together.

In Christ, Blair
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QUOTABLE QUOTES
It is only with gratitude towards God that life becomes rich. Dietrich Bonhoeffer

“What do we worship? I think future anthropologists will take a look at the books we read on
self-help, self-realisation, self-esteem. They’ll look at the way we talk about morality as being
true to oneself, the way we talk about politics as a matter of individual rights, and they’ll look
at this wonderful new religious ritual we have created. You know the one? Called the ‘selfie.’
And I think they’ll conclude that what we worship in our time is the self, the me, the I.”

Rabbi Lord Sacks

Children are a great comfort in your old age, and they help you reach it faster too.
Lionel Kauffman

Experience is that marvellous thing that enables you to recognise a mistake when you make it
again. F. P. Jones

The world is moving so fast these days that the man who says it can’t be done is generally
interrupted by someone doing it. Elbert Hubbard (1856 – 1915)

And a man was there whose hand was withered.  And the Pharisees
questioned Jesus, asking, ‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?’ - So that
they might accuse him.

And he said to them, ‘What man is there among you who has a sheep,
and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will he not take hold of it and lift it
out?  How much more valuable then is a man than a sheep!  So then, it is lawful to do good
on the Sabbath.’

Then he said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand!’  He stretched it out, and it was restored
to normal, like the other.

Matthew 12: 10 - 13 . NASB

Women's Fellowship:   Methodist Women in Britain
On October 17th the Beds, Essex and Herts District MWiB will be holding a

District Day at St. Andrews from 11.00am to 3.30pm. The day will be led by
Anne Browse, National President of MWiB from 2015 to 2017 and the topic will
be " Hospitality - not just a cup of tea." Anne has travelled extensively and will
have many pictures to illustrate her talk.
 All are welcome. Come along and bring a packed lunch. Teas ,coffee and
refreshments will be available before, after and during lunch time.

Margaret Torkildsen

MIDWEEK SERVICES

Our once-a-month midweek service at 12.30pm - 1.00pm on a Thurday
is followed by soup and roll plus cakes, tea or coffee.

Everyone is welcome.  The dates are: 12th October and 9th November.
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE
Paper copy by Sunday 12th November and

email copy by Wednesday 15th November to magazine@standrewsharlow.org.uk

SPUD AND PUD LUNCHES
(On the SECOND SATURDAY of each month at 12.15pm)

Book your place on the list on the coffee room notice board.

14th October,   11th November
& 9th December

Please join us on these dates.
£5 for lunch:   Jacket Potato and fillings,

Home-made puddings,      coffee or tea,      all included in the price.

We look forward to seeing you.

BIBLE STUDY
     We are studying the three letters of John, Advent and then

selected Psalms over the next few months.
Everyone is welcome to join us on Tuesday evenings,

in the chapel, at 7.30pm.

Carnival Day, 23rd July 2017
Church Open Day.

What a great day!  A big red bus drew up outside the church door – in came Chairman of
Harlow Council, and 24 other mayors, deputies, and councillors from other towns.

They were quite hungry when they arrived, so we served them ham and cheese rolls,
delightful cakes, teas and coffees – they were most grateful.  So were the Parade marshals
who came in, and people waiting to march off in the parade.  Rev Sam paid for all the food
himself.  Everyone was thrilled with our hospitality and could not stop thanking us.
Countless numbers of people came in to use our toilets.

Thank you to all who served the food and drinks. and cleared up and those who acted as
stewards on the day.

We put out a ‘Donations Bowl’ and we collected £50 for charity which was sent to
Whitechapel Mission, London.

A very happy occasion all round.
Jean Gill.

Our St Andrew’s float in the Carnival Parade was amazing.  Even the Chairman of the
Council said it was the best float in the Parade.  Thank you to Rev Sam for building and
designing it and to the six members of the congregation who helped dress the float.  We got
soaked through in the rain to help finish it in time for the Health and Safety check.  But it
was worth it!  A big thank you to all who contributed.

Jean Gill
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On 13th August 2017, Cooper Caleb Kennedy was baptised,
son of Stephanie and Michael Kennedy.

We ask God’s blessing on him and his family.

IN LOVING MEMORY - We remember
Joan Eagles who died on 3rd October 2013

Bob Mountsteven who died on 29th October 2014
David Downey who died on 30th October 2014
May God bless and comfort those who mourn.

BRENDA WOODFINE
Brenda was a long time member of St. Andrews Methodist Church. She loved to come to

worship and to take part by reading the Bible lessons during the services.  She had a strong
faith and a great love for St Andrew’s.   Brenda was very fond of horses, swimming, Devon
and most of all her family of 4 children, 19 grandchildren and 11 great grand children. She
encouraged all the grandchildren to come to Sunday School and it was good to see most of
them in the Church at Brenda's funeral service. Brenda passed away after a long illness on
12th August. We will miss her and we pray for comfort and Gods blessings on all her family.

  DID YOU KNOW: if you read the Bible for fifteen minutes a day - you’ll finish it in a year!

PHOTOCOPYING OUR CHURCH MAGAZINE

We need someone to help with our magazine production.  It only
requires a few hours, six times a year and you will be shown how to
use our vestry photocopier.  It can be done in the day or evening
during production week.  See John Buxton or Hazel Taylor if you
would like to help.

63rd CHURCH ANNIVERSARY

Sunday 22nd October - CELEBRATION SERVICE at 10.30am
Rev Blair Kirkby

followed by our Anniversary LUNCH
Cottage pie (or vegetarian option), home-made puddings,

tea or coffee.
At 1.30pm CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING

for all church members.
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There are only two things a child will share willingly - communicable diseases and mum's
age.

On a maternity room door: Push. PUSH. PUSH.

At an optometrist's office: If you don't see what you're looking for, you've come to the right
place.

Seen on a bin lorry: Satisfaction guaranteed, or double your rubbish back!

A District Council notice: Quicksand. Any person passing this point will be drowned.

In an office: After tea break, staff should empty the teapot and stand upside down on the
draining board.

The oldest computer can be traced back to Adam and Eve. Not surprisingly, it was an Apple.
But it had an extremely limited memory: just two bytes, and everything crashed.

Two young vegetarians were getting married and had to choose their wedding
music. The minister suggested the voluntary: ‘Sheep may safely graze.’

A man was registering at the doctor’s surgery near his new home. Asked for his
complete name, he replied: ‘Peter John O’Dear Sullivan.’
The receptionist repeated it slowly. ‘Your third name is very unusual – some family
connection, I suppose?’
‘Oh no,’ sighed the man. ‘Nothing like that. I was given the third name when the vicar
dropped me in the font!’

Middle age is when broadness of the mind and narrowness of the waist change places.

A religious farmer lost his Bible out in the field. A few days later he went to answer a noise
at his door. Standing there was a cow, with his Bible in its mouth. The farmer raised his eyes
to heaven and thanked the Lord for this miracle. ‘Not really,’ said the cow. ‘Your name was
written inside.’

SM
ILE LINES

6

 Loving Father,
When new beginnings challenge us, lead us gently in the right path.
When difficult problems depress us, show us a way through.

When pain or sadness fill our lives, may we feel your loving arms around us.
May we be thankful to you for the lovely things in our lives, and remember that

you are with us - come what may.
When happiness fills our day, may we be thankful and share our joy with others.

              In Jesus’ name, we pray,        Amen.

PRAYER
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This date seems a long way off but we are asking people to clear out
their attics, garages, sheds and drawers - starting now.
     Please give items to either Doris Dougherty, Mary Guy or myself.
Stalls will include Bric a Brac, Books, Children’s Toys, Games, Jewellery,

Cakes and Produce, Christmas Gifts, Christmas Decorations etc.
     Coffee, tea and cakes etc, will be served throughout, as usual.
     We also need help on the day, so please let me know if you can help

in any way.  Thank you, as always,
Jean Gill

HARVEST THANKSGIVING 17th September 2017

Our harvest display was beautiful, once again this year.  Our new minister, Rev Blair Kirkby,
took the service.  The theme was, ‘BE THANKFUL TO GOD IN ALL THINGS.’
Our grateful thanks to all who donated food and flowers.  These were sent to Streets2Homes
and The Harlow Foodbank.  The flowers were given to members of the congregation, sick
friends and our local carehome.
Our special thanks to Jean, Margaret T, Margaret M, Hazel and other friends who arranged
the display.
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HARVEST SUPPER
About forty people enjoyed Harvest Supper together on Saturday 16th September.

We then sang Harvest Hymns, accompanied by Maureen on the piano.
Our thanks to Jean and her team for organizing a lovely evening.



As I’ve mentioned before on this page, I read New Daylight each day.  This is a short
Bible passage followed by a commentary.  Recently John Ryeland did a two-week section on
healing from Mathew’s Gospel.  His comments have really made me think.

In chapter eight Jesus healed a leper.  But I’d never realised that when he touched the
man to heal him, it made Jesus ceremonially unclean.  Also, since the man caught this
dreadful illness, he had been shunned by everyone who didn’t have the disease.  Lepers had
to call out UNCLEAN to warn others that they had this ‘incurable’  illness.  Jesus healed in
many different ways, usually close up and personal.  And he showed great compassion and
understanding by actually touching this man before the healing came about.

In Chapter nine, we have a leader of the synagogue kneeling before Jesus and saying,
‘My daughter has just died.  But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.’

What extraordinary faith!  The lesson we can learn from this anxious father is clear:  look
to Jesus.  And Jesus didn’t rush after him to help.  The man had to continue believing that his
daughter could be raised from death.

Jesus was interrupted on his journey to the man’s house by a woman.  And he let her
stop him!  She had been pursuing healing for twelve years.  When she saw Jesus, she said to
herself, ‘If I only touch his cloak, I’ll be healed.’  She must have heard that he’d healed others.
But she didn’t push through to the front of the crowd and demand attention.  None the less,
she must have determinedly wormed her way through to Jesus.  She was bold and yet
humble in the way she approached him.  And that is surely how we should meet with our
Lord.

In chapter twelve,  Jesus goes into a synagogue on the Sabbath.  The Pharisees are there,
waiting for an opportunity to catch Jesus out.  There’s also a man with a withered hand.  The
Pharisees ask Jesus, ‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath.’  They don’t care about this poor
man, they want to use him to trap Jesus.  Jesus has gone to worship and pray, not to tussle
with those who are against him.

He replies, ‘If one of you has a sheep which falls into a pit on the Sabbath, wouldn’t you
lift it out?  How much more valuable is a man than a sheep.  So, it’s lawful to do good on the
Sabbath.’  Jesus turns to the man and tells him to stretch out his hand.  And it is restored to
normal, like the other hand.

Jesus doesn’t judge the man, or ask life-style questions.  The sheep didn’t earn his
rescue.  It was in need, as it couldn’t get out by itself.  And Jesus equates human healing with
the rescue of the animal.  But we have to admit we are helpless and powerless and ask Jesus,
for his healing touch.  It might not come at once.  It might not be how we imagine it, but
Jesus always listens to those who are faithful.

The willingness of Jesus to heal is an outworking of his mission to bring abundant life to
the world.  It is natural for God  to want to do good for us because he loves us.

P.S.  If you are interested in getting Bible Reading Notes, see Joe-Ike Impraim who orders them
for our church, or email him - ike2607@gmail.com
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EDITOR’S LETTER
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SATURDAY COFFEE

First Sat. Jean Gill & Margaret Torkildsen
Second Sat. Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Third Sat. Margaret Torkildsen & Gay Brown
Fourth Sat. Susan McKenzie. & Gill Church
Fifth Sat. Jean Gill + helper

SUNDAY COFFEE

First Sun. Sylvia & Matt Franklin
Second Sun. Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Third Sun. Hazel Taylor, Andrew Proctor, & Gay Brown
Fourth Sun. Alison Brand & Joyce Fisher
Fifth Sun. Alison Brand & Joyce Fisher
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Our grateful thanks to all who provide our church flowers throughout the year.

TUESDAY @ 10am

Vo
lunteers please contact Jean Gill



SUNDAY 1st 10.30am Morning Worship & Holy Communion - Rev Blair Kirkby

Thursday 5th 12.30pm Friendship Group at Margaret T’s home in East Park

SUNDAY 8th 10.30am Morning Worship - Mr Richard West

Monday 9th 2.00pm House Fellowship at Brenda’s home, in Churchfield

Tuesday 10th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

Thursday 12th 12.30pm Midweek Service - Rev Blair Kirkby

Saturday 14th 12.15pm Spud and Pud Lunch

SUNDAY   15th 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton

Tuesday 17th    11am - 3.30pm Methodist Women in Britain - All Welcome, see page 3 for details

Saturday  21st 11.00am Pop-in Prayers

 SUNDAY 22nd 10.30am Morning Worship - CHURCH ANNIVERSARY - Rev Blair Kirkby,
                             followed by LUNCH - see page 5 for details
       1.30pm CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING - for all members

SUNDAY 29th 10.30am Morning Worship - Prayer and Praise with JMA Awards’ presentation
       12.15pm St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship

6.30pm HAEBEA Reformation Service at Trinity Church
Tuesday 31st 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship
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OCTOBER DIARY

Put your clocks
back on Saturday 28th

before bedtime!

REV BLAIR’S DAY OFF
Blair’s day off each week is FRIDAY.

Please do not phone, email or visit on that day.

If you would like a CHRISTMAS GREETING
for your friends at St Andrew’s in our next MAGAZINE,

please let me have it in writing or by email by
Sunday 12th November. A maximum of 25 words please.

Hazel Taylor, magazine@standrewsharlow.org.uk



Thursday 2nd 10.30am Friendship Group leave Harlow for Scotsdale Garden Centre

SUNDAY 5th 10.30am Morning Worship and Holy Communion - Rev Blair Kirkby

Monday   6th 2.00pm House Fellowship at Beth and John's home, in Mark Hall Moors

Wednesday 8th 7.30pm Area Property and Finance Meeting

Thursday 9th 12.30pm Midweek Service - Rev John Buxton

Saturday 11th 12.15pm Spud and Pud Lunch

SUNDAY 12th 10.30am Morning Worship on Remembrance Sunday - Rev John Buxton

Tuesday 14th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

 Saturday 18th 10am - noon CHRISTMAS FAIR - see article on page 1
       11.00am Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY 19th 10.30am  Morning Worship - Rev Blair Kirkby

Wednesday 22nd  7.30pm HAEBEA Executive Meeting

SUNDAY 26th 10.30am Morning Worship - Mr David Swindale
       12.15pm St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship

Tuesday 28th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

Wednesday 29th 7.30pm HAEBEA Worship and Training Meeting - venue TBA

Thursday 30th 12.45pm Friendship Group meet at the Toby Carvery

NOVEMBER DIARY
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Wednesday 6th December - 7.45pm - Area Meeting

Sunday 17th December - 6.30pm - Carol Service
Sunday 24th December - 11.15pm - Christmas Eve Communion

CHRISTMAS DAY - 10.30am - Family Service
New Year’s Eve - 11.30pm - Watch Night Service

HELPFUL HINT FROM THE WEBSITE EDITOR
Always refresh your browser while viewing our website.  This is to make sure that you’re
seeing the up-to-date version.  Hopefully, this will overcome a quirk in some browsers
(Internet Explorer, Chrome, Firefox etc.,) which wrongly display old pages from previous
visits.  www.standrewsharlow.org.uk


