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Dear Friends

 Recently I saw a David Attenborough film clip about the resurrection plant. This is a
plant that can live for a hundred years without water, or at least its seeds can. It is found in
desert environments and is incredibly resilient. “Even in the Sahara,” says Attenborough in his
distinctive voice, “plants can survive, providing they have the right adaptations.” Then there
appears on the screen a dried-up ball of twigs. Bereft of life, it looks like a tumble weed in one of
those old Western movies.  “In strong winds,” says Attenborough, “it can travel,” and then it
does. It tumbles with the wind. Indeed, it can tumble a very long way, over a great length of
time, until eventually, and by ‘eventually’ I mean fifty or sixty years later, it lands in a puddle of
water. In the Sahara, it might rain only once or twice a year, but when you are searching for
decades, that can be enough. Then, when that dried-up ball of twigs lands in the necessary
puddle, its dead limbs absorb the water and unfurl in a matter of minutes. This a remarkable
testimony to the power of a puddle, but in order to survive, the resurrection plant must have
one more miracle. Rain from above must fall on its branches before they dry out and close up
again, and right on cue, that rain does fall.

As we watch the screen, seeds are broken off the plant by the force of raindrops and these
seeds then land in the nearby sand. “Within hours,” says Attenborough, “shoots emerge…and
only a few weeks after that, those shoots develop into full plants that flower with seeds of their
own.” What we then see on the screen is stunning. From nowhere, little green shoots of life grow
quickly upwards. Limbs extend, branches thicken, and tiny little white flowers grace the desert
landscape. For a while, at least, the miracle of life is victorious over death, and the last bit of the
story is perhaps the most amazing of all. Before the new plants can grow any larger, prolonged
heat from the sun completely kills them and we might have thought that this was end of what
was already a pretty good story, but not so. New seeds live on in the dead plants, waiting for the
right conditions, and after a new round of tumbling through the decades towards other puddles
which are perhaps a hundred miles away, the whole magnificent process begins again.

We live in an absolutely amazing world in which life is daily plucked from the jaws of
death. “Resurrection,” said Luther, “is written not only into pages of scripture but also into
every leaf of spring.” The leaf, the butterfly, the daffodil, and even the puddle all bear regular,
eloquent witness to the on-going power of God to make new life in some surprising places. At
Easter time we remember not only that God raised Jesus from the dead but also that this same
Jesus has the power to transform us from people who may be dry and bereft into people who
flower with life.

In Christ, Blair

Ministerial Team Letter
Rev Blair Kirkby
12 Harefield, Harlow, CM20 3EF
Home: 443400  -  Mobile: 07913 476934
email: bkirkby@msn.com
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Rev John Buxton, M. A. (Cantab)
15 The Drive, Harlow, CM20 3QD
Home: 422661
email: minister2@standrewsharlow.org.uk

BAPTISM by IMMERSION

On Sunday May 20th two people from our congregation are going to be baptized by full
immersion and give their lives to Jesus. We are very excited that Byron Collins and Alberta
Morrison have been moved by the Holy Spirit to answer the call of Christ. If anyone else is
interested in baptism they should speak to Rev. Blair.



OUR CHURCH STEWARDS - can you name them?

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb,
while it was still dark, and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb.
So she ran and came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus
loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and
we do not know where they have laid him…
So Peter and the other disciple … were running together … and saw the

linen wrappings lying there … as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must
rise again from the dead.  So the disciples went away again to their own homes.
But Mary was standing outside the tomb weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and
looked into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white sitting … and they said to her,
‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ …
She turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus.

Excerpts from St John 20: 1 - 14. NASB
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QUOTABLE QUOTES
Your influence on other people is negative or positive – never neutral.

Modern humanism celebrates the importance of man while whistling in the dark. R C Sproul

A preacher should never say ‘Finally’ – and certainly not more than once!

A good many car drivers don’t need seatbelts as much as they need straitjackets.

In the old days child guidance was something parents were expected to provide, not to
submit to.

The most efficient labour-saving device is still money.

The Gospel begins and ends with what God is, not with what we want or think we need.
Tom Houston

Quotes from Billy  Graham who died recently -
God proved His love on the Cross. When Christ hung, and bled, and died, it was God saying
to the world, 'I love you.'

Suppose you could gain everything in the whole world, and lost your soul. Was it worth it?

There is nothing wrong with men possessing riches. The wrong comes when riches possess
men.

Someone asked me recently if I didn't think God was unfair, allowing me to have Parkinson's
and other medical problems when I have tried to serve Him faithfully. I replied that I did not
see it that way at all. Suffering is part of the human condition, and it comes to us all. The key
is how we react to it, either turning away from God in anger and bitterness or growing closer
to Him in trust and confidence.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~



MIDWEEK SERVICES

Our once-a-month midweek service at 12.30pm - 1.00pm is on the second Thursday
each month, and is followed by soup and roll plus cakes, tea or coffee.

Everyone is welcome.  The dates are: 12th April and 10th May.
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SPUD AND PUD LUNCHES
(On the SECOND SATURDAY of each month at 12.15pm)

Book your place on the list on the coffee room notice board.

14th APRIL  &  12th MAY
Please join us on these dates.

£5 for lunch:   jacket potato and fillings,
home-made puddings,      coffee or tea,      all included in the price.

We look forward to seeing you   -   good company and good food!

The day-time group meets on Mondays at 12 noon in the Sunshine Room.
Coffee and tea are provided but people are invited to bring a packed lunch so
that we can eat together as well as learn together. (See Blair for further details)

The evening group meets on Tuesdays  at 7.30pm in the chapel.

Everyone is welcome to both groups, whether you attend our church or not.

COMING SOON …

There is a new Data Protection Bill coming into force in this country on 25th May which will
affect the way we are allowed to hold any information about our congregation.  We have to
have signed consent from you to hold your name, address, email and phone numbers.  You
will each receive a form to sign to allow us to do this.  You will be able to say yes or no and the
form will explain how we will be holding your information.  We hold this information securely
at present, but it’s necessary for us to have your consent for the future.  Please return the form
promptly, or we will have to remove you from all our records on 25th May. Rev Blair

On 18th March 2018, Anashe Mhiribidi was baptised
during our morning service.

We ask God’s blessing on her and the family.



This page can be cut out and coloured
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE

to magazine@standrewsharlow.org.uk

NEW OFFERTORY ENVELOPES
April has arrived, which means another financial year has started and new sets of Offertory
Envelopes are now being distributed.

If you cannot find your set, or if you want to join the envelope scheme, please feel free to ask
me, the envelope scheme secretary.

We begin the new financial year with 51(55)1 members on the list. This figure includes those
who have arranged to make regular donations via bank standing orders.

In the interest of minimising wastage, envelope numbers that have not been used for more than
six months will not automatically carry through to new box sets. If affected members wish to
resume using envelopes to make donations, please ask for a new set.

At the time of writing, on current projection we are likely to collect £26,500 (£26,427)1 in the year
2017-18. We thank those who have contributed to the Church funding in this way. As can be
seen, the amount collected held steady, but was unable to keep up with inflation. We sadly lost
a few members during the past year and we do look forward to welcoming more new members
this year.

Giving on Sundays through envelopes provides the church with the best means to have a
regular income to pay for its expenses. If you are a tax payer and Gift Aid your envelope
donations, it further gives the church the ability to increase the value of your contribution by
up to 25%, which is most welcomed.

If you want to join the Offertory Envelope Scheme or join Gift Aid, please speak to me.

Andrew Wong
Envelope Scheme and Gift Aid Secretary
15th March 2018

(1. Numbers in brackets are from previous year for comparison.)

SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
All the meeting are at St Andrew’s

Planning Meeting for Church Away Day and Holiday Club - please join us after
church on Sunday April 15th for a thirty minute planning meeting. This will be an
important meeting for two important events. We need your support.

Sunday April 22nd, 2 - 5 pm - Pastoral Team Training - ‘Encircled in Care’.

MondayApril 30th, 7:30 pm - Data Protection Evening - for all stewards, church council
members and other interested parties.

Our new Mission Statement (plan) has been agreed by Church Council. Please find
copies of it in the magazine rack in the foyer.

Rev Blair



Some people are scared of church like they are scared of helicopters – they’re
frightened of being sucked into the rotas.

If you have ever wondered what the teachers really think of your child, you
may enjoy these snippets from real reports….and the thought behind them!

James has a remarkable ability in gathering needed information from his
classmates. (He was caught cheating in an exam.)

Karen is an endless fund of energy and viability. (Your hyperactive monster
can't stay put for five minutes.)

Fantastic imagination! (He's one of the biggest liars I have ever met.)

Mary exhibits a relaxed attitude to school, indicating that high expectations
don't intimidate her. (The lazy thing hasn't done one assignment all term.)

A little boy's prayer: "Dear God, please take care of my daddy and my
mummy and my sister and my brother and my doggy and me. Oh, and please
take care of yourself, God. If anything happens to You, we're going to be in a
big mess."

A Sunday School teacher asked her pupils 'Does anyone know any of the
miracles that Jesus performed?' One youngster put his hand up and said 'Yes,
He cured people who had leopards.'

Your mind is like a television; when it goes blank, it's a good idea to turn off the sound.

Behind every successful man is a surprised mother-in-law.

My mouth doesn't seem to have a backspace key.

Tax collector: the person who has what it takes to take what you have.

What is a smile? It's when you laugh in a whisper.

SM
ILE LINES
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Loving Father,
In prayer we come home to you again.  In love, in trust, in hope and
in confidence.  Forgive us and lift the burden of sin from our hearts.
Fill us anew with your spirit of life, joy and peace.
We come, thanking you for the life, death and resurrection of your
Son.  May we live in him and he in us.

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

PRAYER
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IN LOVING MEMORY

Our dear friend and member John Allbutt  died suddenly on
11th February, aged 69 years.  At his Funeral on 22nd March our
church was full.  Four tributes to his life were given and each one
highlighted his gifts of helping others; of joy and his generosity.

His love of his Saviour, his care for others and his pleasure in
worshipping at St Andrew’s shone in his smile.

 Many in our congregation are grateful for his friendship, lifts, help,
and willingness to think of others before himself.

John - we miss you but know that you are now with your Saviour.

IN LOVING MEMORY

We remember
June Connolly who died on 13th April 2017
Bessie Stalley who died on 15th April 2015

May God bless and comfort those who mourn.

Christian Aid Week 2018 will take place on 13th-19th May. St. Andrew’s Church will follow
our tradition of supporting the event with the following activities:

· Christian Aid Lunch: will take place on Sunday 6th May, starting at 12.15pm.  Please
take this precious opportunity to sit down with friends to enjoy a lunch and catch up
on Church affairs before the Church Annual General Meeting

· Christian Aid Coffee Morning: will take place on Saturday 19th May, 10.00am to noon.
Please ask a friend to come along.

· Envelopes collection: individuals can make donations through the Christian Aid
envelopes which will be collected with the Church offertory from 6th May.

St. Andrew’s support for Christian Aid Week in 2017 was £671.00, plus Gift Aid tax rebate of
£77.06.  We thank everyone for their conscientious effort, kind support and enthusiastic
contributions.  We hope to maintain similar levels of contribution in 2018 and rely on your
generosity.

You donation could help people in Haiti to build refuges strong enough to stand the storms.

Thank you very much.
Christian Aid Week Organisers

 Kay Wong & Susan McKenzie



Dear Friends,
EASTER THOUGHTS

The empty tomb has always been special for me. Unusual, as events go,
but by Biblical standards, not way out. When you're brought up on fiery chariots taking
prophets to heaven: city walls falling down because of marching, musical men; people being
raised from death, healed of leprosy and blindness and a disciple walking on water, then the
story of the resurrection was almost just another miracle. But not quite. Never doubted for a
moment, but never worked out logically.

When, many years ago, I did a diploma course on Jesus' Life; I had to study the analysis of
the four gospel versions of the death and resurrection of Christ. It was quite interesting, but in
an academic way - it didn't touch my faith in a risen Saviour at all.

But now there are books and TV programmes which try to undermine faith and question
beliefs, so I decided to read a book which gave historical, biblical and logical answers to the
questions I might be asked. Here are a few snippets on the resurrection, gleaned mainly from
John Drane's book Son of Man. Firstly, the empty tomb. It’s suggested that the disciples didn't
believe that the tomb was empty on that first Easter Sunday. But history shows that no one
was interested in the place where Jesus was buried until the fourth century. Worship at the
tombs of heroes was common practice in New Testament times. Jesus referred to it (Matt.
23:29), and to this day tourists worship at the tombs of David and Abraham.  But Jesus’ tomb
wasn’t important - because there was no body there.

Secondly, the fact that the stories in the four gospels aren't the same. But they are the
memories of harrowing, ghastly events that suddenly overtook their friend, teacher and
leader. If they had invented the resurrection, they would have colluded to make sure their
stories agreed and would never have had women involved in any of the vital bits, like being
the first witnesses to the empty tomb.  In ancient times, the word of a woman was hardly
counted as being worth mentioning. Also, Peter and some of the other apostles were tortured,
imprisoned and even murdered for their faith. Only the truth could enable a sane person to
continues to believe in the resurrection when their life was threatened. The disciples knew
that Jesus, their Lord, had died and then risen from the grave on the third day. And our faith
rest on this amazing truth as well.

CHRIST IS RISEN - HALLELUJAH!
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EDITOR’S LETTER
Fo

rGod so loved
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Christ died
for our sins
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SATURDAY COFFEE

First Sat. Jean Gill & Margaret Torkildsen
Second Sat. Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Third Sat. Margaret Torkildsen & Gay Brown
Fourth Sat. Susan McKenzie. & Gill Church
Fifth Sat. Jean Gill + helper

SUNDAY COFFEE

First Sun. Sylvia & Matt Franklin
Second Sun. Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Third Sun. Hazel Taylor, Andrew Proctor, & Gay Brown
Fourth Sun. Alison Brand & Joyce Fisher
Fifth Sun. Alison Brand & Joyce Fisher
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Our grateful thanks to all who provide our church flowers

TUESDAY @ 10am
during school term time only
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SUNDAY 1st 8.00am Holy Communion  on EASTER DAY - Rev Blair Kirkby
       8.30am Breakfast together - please book with Jean Gill
       10.30am Celebration Worship & Holy Communion - Rev Blair Kirkby

Monday 2nd 2.00pm   House Fellowship at Feryngs, Old Harlow
 SUNDAY 8th 10.30am Morning Worship - Prayer and Praise Service

Tuesday 10th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

Thursday 12th 12.30pm Midweek Service - Rev Blair Kirkby

Saturday  14th 10.00am Christian Mindfulness Quiet Day at Watton-at-Stone. See back of the Plan
       12.15pm Spud and Pud Lunch

SUNDAY   15th 10.30am Morning Worship - Ms Elizabeth Stockdale + during coffee in the hall:
        AWAY DAY & HOLIDAY CLUB planning meeting, everyone welcome

Wednesday 18th 7.30pm HAEBEA Area Property and Finance Meeting

Thursday 19th 12.30pm Friendship Group at the home of Gill Church in Pilkingtons

Saturday  21st Methodist District Synod - Colchester
       11.00am Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY 22nd 10.30am Morning Worship - Mr John Ellis
       2.00pm Pastoral Team’s course, ‘Encircled in Care’

 Tuesday 24th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

SUNDAY 29th 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton
       12.15pm St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship

Monday 30th 7.30pm Data Protection Meeting

APRIL DIARY
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SUNDAY 6th 10.30am Morning Worship & Holy Communion - Rev Blair Kirkby
       12.15pm Christian Aid Lunch after Worship
       2.00pm Annual Church Meeting

Tuesday 8th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

Wednesday 9th 7.30pm HAEBEA Executive Meeting

Thursday 10th 12.30pm Midweek Service

Saturday 12th 12.15pm Spud and Pud Lunch

SUNDAY 13th 10.30am Morning Worship - Miss Gillian Amphlett

Thursday 17th 10.30am Friendship Group Leave Harlow for Scotsdale Garden Centre

Saturday  19th 10.00am Christian Aid Coffee Morning
       11.00am Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY 20th 10.30am  Morning Worship for PENTECOST with Baptisms by immersion
                                                                            - Rev Blair Kirkby

4.00pm Churches Together in Epping District, PENTECOST UNITED SERVICE
on The Green in Epping - All are WELCOME

Monday 21st 2.00pm House Fellowship at Mark Hall Moors
Tuesday 22nd 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

Wednesday  23rd 7.30pm HAEBEA Worship and Training Meeting - at North Weald

Saturday 26th 10.00am Safeguarding Training - ‘Safer Spaces’ - book with Michael

SUNDAY 27th 10.30am Morning Worship - Mr David Swindale
       12.15pm St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship

Wednesday   30th 7.45pm Area Meeting at Hertford Methodist Church

   Thursday 31st 12 noon Friendship Group meet at the Toby Carvery

Please come to the planning meeting on Sunday 15th April,
during coffee after the service.

HELP

SERVE REFRESHMENTS

GET a D B S

CERTIFICATE (it’s free)

See Blair or Michael for details

M
AY

DIARY
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PRAY
SEE BLAIR

WITH YOUR IDEAS

COME TO

PLANNING MEETINGS


