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Dear Friends,
“Summer is the annual permission slip to be lazy. To do nothing and have it count for
something. To lie in the grass and count the stars. To sit on a branch and study the clouds.”
Regina Brett
“Rest is not idleness, and to lie sometimes on the grass under trees on a summer's day,
listening to the murmur of the water, or watching the clouds float across the sky, is by no
means a waste of time.” John Lubbock

“Come unto me all of you who are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. “
Jesus of Nazareth.

Summer, that much-loved season of comfort that is associated with rest, is now upon us,
and I am feeling the better for it already. This being the August issue of our church newsletter,
it is time to stop with our labour and give ourselves to holidays, gardens, barbeques, and a
slower pace of life. On the church front, there will be fewer meetings and less administration.
This is a wonderful time of year!

However, what if the key to rest is not so much the time of year as a state of mind, not
about a month but a perspective on life?  Jesus once said this rather ironic statement, "Come
unto me all of you who are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest, for my yoke is easy and my
burden is light." (Matt. 11:28) Rest, from this point of view, is about a better perspective that
Jesus can give us.  Peace of mind is about knowing that we are forgiven in his love and called
to do great things for His sake. His yoke and burden are light because in serving Him, we
experience what true peace is.  All of that ought to make everything we love about the
Summer even better. Bring on the holidays, gardens, and the barbeques. It is good to be alive!

In Christ, Blair

Ministerial Team Letter
Rev Blair Kirkby
12 Harefield, Harlow, CM20 3EF
Home: 443400  -  Mobile: 07913 476934
email: bkirkby@msn.com
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Rev John Buxton, M. A. (Cantab)
15 The Drive, Harlow, CM20 3QD
Home: 422661
email: minister2@standrewsharlow.org.uk

HOLIDAY CLUB
Our Teambuilders’ Holiday Club is going to be running this week (July 28th to August

3rd) so please do keep the children and the leaders in your prayers. There will be puppets,
games, Bible stories, crafts and snacks, all of which should make for a lot of fun and some
learning too. The theme is about how we are called to be on Jesus’ team, building a better
world with better values, and more hope.

Through five Bible readings, the Teambuilders’ programme will help us explore what it
means to be on God’s team. With a background of Paul’s first letter to the very un-team-
like Corinthians, the children will encounter stories from both the Old and New Testaments
that illustrate what it means to work together. These stories will help the children focus on
the value of teamwork in life and, in particular, as a community of people journeying with
Jesus. In addition, the children will meet Jesus and discover what he did for them and how
they can become part of his team.



BIBLE VERSES
Day four of our Holiday Club is based on this reading.

Now it was during this time that Jesus went out to the mountain to pray, and
he spent all night in prayer to God.  When morning came, he called his
disciples and chose twelve of them, whom he also named apostles: Simon
(whom he named Peter), and his brother Andrew; and James, John, Philip,
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas,  James the son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called
the Zealot, Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

NET Bible Luke 6: 12 - 16.
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QUOTABLE QUOTES
A coincidence is when God performs a miracle and decides to remain anonymous.

Here are two things I have learned:  There is a God.  And I’m not Him.

Your worst days are never so bad that you are beyond the reach of God’s grace.   And your
best days are never so good that you’re beyond the need of God’s grace.

Science can add years to your life, but only Christ can add life to your years.  Until you are
free to die, you are not free to live.

Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% of how you respond to it

Learn from the mistakes of others. You can’t live long enough to make them all yourself.

Toe:  a part of the foot that is used to find furniture in the dark.

House-keeping problem: when you have too much month left over at the end of the money.

The modern idea of ‘roughing it’ is to holiday without internet access.

When you make a commitment you build hope. When you keep it, you build trust.

Government expert:  one who complicates simple things.

OUR THANKS . . .

to Margaret Torkildsen

who has faithfully served as Steward

and Chief Steward over the past six years.

We wish her God’s blessing

as she continues to serve him

in her other responsibilities

within our church.



MIDWEEK SERVICES

Our once-a-month midweek service at 12.30pm - 1.00pm is on the second Thursday
each month, and is followed by soup and roll plus cakes, tea or coffee.
Everyone is welcome.  The dates are: 9th August and 13th September.
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SPUD AND PUD LUNCHES
(On the SECOND SATURDAY of each month at 12.15pm)

Book your place on the list on the coffee room notice board.

11th August and 8th September
Please join us on these dates.

£5 for lunch:   jacket potato and fillings,
home-made puddings,      coffee or tea,      all included in the price.

We look forward to seeing you   -   good company and good food!

A CHOICE OF Bible StudIES

The day-time group meets on Mondays at 12 noon in the Sunshine Room. Coffee and tea are provided but
people are invited to bring a packed lunch so that we can eat together as well as learn together.    (See Blair

for further details)

The evening group meets on Tuesdays  at 7.30pm in the chapel.  We re-start
on 4th September and will be looking at ‘The glory, light and radiance of
God’ in the Bible. (See David Swindale for further details)

Everyone is welcome to both groups, whether you attend our church or not.

A MIRACLE?

 Last November I laid a small wooden cross in the churchyard of St Mary’s Church,
Churchgate Street.  It had the name of my brother, who was killed in the war, on it.  It was
with lots of other similar crosses, which are laid together, each year.

In March when I went to the graveyard, after very strong winds, all the crosses had been
blown around the grass.  I collected them up, but my brother’s wasn’t among them.  I
searched, but it was missing.

In June, they were blown away once again.  As I collected them up, it was impossible to
read the names now as they had weathered.  But there was one cross whose name was as
new, that I could read clearly - the name of my brother!  When I saw the Vicar in the local
shop, I told him what had happened and asked him if he could explain it.

‘No,’ he replied.  ‘I’d just call it a miracle.’ Philip Evans
Perhaps we should look out for miracles -

they may be around us, but we miss them in the busyness of life. (Editor)



This page can be cut out and coloured

4

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE

magazine@standrewsharlow.org.uk

IN LOVING MEMORY
of Brenda Woodfine who died 15th August 2017;
and Derek Ashpole who died 5th September 2016.

May God bless and comfort those who mourn.

We will be holding a St Andrew’s Leaders Away Day at Hatfield Heath URC. Please
could all stewards, Sunday Club leaders, church council members and pastoral visitors make
this a high priority, but it is open to everyone who gives any kind of leadership in our church.
The Text for the day Ephesians 4:11-13 “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ
may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”

Hatfield Heath URC will be putting a lunch on for us, so they will need to know our
numbers. Please let Jean Gill know if you are intending to come.  Through worship, prayer
and discussion we will be looking at questions like the following: “What is really good about
St Andrew’s?” “What is not so good?” “What can we change?” and “What are our
priorities?”

              * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

.

Many of you may remember some of the great national Methodist Youth Events in the
past. Well, this one will be a bit like those were. It is taking place on the weekend of Nov
23rd - 25th at Southport, and Blair is dying to take some young people from our church. An
event like this can be wonderful for the formation of the young person’s faith. The cost is
£120.00 but the District is willing to pay the full amount for any young person who wants to
go.

The theme is on being courageous in your faith and over a thousand young people have
already registered. If you're aged between 8 and 23, 3Generate is for you!

There are four separate age streams: 8-11s (school years 4-6), 11-14s (school years 7-9),
14-18s (school years 10-13) and 19-23s. If you are at all interested, please speak to Blair soon.

Action for Children total collections for the 12 months ending on 30 June 2018.

July 2017 Gift Envelopes £186.05  Christmas collections £245.68
Home collecting boxes £737.98 Total £1169.71

Thank you for your generous donations to help provide support for children
and families at risk. John Hutchings.



On behalf of the Harlow Foodbank and MRCT I would like to acknowledge receipt of the
two cheques totalling £350.  Please pass on our sincere thanks to all of these very kind and
generous donors.

The second cheque of £300 towards our satellite appeal is very gratefully received and will
assist us in our move to the back of St Pauls Church.  This move will provide easier access for
our clients and the movement of our stock.

The regular support provided by members of St Andrews Methodist Church is really
appreciated and never taken for granted.

These donations assist us to continue this important service to people in need.
Once again , please pass on our sincere thanks and gratitude.

The letter was received by John Hutchings, our church co-ordinator.  The names of donors have been removed.
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 . . .

for everyone in church on August 5th after the Sunday
service – Everyone is welcome to a full barbeque lunch.
Either sign the sheet or see Jean if you’re coming.

The Church Car Park will be closed to cars that day, as we
will cook and serve the food from there.   There will be
outdoor (weather permitting) and indoor seating, with
tables.
There is no charge but a donation plate will be available after
lunch if you wish to contribute.

HOW TO BEAT THE SCAMMERS AND FIGHT THE FRAUDSTERS
WHAT HAPPENS

You get a call from someone pretending to be
from your bank or the police, saying they are
investigating fraud.

The fraudster suggests you hang up and redial
the number of the bank or police force to show
they are genuine.  They don’t disconnect the
call so when you redial, you are still speaking
to the fraudster.

They may ask you to read out your credit or
debit card PIN or type it on your phone
keypad.  They then promise to send a courier
to collect your bank card in order to use the
details you have given them.

Or they may suggest you take money from
your bank and hand it to a ‘courier’.

HOW TO BEAT IT

Never trust a cold call.  If you’re worried by
what the caller says, call back the
organisation on a different phone line.

If it’s not possible to use another phone then
wait for at least 10 minutes after putting the
phone down so the line will be clear.

Never give your bank details out to strangers
who ring you at home.  No bank worker will
ever ask for your full PIN number.

Be aware that no one except fraudsters will
ever ask you to withdraw cash from your
bank.
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NEW CHURCH PIANO
Why do we need a new (to us) piano, when we already have the Broadwood grand?
The Broadwood was a fine piano but it is now over 100 years old.  Unlike violins, pianos

do not improve with age.  On this piano the soundboard has flattened so it has lost tonal
quality.  This means that a player cannot get the variety of tone that is often required.  It
keeps correct pitch so it sounds fine when used for hymns but the main use of the piano is
for the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM) which take place in the
church three times a year with several sessions each time.  It is very unfair on candidates to
play on a piano which is not fit for that purpose.  They cannot get the variations of tone that
pieces, especially higher grades, require.  There have been complaints from music teachers.
It would mean that if we did not have an adequate instrument the teachers would put their
higher grade pupils in for exams at other centres and we would lose the income from the
hire of the church and Room 1 for quite a few days.  The ABRSM also pay for the tuning of
both pianos each exam time.

It will also enable us to host concerts from outside groups, should we want to.

When the offer of the ‘new’ piano was made at a very reasonable cost, £1800, it seemed too
good a chance to miss. It is a Knight piano which is exceptionally sturdy and their
construction method ensures a much higher quality of tone and strength than most pianos.
The action is very responsive to the touch so full expression is possible.  They are to be
found in many schools (eg. Burnt Mill), and churches.  We were blessed to get this piano as
another group were very keen to purchase it.  It has been maintained since the original
purchase by Mr Kear who maintains our church pianos as well as my own Knight.

Maureen Buxton



SM
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Dear Lord,
We give thanks that you give us tasks to do in your name.  We ask your
blessing on those who will lead our Holiday Club and the children who will
come.  May there be fun and learning, safely and achievement.

                  May we all feel a sense of your presence.
   In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

PRAYER

The officers of St Andrew's are acting in response
to the Data Protection Act.

We hold member’s and adherent’s names, addresses, phone numbers, and if
given to us, email addresses.
At any time, you can ask to see what information we hold, how it will be
used, how it’s protected, and who it’s shared with.   You can also ask us to
amend it or remove it from our databases etc.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - -

Hospital patients’ comment about the new curate: ‘He can stay longer in an hour than most
people do in a week.’

Sign spotted in a safari park:  Elephants, please stay in your car.

The scientific theory I like best is that the rings of Saturn are composed entirely
of lost airline luggage.

A golfing priest, after having been beaten by an elderly parishioner, returned
to the clubhouse somewhat depressed.  ‘Cheer up,’ said the layman.
‘Remember, you’ll eventually be burying me some day.’  ‘Yes,” said the priest

bitterly, ‘but even then it will be your hole!’

‘I do exercises every day in front of the television.  Up, down, up, down, up, down.  Then the
other eyelid.’

Ken Dodd, who died in March, held the world record for cracking jokes: 1,500 in three hours
and seven minutes, without a script.!

As a sergeant in a parachute regiment, I took part in several night-time exercises. Once, I was
seated next to a lieutenant fresh from jump school.  He was quiet and looked a bit pale, so I
struck up a conversation. “Scared, lieutenant?” I asked.
He replied, ‘No, just a bit apprehensive.’
I asked, ‘What’s the difference?’
He sheepishly replied, ‘That means I’m scared, but with a university education.’

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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EDITOR’S LETTER

HAZEL’S HOLIDAY BLOG
(I read Bible verses each morning and choose one from Good News or New Daylight)

Wednesday 20th June 2018
We’re meeting our Granddaughter Fiona at our favourite Chinese Buffet in Burton on Trent on our

way to the Lake District.  She’s taken the afternoon off work, so after a huge lunch we drive up to
Dovedale.  With blue sky and sunshine, which we are blessed with for six days out of seven, the three of
us follow the path up to the stepping stones and go across the river.  We chat about the family weddings,
gardening, work and our holiday.

As she leaves us for her half-hour drive home, Bob and I go east for our first bed-and-breakfast in
Darley Dale, north of Matlock.

Thursday (The Summer Solstice)
Psalm 48:14.  This God is our God for ever and ever; he will lead us for all time to come.

Our first stop today is Poole’s Cavern near Buxton.  This is a series of ‘rooms’ blasted and dug out of
the limestone.  The guide gives us a potted history of the caves during the tour.  The temperature is a
steady 7° all year.   It’s about 15° outside, as there’s a cool breeze.

After a picnic lunch we drive up towards Kendal and visit Sizergh Gardens.  There’s a heritage kitchen
garden and a pond with a family of swans including seven signets.  After dinner in Kendal we walk
along the river and watch a pair of pigeons in their elaborate courting dance, on a high bridge.  Swallows
swoop over the water and a yellow wagtail potters on the gravel shore-line.  Heading out into the
country, we check-in at our second B & B, in Brigsteer.

Friday
Psalm 49 7-8.  A person can never redeem himself; he cannot pay God the price for his life, because the payment for
human life is too great.

We drive to Ambleside on Windermere.  We need quite a few hours in the car park as we’re catching a
hop-on, hop-off cruiser down to Bowness.  It’s an eye-watering £8 plus 40p each for the loos!  This seems
to be the going rate in busy places in the Lake District.  It’s 20p in Yorkshire, a few days later.

With clear blue sky and sunshine but still a cool breeze, it’s super on the water, with wonderful views
all round.   A small beach at Bowness is crowded with very tame swans, ducks and pigeons, and some
RAF jets zoom low over Windermere, startling everyone.

After walking round the small town and eating our picnic lunch, we get the boat back to our car and
drive west, by Coniston Water then on single-track lanes to Eskdale, where we are staying tonight.

 I’d booked dinner in the hotel and it’s lovely.  Bob says his sirloin steak is the best he’s ever tasted.  I
have a goats’ cheese, leek, apple and sweet potato strudel in cream sauce with roasted vegetables and
sweet potato chips.  This is the best meal of the holiday.  We re-booked the table for two hours later to
have our sweets as we were so full!

Saturday
Psalm 50:15.  God said, ‘Call to me when trouble comes; I will save you, and you will praise me.’

There are two parties of cyclists staying and one group is woken noisily by their leader at 5am for an
early start!  Much later, we walk up a wooded hill opposite the hotel before breakfast.  I have fruit,
scrambled eggs, smoked salmon and mushrooms then toast and hot sultana croissants.  Mm, lovely.

This is our only day without sunshine but it’s warm as we drive to Keswick.  We go to their Puzzle
Museum which is full of optical illusions.  Even though we could see something, our brain wouldn’t
accept it.  It’s really weird.  We have a late lunch then drive to Little Salkeld, north of Penrith, to try to
find Lacy’s Caves on the bank of the river Eden.  I know there’s a twenty minute walk, but after following
signposts, waiting for about 50 cows to come down the track we have to follow, asking other walkers,
and searching for nearly an hour, there is no sign of the caves.  But this is the only thing that I’d
discovered on the internet to visit, that we didn’t find.

We are very glad to get to The Mill Inn and have a rest.  But there are drawbacks!  Our small room is
over the bar and very noisy.  Also the door to the tiny en suite is made of glass!  It’s part frosted but with
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a fancy pattern which is clear.  Maybe I’m fussy but I like a bit of privacy in the loo.  When the light is
switched on, you are fully illuminated, sitting on the loo!

Sunday
1 Kings 19: 12.  … and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord is not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer
silence.

We are heading to Yorkshire today, and our first stop is Barnard Castle.  It’s already 20° at 10am as
we go down the M6 for a bit, before turning east.

The castle is celebrating with a 40’s weekend so the area is packed with the army and locals dressed
in appropriate gear, with old cars and lorries, guns and tents, prams and bikes, music and stalls, with
some selling war-time type food.  Bob chatted to some young recruits, sweltering in thick woollen
uniforms, and he tried holding the type of riflehe’d handled during National Service, although he was
in the RAF.

Arriving at our next B & B, Curlew Barn, late in the afternoon, Maureen shows us to a lovely room on
the ground floor.  Apologising for the smears on the window, she says, ‘There are sheep in the field
outside and they come up and look in, and sometimes lick the window.’  There are a few sheep in the
distance and, while reading later, I notice that something has reduced the light in the room.  And there
at the window is a black and white face looking at us intently.  I have time to grab the camera and get a
couple of pictures before she wanders off.

Monday
Micah 4:3.  Nations shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

There are wild boar by the car park at Bolton Castle.  Six hundred years ago they were hunted as
they roamed the surrounding woods.  They’ve been re-introduced but they’re enclosed and pampered
now.  We decide to do the gardens first, before it gets any hotter.  It’s already 28° at 10am!  We’re really
not used to this when we come north for a holiday.  I hate seeing the birds of prey and owls in cages,
unable to get to the trees they can see around them.  I walk round apologising that I can’t let them out.
There’s a walled garden with rows of vines on a sloping site.  Mary Queen of Scots stayed at this castle
and walked in this part of the grounds.

In the ancient kitchen, I learn something new.  The name toddler comes from when babies were
weaned from breast milk to wine or ale.  The measure given to them each day was a tod.

It takes us a few hours to get to the Yorkshire Museum of Farming, near York.  From earliest times to
the Second World War, farming is shown in words, pictures and implements.  There are also old
varieties of farm animals and mock-ups of a Viking and a prehistoric village.

It’s so hot that night that we can’t stand having the duvet on, so sleep under our bath towels.

Tuesday
Isaiah 11: 9.  They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of
the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

After a walk round the field at the bottom of the garden, we have a a lovely breakfast then travel
back across Yorkshire to Parcevall Hall Gardens, near Grassington.  I had read about this in the Spring
Magnet. This is a retreat house, with a large estate of woods, a pond and formal gardens, open to the
public.  Around the steeply sloping site there are simple wooden crosses marked in Roman numerals for
the Stations of the Cross.  Later, we drive east again for our last night.  We stayed at The Wellington Inn
last year and decided to return as their breakfasts were amazing.  I had booked dinner as well this time,
and the chef didn’t let us down.

Wednesday 27th

Matthew 4:10.  Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan!  For it is written, “Worship the Lord your God, and
serve only him.”’

And so we head east again, through the winding roads of Yorkshire, towards the A1(M).  Although
it’s hot, we don’t have any hold-ups on the road, so it’s a painless journey home.  I read the paper and
doze most of the way, as usual!
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SATURDAY COFFEE

First Sat. Jean Gill & Margaret Torkildsen
Second Sat. Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Third Sat. Margaret Torkildsen & Gay Brown
Fourth Sat. Susan McKenzie & Gill Church
Fifth Sat. Jean Gill & Ann Kirkby

SUNDAY COFFEE

First Sun. Sylvia & Matt Franklin
Second Sun. Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Third Sun. Hazel Taylor, Andrew Proctor, & Gay Brown
Fourth Sun. Alison Brand & Joyce Fisher
Fifth Sun. Alison Brand & Joyce Fisher

Our grateful thanks to all who provide our church flowers

TUESDAY @ 10am
during school term time only

Vo
lunteers please contact Jean Gill

10



SUNDAY 5th 10.30am All Age Worship - Rev Blair Kirkby - followed by BBQ
        NOTE: The church car park will NOT be available for parking +
                                 see page 5 for further details

Thursday 9th 12.30pm Midweek Service - Rev John Buxton

 Saturday 11th 12.15pm Spud and Pud Lunch

 SUNDAY 12th 10.30am Morning Worship - Prayer and Praise
       2.00pm Infant Baptism - Rev John Buxton

Thursday 16th 10.30am Friendship Group Outing to Saffron Walden

Saturday  18th 11.00am Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY   19th 10.30am Prayer and Praise Family Service - led by Mrs Susan Swindale

SUNDAY 26th 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev David Norkett (See below for road closures)
       12.15pm St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship

Friday   31st 7.30pm Welcome Service for Rev Debbie Hodgson and Commissioning of
        Rev Blair Kirky as Superintendent Minister, at Hoddesdon Methodist

All Welcome.  Please let a Steward know if you would like a lift.

AUGUST DIARY
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SUNDAY CLUB

 closed in August

CLOSED IN AUGUST –

 SUNDAY CLUB,     HOUSE FELLOWSHIP,      BOTH BIBLE STUDIES,
STARS,       WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP,       GUIDES.

ROAD CLOSURES DUE TO HARLOW CARNIVAL ON SUNDAY 26th AUGUST

Some roads around BUSH FAIR will be closed from 8.00am  to 2.00pm as the Carnival
starts there and travels to the Town Park via Tillwicks Road, Howard Way, First Avenue
and Fifth Avenue.
HOWARD WAY (at the side of our church) will be closed from 11.30am - 2.00pm

See the centre page of HARLOW TIMES, Summer 2018, for further details.



SUNDAY 2nd 10.30am Morning Worship & Holy Communion - Rev Blair Kirkby

Monday 3rd 2.00pm House Fellowship at Brenda’s home in Cook’s Spinney

Wednesday  5th 7.30pm HAEBEA Worship and Training Meeting venue TBA

Thursday 6th 12.30pm Friendship Group at Hazel’s home in Ladyshot

Saturday 8th 12.15pm Spud and Pud Lunch

SUNDAY 9th 10.30am Morning Worship - Miss Gillian Amphlett

Tuesday 11th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship AGM

Wednesday 12th 7.45pm HAEBEA Area Meeting at St James, Staple Tye

Thursday 13th 12.30pm Midweek Service

Saturday  15th  Methodist District Synod
       10.00am Arranging Harvest display in church
       11.00am Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY 16th 10.30am Harvest Festival Morning Worship - Rev Blair Kirkby

Saturday 22nd 10 - 4pm St Andrew’s Away Day at Hatfield Heath URC -
                                                                       see page 4 for details

SUNDAY 23rd 10.30am Morning Worship -  Prayer and Praise

Tuesday 25th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

SUNDAY 30th 10.30am Morning Worship - Mr David Swindale -
                                          introducing ‘Great Open Door’
       12.15pm St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship
       2.30pm Pastoral Care Meeting - Developing Skills

SEPTEMBER DIARY

12

7th October - 12 noon - Church Council Meeting
21st October - Church Anniversary

        Saturday 17th November - Christmas Fare
      Sunday 2nd December - after morning worship -
                     Christmas Lunch then Christmas Party
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