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Rev John Buxton, M. A. (Cantab)
15 The Drive, Harlow, CM20 3QD
Home: 422661
email: minister2@standrewsharlow.org.uk

Dear Friends,

Light bulbs, it would seem can be used for more than one
purpose. I read today about a school Christmas play where (and I
quote), “all of the cast will be played by twelve-year-olds, except for
the baby Jesus, who will be played by a concealed 40 watt light-
bulb.” What are the practical consequences and theological
implications of such a casting I wonder?

Well, the practical consequences are clear and positive. Light
bulbs don’t cry, or wriggle, or need their nappies changed. A light
bulb, as the baby Jesus, would not make any noises or movements that might distract young
cast members. That would mean more peace and order on the stage. What’s more, the
luminous glow provided by the bulb would help young shepherds to find their way around
up there and to read their lines too.

Even the theological implications are pretty good. The light in the manger would be
symbolic of the One who is, we believe, the real light of the world. In Him, we believe, there is
no darkness, and by His light, we see.

All of that said though, I still prefer a baby, noises, and all. The whole point of the
Christmas story is that God deigns to be present in the flesh of our humanity and not in a bit
of glass and filament bought at Tesco’s. Christmas points to a God who chooses to be involved
with us in human ways, on our terms, and in our flesh. Human life, noises and all, is blessed
by a wonderful Grace that does not “abhor the virgin’s womb”. That is to say, God’s Grace
does not shrink away from Mary’s flesh or from ours’, but becomes one of us, and thereby
helps us to see in a way that no light-bulb ever could. Such is the wonderful news concerning
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Light bulbs are good. We use them all of the time in our
house, but when it comes to communicating the love of God at Christmas, you can’t beat a
baby.

In Christ,  Blair

At our 10.30am Service on Sunday 16th December, we ask you to bring new or
good-as-new toys and also new toiletry items for the ladies at Harlow Refuge,
including sanitary products.  Also underwear, gloves, scarves and hats for
homeless men.

Let’s all share in this Christian act of giving to others, at Christmas time.



If Christ’s lordship does not disrupt our own lordship, then the reality of our conversion must
be questioned. Charles Colson

It is not your hold of Christ that saves, but His hold of you!  C H Spurgeon

Temptations are everywhere, and so is the grace of God.

Humility is that grace that, when you know you have it, you have lost it.  Andrew Murray

The real art of conversation is not only to say the right thing at the right time, but also to leave
unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting moment.

Love is what’s in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents for a minute
and look around.

To some people, religious freedom means a choice of churches to stay home from.
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QUOTABLE QUOTES

Living in God's Grace
Firstly could we take a moment in prayer to remember the still suffering addict, the addict

who sadly never made it and the despairing families and friends who have all been affected
by the disease of alcoholism.

Pitch black, cold, walking around in circles. I never pictured life to be such an empty dark
space. However it was and I wanted out. I had attempts at suicide during these times. Today I
know I would have killed the wrong person, I never knew the true me. Life seemed
impossible to do. Smiles on strangers faces, I wanted to be them. How had this happened ?
Where was the happy child I once was ?

Frantically searching the existence of myself, trying to find the true me. Hello are you there ?
I am answered by the bottle, again. I really did not want to drink but all power had gone.
There was no other option. Slumped on the ground, then back on to my feet. "Try again" I
heard in the background "I am with you". There was a battle going on inside of me. An evil
spirit that always slumped me to the ground and a gentle hand that always got me back on to
my feet. Today I know that was our Lord, "Try again. I am with you".

Towards the end I had committed to dying, it seemed to be the only way out, that was my
will. God's will for me was different. It took some time to align my will with his. Since
handing my will and my life over to the care of God each and every day, I am free. Free from
the bondage of addiction. I get to walk this earth a free man living in the sunlight of the Holy
spirit. I feel safe and protected.

No matter how good or bad my day is, I will always be grateful because when I look back at
my past I realise it was God keeping me alive, He kept on getting me to my feet with the
instructions to "Try again" and by God's grace I am set free from the bondage of addiction.

All glory always goes to our Lord Jesus Christ,
Byron Collins



SPUD AND PUD LUNCHES
(On the SECOND SATURDAY of each month at 12.15pm)

Book your place on the list on the coffee room notice board.

8th December & 12th January
£5 for lunch:   jacket potato and fillings,

home-made puddings,      coffee or tea,      all included in the price.

We look forward to seeing you   -   good company and good food!

St. Andrew’s and the General Data Protection Regulations 2018

In the new year, we will be asking all members who have, or have had in the recent past,
roles in the church, to complete a questionnaire concerning information about people which
we believe they may possess. If you believe you have such information, but have not
received a questionnaire by the end of January, please contact the Minister, Rev Blair
Kirkby, or St. Andrew’s Data Processor.

Data Processor (Bob Taylor) gdprprocessor@standrewsharlow.org.uk

A CHOICE OF three Bible StudIES

The MONDAY group meets at 12 noon in the Sunshine Room.
  CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR CLOSURES:  no meetings 24th & 31st December.
  Coffee and tea are provided but people are invited to bring a packed lunch so that we can

eat together as well as learn together. (See Blair for further details)

The TUESDAY evening group meets at 7.30pm in the chapel. See David Swindale for further details.

  Our Advent Study is called ‘Promises, Promises’. CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR CHANGES
& CLOSURES:  18th December we meet at 7.15pm at Hazel and Bob’s home in Ladyshot
for mince pies and our last Advent Study.  We are closed 25th December and 1st January.

The SUNDAY evening group meets THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH at 6pm at
Lloyd and Alberta’s home in Bynghams. See Lloyd for further details.

  Everyone is welcome to all groups, whether you attend our church or not.

THANKS
Our thanks to for her prayers, help and care over the many

years she has been a Pastoral Visitor.  Gill feels it’s time for her to stand
down.  Those people who are on her list will be advised who will care for
them in the near future .
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IN LOVING MEMORY
of Dilys Lloyd who died on 3rd October 2018 aged 94 years.

BIBLE VERSES from Luke 1: 46 -  51. NET Bible

And Mary said,
“My soul exalts the Lord, and my spirit has begun to rejoice in God my
Saviour, because he has looked upon the humble state of his servant.
For from now on all generations will call me blessed, because he who is
mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name;  from
generation to generation he is merciful to those who fear him.
He has demonstrated power with his arm; he has scattered those whose
pride wells up from the sheer arrogance of their hearts.

CHRISTMAS FARE

We made £1056.06 profit at our Christmas Fare on 17th November.  This was a
well-attended, happy occasion and our thanks to everyone who helped in any way.

On a poster  in a French church - (translated)

As you visit our church this Christmas, it is possible
that you may hear the call of God.  However, it is
unlikely that He will call you on your mobile, so thank
you for turning it off.  If you want to talk to God, please
choose a quiet corner here, and talk to Him.  If you want
to see Him later, send Him a text while driving.

ADULT BAPTISMS
Romeo and John Ghansah on 7th October 2018.

We pray that God will bless them in their Christian life.

CLASSICAL PLUS CHRISTMAS CONCERT
proceeds to ACTION for CHILDREN
FRIDAY 7th DECEMBER at 7.00pm

Piano, Saxophone and Clarinet.  Refreshments in the interval.
Retiring Collection.

x xx x
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St Andrews Church Away Day – 22nd September 2018
Our Church Away Day was held at Hatfield Heath URC Church.   Although the summer of

2018 may be remembered as being a very hot summer, this was one day when it rained all day.
We all arrived for 10 o’clock and were duly signed in and given our name badges and a lovely cup
of tea or coffee.  We then went through to the church for a time of worship, lead by our minister,
Rev Blair Kirkby.  We sang some songs and heard our text for the day which was from Ephesians 4
: 11-13 “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip
his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of
Christ.”  Rev Blair led a short discussion before we went back into the school room and sat at the
tables we had been assigned to.

Each table had about 5 people.  In our groups we were asked to think about what is good
about our church.  Rev Blair then asked each group in turn what they thought and this was
recorded on a flip chart.  Many of the groups came up with similar answers but the main points
were as follows:

As a church we are welcoming and caring – both of ourselves and visitors/ newcomers to
our congregation.  Whilst we have a good range of ages younger and older, we were missing the
20-40 year olds.  We are a social church with many activities going on.   We have a good multi-cul-
tural mix and we enjoy the music.  Our worship leaders are well prepared and as a church, prayer
is always available for anyone.

Our next question was a bit harder - we had to discuss how we could do even better. This
was not about doing better the things we are already doing, which of course we need to bear in
mind, but what new ways could we be better as a church.   Again after our table discussions our
thoughts were shared.  The main points were that we could better in the following ways:

Increase our use of social media/ facebook.   It was suggested that signing for deaf / hard of
hearing people would be good.  It would be great to have a “band” that could play in some
services.  Healing services were suggested and integration with the Ghanaian Fellowship.   We
naturally did discuss areas that we could improve in and these included: safety on the stairs, spring
cleaning, the atmosphere at the start of the service and more bible teaching within the service.

It was then time for lunch and we enjoyed a lovely sandwich lunch prepared by the people
of Hatfield Heath, and a chat amongst ourselves.   Our afternoon session started early as we were
not able (due to the weather) to get out for a walk around the village at all.  The first half of the
afternoon was taken up by two speakers.  First Susan Swindale, who took as her text Psalm 127 v 1
“Unless the Lord builds the house, it’s builders labour in vain.”  This led us on a stroll through the bible
showing us that it is God’s house we are participating in building and God has the plans and ideas
for how he wants his house to be.  She urged us to pray for the church stewards that they may
know God’s guidance as they lead the church forward.

Rev Blair then spoke to us from 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 where Paul describes the church as
being one body with many parts.   We all have different gifts and abilities from God and we need
to know what they are and use them to build each other and the church up.

After each of the talks our groups were asked to discuss between themselves what had been
said and then as a final topic, before going into the church for our closing worship time, we were
asked to discuss briefly how we had felt the day had been.   There was a general consensus that the
day had been very worthwhile, that friendships had been developed and that another day should
be planned for next year.

It’s good to talk – do come next year! Susan Swindale



The minister was very ill.  He was told by his doctor not to have too many visitors.
However, when his agnostic friend called, the unbeliever was ushered into the minister’s
bedside.   ‘I do appreciate,’ said the agnostic, ‘you seeing me when so many in your church
have not been able to see you.’
‘Well, it’s like this,’ said the minister.  ‘I feel confident that I shall see them all again in
heaven, but I was worried that this might be my last chance to see you!’

NOTICE OUTSIDE A CHURCH - Come in and pray today. Beat the Christmas rush!

An atheist has no invisible means of support.

People are like tea bags – you have to put them in hot water before you know how strong
they are.

What do you call a cat in the desert?  Sandy Claws.
What goes oh oh oh? Santa walking backwards.

What did the dog get for Christmas?  A mobile bone.
Who delivers presents to sharks at Christmas?  Santa Jaws.

What did Adam say in the Garden of Eden on December 24? It’s Christmas, Eve.
Why do turkeys never go hungry at Christmas? They’re always stuffed.

Which Christmas carol is most popular with new parents?  Silent Night!

The minister was having a tough time in the run-up to Christmas.  He finally stretched
himself out on the couch to do a bit of what he thought to be well-deserved self-pitying.
He moaned to wife: ‘Nobody in this church loves me … the whole town hates me!’
His wife passed by with this encouraging word: ‘That can’t be true, Sam.  I’m sure most
people don’t give you a second thought.’

How do you know Santa is a man?  Well, no woman is going to wear the same outfit year
after year.

SM
ILE LINES

Heavenly Father,
We thank you for the gift of your Son, Jesus - for the wonder of his

birth and life.  We pray for guidance in our lives and the life of
our church.  As we decide about our new youth worker in
connection with ‘Time for God’, may we be led by you.

Be with us each day, and as we worship you, may we grow in faith and love.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

PRAYER
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Second class 18th December
First class 20th December

Although there are no new religious stamps this year, each post office should have
’Madonna and Child’ stamps to sell for those who want Christian Christmas stamps.

Royal Mail International Standard (airmail)
Tuesday 4th December  Africa, Middle East
Friday 7th December Cyprus, Malta, Asia, Far East, Eastern Europe (except Poland, Czech Republic and Slovakia)

Saturday 8th December  Caribbean, Central and South America
Monday 10th December  Greece, Turkey, Australia, New Zealand
Friday 14th December  Canada, Czech Republic, Italy, Poland and USA
Saturday 15th December  Finland, Sweden
Monday 17th December Austria, Denmark, Germany, Iceland, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland

Tuesday 18th December  Belgium, France, Ireland, Luxembourg
7

Beth
and John

send our love
and best wishes

to all our friends at
St Andrew’s Methodist

Church for a happy Christmas
and a New Year full of good

things
Love
Joy
and

Peace

To all the church family at
St Andrew’s Church.

God’s blessing for Christmas
and a very happy New Year,

from Gisela.

David & Susan
wish you all a

blessed Christmas
& good wishes

for 2019.

A Merry Christmas
and a happy New Year

to everyone at
St Andrew’s Church

from Andrew Proctor.

Margaret Torkildsen
wishes everyone in the

Church Family
a Very Happy Christmas

and a New Year
full of blessings.

Yvonne wishes everyone a
Very Happy Christmas and

peace and good health in the
coming year.

Also thank you for the kindness
shown to me during the past year.

I send everyone my
best wishes for

Christmas,
and thank you for
your prayers and

concern.
Love to all, Jeanne
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What the UK Church looks like in 2018
The church is both declining and growing!  There are 270 different denominations in the UK, 95 of
which exist in Scotland.  For simplicity these are put into 10 groups, the three largest of which are the
Anglicans, Catholics and Presbyterians.  Between them, these three Churches account for 20%, of all
the denominations, and membership is declining. Two smaller groups, the Baptists and the
Methodists are also declining.  Together, they represent 4% of the denominations and 7% of the
members.

That leaves five groups: the Independent Churches (such as FIEC and the Brethren), New Churches
(such as Vineyard and Newfrontiers), Orthodox, Pentecostals and the Smaller Denominations (such
as the Salvation Army, Quakers, Seventh-Day Adventists, all the many immigrant churches, and so
on).  Each of these five groups is growing in membership terms.  They account for 76% of the UK’s
denominations but only 33% of church members.  Unfortunately, the decline by the larger
denominations is too great to be offset by the growth.

The faster growing denominations fall into roughly three equal groups:
1) Immigrant churches (especially Poles, Romanians, and Filipinos and Koreans in England and
Chinese in Scotland).  Most of the Poles are Roman Catholic; many of the Romanians are Orthodox,
but the others are mostly Evangelical.
2) The Pentecostal churches, which are mostly Black, although welcoming all nationalities.  The
largest of these is the Redeemed Christian Church of God [RCCG] (planting 800 churches in the UK
in the last 20 years).  The RCCG uses a mantra straight out of Nigerian bush country, “Plant a church
within 10 minutes walking distance” (of where people live), which is equivalent to about a ½ mile
circle.
3) Other growing denominations include Hillsong, Churches of Christ, the FIEC, Vineyard, and
Messy Church.  These churches are planted where there is a need or an opportunity.

(from an article in Parish Pump)

Harlow Foodbank
If anyone would like to make a gift of money to the Foodbank Christmas Appeal please put
it in an envelope and give it to Beth or John Hutchings. You may also put gifts of food in the
basket in the foyer in the usual way. Some seasonal items would be welcome in addition to
the usual fare but nothing from the cool counters or freezer cabinets. Harlow Foodbank has
no refrigerated storage and can only accept long-life items.

HARLOW WINTER NIGHT SHELTER

As part of this church’s social responsibilities in January and February 2019 we are again
acting as a host church for homeless people on a TUESDAY night. It has been agreed that the
church will not open to them until 8.00pm and we are only going to offer light refreshments,
soup, toast, cake etc.

There are opportunities to get involved and help the guests, this could involve helping with
the catering, spending time talking to them from 8.00pm to 9.30pm or staying the night to
ensure the safety of the guests once a fortnight, which involves staying awake for half the
night sharing responsibility with another person. We need a commitment from at least two
people each week to sleep over and be in charge of the premises, but training can be given.

Please contact David Swindale or Rev. Blair to register interest in helping or to find out
more details.
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Dear Friends,

I thought I’d write a bit about Joseph.  We know that he was someone who
quietly and humbly took on the awesome task of caring for the Son of God.  Joseph could
trace his ancestors back to Abraham and down the years through king David to his
grandfather Matthan and his father Jacob (Matt 1:16) or Eli (Luke 3: 23).  But perhaps he had
two names, as many of us do.  Joseph would have taught Jesus many things – not just the
skills of a labourer and carpenter, but the lore of the countryside, which was evident in Jesus’
teaching.  Jesus grew up within a loving family and described God as ‘Father’.  Perhaps he
was remembering the fatherly qualities of Joseph when he said it.

In the Christmas story, Joseph finds himself in a situation that brought about misunder-
standing and suspicion.  He listens to an angel’s explanation about Mary’s pregnancy and
follows the command to marry her and name her baby Jesus.  But the neighbours and family
must have given him a hard time.  And almost as soon as he knows about this mind-blowing
event, Mary rushes off to her relative Elizabeth and stays away for months.

Joseph is with Mary, in that borrowed room or stable in Bethlehem, where their baby is
born.  He’s the one who lets the shepherds in, and with his wife hears their amazing tale of
brilliant light and angels with messages from God.  Joseph knows this baby is special but in
that dog-tired moment, through the shepherds’ wonder and worship, did he glimpse the
miracle of God’s gift to the world?  Could he comprehend that this tiny helpless baby is the
long-awaited Messiah?

When later their baby is in danger, it’s Joseph who gets instructions from the angel.  They
have to pack up immediately and get out of the territory governed by Herod.  It took at least
three days to get there via The way of the Sea, as Egypt is about 100 miles south of Bethlehem.

When Jesus is twelve, he goes with Mary and Joseph and a party of other travellers to
Jerusalem.  After the Passover celebrations, when Jesus is supposed to leave with everyone
else, he stay on to learn more from the temple teachers.  His parents don’t realise until the
evening that he’s missing.  After a frantic search among the relatives and friends, they return
to Jerusalem.  And it’s three days before they find him.  I can imagine Joseph doing his best to
comfort Mary although they must have been beside themselves with worry. (Read the full story
in Luke 2: 41 - 52)

In the eyes of the world, Joseph was probably a nobody.  But he was the one who had
parental responsibility, with Mary, for the greatest person who has ever lived - our Saviour,
Jesus Christ.

May God bless you this Christmas,
Hazel Taylor

EDITOR’S LETTER

MIDWEEK SERVICES

Our once-a-month midweek service at 12.30pm - 1.00pm is on the
second Thursday each month,

and is followed by soup and roll plus cakes, tea or coffee.
Everyone is welcome.  The dates are: 13th December and 10th January.
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SATURDAY COFFEE

First Sat. Jean Gill & Margaret Torkildsen
Second Sat. Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Third Sat. Margaret Torkildsen & Gay Brown
Fourth Sat. Susan McKenzie & Gill Church
Fifth Sat. Jean Gill & Ann Kirkby

SUNDAY COFFEE

First Sun. Sylvia & Matt Franklin
Second Sun. Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Third Sun. Hazel Taylor, Andrew Proctor, & Gay Brown
Fourth Sun. Alison Brand & Joyce Fisher
Fifth Sun. Alison Brand & Joyce Fisher

Our grateful thanks to all who provide our church flowers

TUESDAY @ 10am
during school term time only

Vo
lunteers please contact Jean Gill

10



SUNDAY 2nd 10.30am Morning Worship - Mr John Ellis
       12.15pm Church Christmas Lunch followed by Christmas Party (book early)

Monday  3rd 12.00pm House Fellowship Christmas Lunch at The Fox Inn, Matching Tye.
Thursday 6th 12.30pm Friendship Group at the home of Gisela Heinecke in The Drive.

Friday   7th 7.00pm Classical plus Christmas Concert - proceeds to Action for Children
                                                                                (see page 4 for details)
 Saturday 8th 12.15pm Spud and Pud Lunch

 SUNDAY 9th 10.30am Morning Worship and Holy Communion - Rev Blair Kirkby

Tuesday 11th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

Thursday 13th 12.30pm Midweek Service

Saturday  15th 11.00am Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY   16th 10.30am Morning Worship - Nativity, Toy and Gift Service (see page 1 for details)
       6.30pm Candle-lit Carol Service with Bible readings

SUNDAY 23rd 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton (Sunday Club closed)

CHRISTMAS DAY 10.30am Family Service - Rev Blair Kirkby

SUNDAY 30th 10.30am Morning Worship - Mr David Swindale (Sunday Club closed)
       12.15pm St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship

6.00pm Bible Study at Lloyd and Alberta’s house in Bynghams, CM19 5NS

Monday 31st 11.30pm Watchnight Service

DE
CEMBER DIARY
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SUNDAY CLUB

10.30 am on

2nd, 9th, & 16th.

NO CLUB ON

23rd & 30th

GOD KNOWS

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year, ‘Give me a light that I may tread
safely into the unknown.’
And he replied, ‘Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God.  That

shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.’
Minnie Louise Haskins (1875 - 1957)



SUNDAY 6th 10.30am Morning Worship, Holy Communion & Covenant Service
                                                                  - Rev Blair Kirkby

Monday 7th 2.00pm House Fellowship at Jean and Tony Huckle’s home in Sawbridgeworth

Tuesday 8th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

Thursday 10th 12.30pm Midweek Service

Saturday 12th 12.15pm Spud and Pud Lunch

SUNDAY 13th 10.30am Morning Worship - Ms Elizabeth Stockdale

Thursday 17th 12.30pm Friendship Group at Ann’s home in Harefield

Saturday  19th 11.00am Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY 20th 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev Ann Kosla

Tuesday 22nd 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

SUNDAY 27th 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton
       12.15pm St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship
       2.30pm Encircled in Care - Pastoral Team

6.00pm Bible Study at Lloyd and Alberta’s house in Bynghams, CM19 5NS

Thursday 31st 12.25pm Friendship Group meet at the Beefeater, Harlow Mill

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
HAEBEA notice for February - Executive Meeting on the 13th at 7.30pm.

JA
NUARY DIARY 2019
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE

magazine@standrewsharlow.org.uk


