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Rev John Buxton, M. A. (Cantab)
15 The Drive, Harlow, CM20 3QD
Home: 422661
email: minister2@standrewsharlow.org.uk

Dear Friends,
Teamwork and the church

“Alone we can do so little. Together we can do so much.” Helen Keller.

Coming together is a beginning. Staying together is an achievement. Working together is
success.” Henry Ford.

“It is good and pleasant when God’s people live together in peace!” Psalm 133:1

“We are the body of Christ and individually members of it” 1 Corinthians 12:12

Teamwork is a kind of ideal that is difficult to achieve and even more difficult to
maintain. There is so much in our nature that obstructs it and so much in our world that
thwarts it. Our nature is so “me orientated” and our world is so divided. The cooling of
East-West relations, the growth of violent crime in London, the increasing gap between
the rich and the poor, and bullying in the school playground and elsewhere all document
our divisions rather than our unity, but the gospel calls us to something better; a world
where everyone is rightly seen as a child of God, and a way of life that places the purposes
of God and the needs of others above our own.

This Summer, some of us going to do a little teamwork. Members from our church are
going  to run a Holiday Club for primary school children. It will take place at our church
on the mornings of July 30th to August 3rd, and it is going to be great. The planning
sessions are coming together and some of us are quite excited about it. There will be
puppets, games, Bible stories, crafts and snacks, all of which should make for a lot of fun
and some learning too. The theme, not so incidentally, is Teambuilders, and it is about how
we are called to be on Jesus’ team, building a better world with better values, and more
hope.

Through five Bible readings, the Team Builders programme will help us explore what
it means to be on God’s team. With a background of Paul’s first letter to the very un-team-
like Corinthians, the children will encounter stories from both the Old and New
Testaments that illustrate what it means to work together. These stories will help the
children focus on the value of teamwork in life and, in particular, as a community of
people journeying with Jesus. In addition, the children will meet Jesus and discover what
he did for them and how they can become part of his team.

 Of course, the running of such a programme is not going to do very much to solve the
big problems of the world, but it may help some of our children towards a better way of
living; a Christian way that makes for better communities, healthier lives and stronger
churches.

In Christ, Blair



But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were with
him in the …; and God caused a wind to pass over the earth and the …..
subsided.  Also the fountains of the deep and the floodgates of the … were
closed, and the …. from the sky was restrained; and the water receded
steadily from the …. and at the end of one hundred and ….. days the water

decreased.
In the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the … rested upon the …….. of
……
The …. came to him towards evening, and behold, in her beak was a freshly picked …..
leaf.  So Noah knew that the ….. was abated from the …..

Genesis 8: 1 - 4, 11. NASB
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QUOTABLE QUOTES
How soon marriage counselling sessions would end if husbands and wives were competing
in thoughtful self-denial! Walter J Chantry

A happy marriage is a union of two good forgivers. Robert Quillen

Though conversing face to face, their hearts have a thousand miles between them.
Chinese proverb

Our needs will never exhaust God’s supply.

Never say never when it comes to what God can do.

Prayer is nothing other than being on friendship terms with God. Teresa of Avila

The gospel makes some people sad, some mad, and some glad. It is better that people should
go out of church mad than merely go out, neither sad, mad, nor glad. V Havner

History is a story written by the finger of God. C S Lewis

God loves His children as well in adversity as in prosperity. Thomas Watson

History is the long story of man trying to be God. V Havner

SUMMER FAYRE
at St Elizabeth’s Centre, Much Hadham, SG10 6EW

Saturday 30th June   12 noon - 4.00pm
Family Fun & Live Music, BBQ & Afternoon Tea.

Charity No. 1068661

Short prayers in the Bible
Prayers don’t need to be long to be acceptable to God. For instance, consider:
Peter (Matt 14.30): Lord, save me.
A Canaanite woman (Matt 15.25): Lord, help me.
Samuel (1 Sam. 3:10): Speak, for your servant is listening.
Psalm 43.3: O send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; let them bring me to your
holy hill and to your dwelling.



MIDWEEK SERVICES

Our once-a-month midweek service at 12.30pm - 1.00pm is on the second Thursday
each month, and is followed by soup and roll plus cakes, tea or coffee.

Everyone is welcome.  The dates are: 14th June &  12th July.
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SPUD AND PUD LUNCHES
(On the SECOND SATURDAY of each month at 12.15pm)

Book your place on the list on the coffee room notice board.

9th June and 14th July
Please join us on these dates.

£5 for lunch:   jacket potato and fillings,
home-made puddings,      coffee or tea,      all included in the price.

We look forward to seeing you   -   good company and good food!

The day-time group meets on Mondays at 12 noon in the Sunshine Room.
Coffee and tea are provided but people are invited to bring a packed lunch so
that we can eat together as well as learn together. (See Blair for further details)

The evening group meets on Tuesdays  at 7.30pm in the chapel.  We are
looking at the book of Job

Everyone is welcome to both groups, whether you attend our church or not.

On 20th May Nettie Myres, Alberta Morrison and Byron Collins
publicly confessed their faith in our Saviour by baptism by immersion.

We ask God’s blessing on them and their families.



This page can be cut out and coloured
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE

to magazine@standrewsharlow.org.uk

SPRING HARVEST  –  Toilet Twinning

If you have never been to Spring Harvest, it is a Christian conference held over a week at
Skegness, Minehead or new this year, Harrogate.

Worshipping with 3,000 other Christians in a large marquee, singing the latest songs as
well as golden oldies, is uplifting and encouraging. There is a lot of Bible teaching from some
well-known names and loads of small meetings/workshops on particular topics, whether
politics, education, mission, church, there is something for everyone.

There are a wide range of Christian charities attending, organisations like Compassion,
Tearfund, Mercy Ships, Open Doors, Samaritan’s Purse, Toilet Twinning to name a few, and
an extensive bookshop.

We went to help Toilet Twinning and the event was very similar to last year, setting up a
stand on the Monday, giving out leaflets, putting up posters in the toilets and talking to people
who are circulating. Two toilets were twinned on the first evening. Next day a steady stream
of people came and generously paid £60 to buy a family a toilet in the third world, Africa or
Asia.

Most people had heard of Toilet Twinning, a brilliantly simple idea of receiving a framed
certificate with a picture of a toilet to be placed in your toilet, hence the twinning. Some had
just had a bathroom makeover, or a new bathroom and felt it needed a certificate.

By the time we packed up late Thursday night, over 80 toilets had been twinned, this will
benefit hundreds of people as some toilets are shared in villages, or family members swell the
numbers. It removes disease and improves hygiene, but also benefits family income, with no
sickness or medicines to buy.

Why not think about visiting Spring Harvest next year for a refreshing Christian
experience.

David & Susan Swindale

IN LOVING MEMORY
of Bob Eagles

who died on 2nd April and whose funeral was on 11th May.

We remember
Betty Burton who died on 30th June 2017.

May God bless and comfort those who mourn.

John Hutchings would be pleased to have any Action for Children
home collecting boxes for opening before the end of June.



SM
ILE LINES
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Gracious God,
   We ask your blessing on each one of us as we come to you in prayer.  We
thank you for all the good in our lives and for the help and encouragement
others give to  us.    Give us love, strength and faith to follow you.

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

PRAYER

The officers of St Andrew's are working on our response
to the Data Protection Act (25th May 2018).

We hold members and adherents names, addresses, phone numbers, and if
given to us, email addresses.
At any time, you can ask to see the information we hold, ask us to amend it
or remove it from our databases.

In democracy your vote counts. In feudalism your count votes.

The best vitamin for a Christian is B1.

The Church: under the same management for over 2000 years.

Church notice:  Soul food served here.

Don't give up on yourself. Even Moses was once a basket case.

Satan subtracts and divides. God adds and multiplies.

Was Noah's wife called Joan of Ark?

Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in case you have to eat them.

If you lend someone £20, and never see that person again, it was probably worth it.

The student, when asked by the teacher to write an essay on ‘The Effects of Laziness’,
handed in a blank sheet of paper!

My boyfriend was working as an attendant in Canterbury Cathedral when one afternoon he
was approached by two American tourists. "Are you a monk?" one of the women asked
eagerly.
"No," he replied, "I wear this robe as part of my job, but I’m not a member of any religious
order."
"Then where are the monks?" asked the woman, looking around.
My boyfriend explained: ‘Oh, there haven’t been any monks here since 1415.’
Hearing this, the woman looked at her watch and announced to her friend, ‘Betty, we missed
the monks.’

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Dear Friends,

In April, on the first sunny day for ages, I went to Watton at Stone for the HAEBEA
Christian Mindfulness Quiet Day.  I’ve done meditation in the past, and have led Christian
Meditations so was looking forward to this time to be in the present moment, with God.

I tend to live in the past or future, as many people do.  Rehashing past problems or
thinking about what I have to do tomorrow or the next day etc.

After coffee and biscuits in the hall, we went into the church and Rev Alan Stewart told
us a little about himself and then we had a Bible reading and prayer.

The principles of mindfulness are curiosity - without judgement, and kindness - first to
yourself.  He gave us a sultana each.  We had to study it - see, touch, smell; then put it in our
mouths and he asked questions to make us think about it, before we finally ate it.

The thing he said that helped me the most was God is only ever to be found in the
moment you are in.

When Moses asked God his name, God replied - I AM.  He is present tense. (Exodus 3: 14)
When Jesus was telling his friends how to pray, he said, ‘Go into your inner room, close

your door, and pray to your Father …’ (Matthew 6: 6) and from verse 9 of that chapter, we
have the words of what we call The Lord’s Prayer.

But Jesus wasn’t actually talking about a room.  The disciples’ houses probably only had
one or two rooms in all, for an extended family.  They often slept with the rest of the adults
on the flat roof, accessed by a flight of steps on the outside.  As no one had their own room,
Jesus was talking about their inner space.

So we too, can go within ourselves and close our minds to other things, and talk and
listen to God.

During the day, Rev Alan led us in prayers, read some short poems and prose,and led us
into relaxation and mindfulness with periods of silence.

There is a small meditation garden beside the church, which has a plaque inviting the
public to come in.  During the day there were times to walk around it and also go for longer
walks.  Rev Blair, Nancie and I went down to the river then on a public path in the country-
side.  The sun shone all day and we saw butterflies and bees, badger setts and an owl box
fixed in a tree.  There were wild violets and speedwell, blossom and some deciduous trees
covered in leaf-buds.  Birds sang and the willows sparkled in a green haze.  We walked in the
present, drinking in the wonder of God’s creation.

We finished with a longer meditation which closed with simple prayers and silences
where we had space to say the name of someone on our hearts.

My thanks to Rev Alan and the HAEBEA team who arranged this peaceful, thought-
provoking day.
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SATURDAY COFFEE

First Sat. Jean Gill & Margaret Torkildsen
Second Sat. Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Third Sat. Margaret Torkildsen & Gay Brown
Fourth Sat. Susan McKenzie. & Gill Church
Fifth Sat. Jean Gill & Ann Kirkby

SUNDAY COFFEE

First Sun. Sylvia & Matt Franklin
Second Sun. Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Third Sun. Hazel Taylor, Andrew Proctor, & Gay Brown
Fourth Sun. Alison Brand & Joyce Fisher
Fifth Sun. Alison Brand & Joyce Fisher
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Our grateful thanks to all who provide our church flowers

TUESDAY @ 10am
during school term time only

Vo
lunteers please contact Jean Gill



Saturday 2nd 11am - 3pm Church Outing to the Park - see below for information

SUNDAY 3rd 10.30am Morning Worship & Holy Communion - Rev Blair Kirkby
       12.15pm CHURCH COUNCIL

Monday 4th 2.00pm   House Fellowship at Georgina’s home in Feryngs, Old Harlow

Saturday 9th 12.15pm Spud and Pud Lunch

 SUNDAY 10th 10.30am Morning Worship - Mrs Efua Koi-Larbi

Tuesday 12th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

Thursday 14th 12.30pm Midweek Service

Saturday  16th 11.00am Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY   17th 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton

Thursday 21st 12.30pm Friendship Group at the home of Margaret T. in East Park

SUNDAY 24th 10.30am Morning Worship - Prayer and Praise
       12.15pm St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship

 Tuesday 26th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

JUNE DIARY
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note: the Town Park car park is pay-and-display.  If you need a lift - let Blair know.

for insurance.

11:30 am  People arrive and settle in for thirty minutes
12  noon  Games (sack races, egg and spoon races, three legged races, sprints, finding
   something blind-folded, etc.)
12:45 pm  Lunch
1:30   pm Drums, singing and dancing
2:00  pm Silly Talent Show (joke telling, odd things that you can do that
  others can't, tongue twisters, standing on your head etc..)
2:15  pm Puppets
3:00  pm Disperse

NOTE

THE TIM
E &

MEETIN
G PLACE

CHANGES



SUNDAY 1st 10.30am Morning Worship & Holy Communion - Rev Blair Kirkby

Monday 2nd 2.00pm House Fellowship at Brenda’s home in Cook’s Spinney

SUNDAY 8th 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev Blair Kirkby

Monday 9th 7.30pm Pastoral Team Meeting at the Manse

Tuesday 10th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

Thursday 12th 12.30pm Midweek Service

Saturday 14th 12.15pm Spud and Pud Lunch

SUNDAY 15th 10.30am Morning Worship - Mr Richard West

Thursday 19th 12.30pm Friendship Group at Margaret M’s home in Pennymead Tower

Saturday  21st 11.00am Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY 22nd 10.30am Morning Worship - Miss Gillian Amphlett

Tuesday 24th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

Thursday 26th 7.30pm HAEBEA Area Executive

SUNDAY 29th 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton
       12.15pm St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship

4.00pm Farewell Service for Rev Barbara Evans-Routley at Hertford Methodist

Monday 30th - Friday 3rd August - Church Summer Holiday Club - 9.30-noon - see below for details

A special service on Sunday 5th with the children taking part followed by
 a Barbecue for everyone - in the church car park.

See Blair if

you can HELP

SERVE REFRESHMENTS

GET a D B S

CERTIFICATE (it’s free)

See Blair or Michael for details

JU
LY DIARY
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PRAY

 16th September - Harvest Thanksgiving
 21st October - Church Anniversary

        17th November - Christmas FareD
at

es for your dia
ry


