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Rev John Buxton, M. A. (Cantab)
15 The Drive, Harlow, CM20 3QD
Home: 422661
email: minister2@standrewsharlow.org.uk

An Easter Message from our Minister

“It is the hour to rend thy chains, the blossom time of souls.”
                                                               Katherine Lee Bates
“Tomb, thou shalt not hold Him longer;
Death is strong, but Life is stronger;
Stronger than the dark, the light;
Stronger than the wrong, the right.”              Phillip Brooks

“And he departed from our sight
that we might return to our hearts,
and there find Him.
For He departed,
and behold, He is here.”                                     St Augustine

Many of you will know by now that I love good quotations; they can say so
much, so well. The truth is that other people have often said things much better
than I ever could and when it comes to thinking about Easter, the quotations
above are pretty good ones. It is indeed the time to rend our chains, to
remember that death could not hold Him, and to know that though He is gone,
He is here.

Easter, that magnificent moment when God overcame death in Christ, that
marvellous time of year when Winter gives way to something new, is knocking
on our collective door and we do well to open that door up. In our words, in
our deeds, and in our worship, we have the power to swing wide that door and
in so doing, become signs of Easter ourselves. Indeed, the truest sign of Easter
may be a disciple or a group of disciples, who live out the gospel generously
and joyfully.

As for worship, do join us on Easter Sunday, when we will be opening all
the doors and the windows as well to the God who makes all things possible
and brings life out of death.

In Christ, Rev Blair



Who delivered up Jesus to die?  Not Judas, for money; not Pilate, for fear; not the Jews, for
envy; but the Father, for love! Octavius Winslow

The world cannot bury Christ.  The earth is not deep enough for His tomb, the clouds are not
wide enough for His winding-sheet. Edward Thomson

Carry the cross patiently, and with perfect submission; and in the end it shall carry you.
Thomas a Kempis

The doctrine of the death of Christ is the substance of the gospel.

Easter Peace:  it does not mean to be in a place where there is no noise, trouble or hard work.
It means to be in the midst of those things and still be calm in your heart.

There’s not much practical Christianity in the man who lives on better terms with angels and
seraphs, than with his children and neighbours.

The self-sufficient do not pray, the self-satisfied will not pray, the self-righteous cannot pray.
Leonard Ravenshill

Too many church services begin at eleven o’clock sharp and end at twelve o’clock dull.
Vance Havner
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QUOTABLE QUOTES

Nigel Beeton (Parish Pump) has written
new lyrics, suitable for Palm Sunday,
to the tune of ‘Donkey Riding’.

Riding there, O can you see?
As He rides triumphantly
Son of David, can it be?
Riding on a donkey!

Come and sing, O Sing for joy!
Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosanna!
Jesus comes – O sing for joy!
Riding on a donkey!

Waving palm-fronds as we run
How we cheer to see Him come!
For they say He’s God’s own Son:
Riding on a donkey!

Come and sing…

Not for Him a fine white horse,
Not for Him a show of force,
Saddled on a blanket, coarse
Riding on a donkey!

Come and sing…

As He nears the City Gate
Riding to Golgotha’s fate;
Yet His path is true and straight
Riding on a donkey.

Come and sing…

Let us praise our Saviour King
Let our loud hosannas ring!
Our salvation He will bring –
Riding on a donkey!

Come and sing, O Sing for joy!
Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosanna!
Jesus comes – O sing for joy!
Riding on a donkey.



SPUD AND PUD LUNCHES
(On the SECOND SATURDAY of each month at 12.15pm)

Book your place on the list on the coffee room notice board.

 13th April & 11th May
£5 for lunch:   jacket potato and fillings,

home-made puddings,      coffee or tea,      all included in the price.

We look forward to seeing you   -   good company and good food!

A CHOICE OF three Bible StudIES

The MONDAY group meets at 12 noon in the Sunshine Room.
    Coffee and tea are provided but people are invited to bring a packed lunch so that we can

eat together as well as learn together. (See Blair for further details)

The TUESDAY evening group meets at 7.30pm in the chapel. See David Swindale for further details.

We are studying St John.
PLEASE NOTE: Our Meeting on 16th April will be at Hazel & Bob’s home in LADYSHOT
at 7.15pm, starting with Hot Cross Buns then studying St John 19 with Rev Blair leading.

The SUNDAY evening group meets THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH at 6pm at
Lloyd and Alberta’s home in Bynghams. See Lloyd for further details.

Everyone is welcome to all groups, whether you attend our church or not.
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DAY IN THE PARK
CHURCH OUTING

SATURDAY May 18th, 10 am to 3 pm.

For all ages, and like last year, we’ll have games,
songs, puppets and perhaps some dancing too!

Do plan to come.
Everyone welcome

Please bring your picnic lunch.

Time for God Youth Worker

We still badly need places to house this young person (likely to be a young woman)
from after Christmas to Easter and then at another house from Easter to the end of Ju-
ly. There is financial assistance to cover costs and there will be many ways that other
members of the congregation can help, Sunday lunches, for instance.
One member has already offered her house from September 1st to Christmas.



BIBLE VERSES NASB
Luke 13: 34. Jesus said,

‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those sent to her!
How often I wanted to gather your children together, just as a hen
gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not have it!
Luke 23: 23 - 24.    But they were insistent, with loud voices asking
that He be crucified.  And their voices began to prevail.  And Pilate
pronounced sentence that their demand be granted.
Luke 24: 1 - 2.   But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they
came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared.  And

they found the stone rolled away from the tomb.

This page can be cut out and coloured
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He is
risen!

 St Andrew’s Tuesday Night Homeless Shelter, Winter 2019
The church opened its doors as a night shelter again in January and February, hosting a

total of 54 guests over 8 weeks. It started slowly with only two or three guests, but quickly
increased to six or seven before the last couple of weeks when we had eleven as a maximum
number of guests on one night.

We were given the camp beds that we borrowed last year, by Chocolate Run, so will store
them for the future.

We had a lot of help from churches in Hatfield Heath and the surrounding area, both
URC and Anglican.  They provided people to talk to the guests; the provision of food; and
especially those who slept over, which meant we had a rota for the first time, and every-
body had a break from sleepless nights. We also had help from a member of St Paul’s
church team in the town centre last year, who described our nights as refreshingly quieter.
A youth group in Loughton provided packs of supplies of necessities: toothbrush, tooth-
paste, gloves, hats, socks, and these were very well received, being all taken over the period.

The whole event passed without any incident which is good, despite us having to start
later than normal on the Tuesday nights as the event clashed with Guides, but this also was
managed well.

Most of the guests suffer from some form of addiction but we were able to show our
compassion and care for them during this short period, which was appreciated. Most of the
guests thanked us each week and shook our hands as they left. The only sad aspect is seeing
most of them each week meaning there is no improvement of their circumstances. At least
one of the early guests was found accommodation during the period and even came along
to share that information with us. As he now lives locally he was invited to our church
services and may in time come along. David Swindale



5

Christian Aid Week 2019 is to take place on 12th-18th May. St. Andrew’s Church
will follow our tradition of supporting the event with the following activities:
∙ Envelopes collection: individuals can make donations through the Christian
Aid envelopes which will be available and can be collected with the Church
offertory from 12th to 26th May
∙ Christian Aid Lunch: will take place on Sunday 19th May (on the same day
as our AGM), starting at 12.15pm. Please take this opportunity to sit down
with friends to enjoy a lunch and catch up on Church affairs before the Church
Annual General Meeting
∙ Christian Aid Coffee Morning: will take place on Saturday 25th May,
10.00am to noon. Please ask a friend to come along.
In 2018, St. Andrew’s donation for Christian Aid Week was £768.55, plus Gift Aid
tax rebate of £110. We thank everyone for their conscientious effort, kind support
and enthusiastic contributions. We hope to maintain a similar level of collection this
year and rely on your generosity.
Your £10 could buy timber to build a community health centre, £15 could pay for a
stethoscope for a maternity clinic, or £60 could provide a community health worker
with a bicycle, torch, raincoat and boots, so they can visit their patients in all
weathers. Everyone of us can help save lives.

Christian Aid Week Organisers
Kay Wong & Susan McKenzie
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April Has Arrived!  It’s the Beginning of a New Financial Year!
April has arrived, which means another financial year has started and new sets of Offertory
Envelopes are now being distributed.

If you cannot find your set, or if you want to join the envelope scheme, please feel free to ask
me.

As in previous years, in the interest of minimising wastage, envelope numbers that have not
been used for more than six months will not automatically carry through to new box sets. If
affected members wish to resume using envelopes to make donations, please ask for a new
set.

We begin the new year with 58(53)1 members on the list. This figure includes those who have
arranged to make regular donations via bank standing orders.

At the time of writing, on current projection we are likely to collect £28,000 (£26,600)2 in the year
2018-19. We thank those who have contributed to the Church funding in this way.

Do you know that, if you are a tax payer, you could increase the value of your contribution to the
church by up to 25% without costing you a penny more, simply by assigning your donations to
Gift Aid?

Take a look at how much we as a church have been able to claim back in the past three years
through Gift Aid3. I hope you will agree that it is something worth doing to help our church
prosper and grow!

Financial Year 2015/16 £6571
Financial Year 2016/17 £7442
Financial Year 2017/18 £8422

At the moment, we have 29 donors on Gift Aid, equal to half of the number of those on
envelopes. We need more people to come forward to keep up the momentum. If you wish to join
Gift Aid, please contact me, the Gift Aid Secretary.

Andrew Wong
Envelope Scheme and Gift Aid Secretary

Notes:
1. Numbers in brackets are from previous year for comparison.
2. The figures include those who have arranged to make donations via bank standing orders.
3. The amounts shown include claims attributable to other sources of donation, not just envelopes.

MIDWEEK SERVICES

Our once-a-month midweek service at 12.30pm - 1.00pm is on the second Thursday each
month,  and is followed by soup and roll plus cakes, tea or coffee.

Everyone is welcome.  The dates are: 11th April and 9th May,



Dear Lord,
Your ride into Jerusalem reminds us of your love for your world.
Your wounded hands still touch our lives;
the empty tomb gives us hope;
your resurrection day reminds us of heaven,
and we bring our thanks to you.
May we live within the circle of your loving forgiveness.

In Jesus name, Amen.

At a baptism the young minister was full of enthusiasm.  He held the baby in his arms
and speculated aloud as to the child’s possible future.  “He may become a captain of
industry, a great scientist, or a gifted teacher – someone on whom hundreds of young
boys may model themselves.”  Then turning to the parents in a rather grand manner, he
asked, “And so what name to you give to this child?”

Timidly, the reply came: “Amanda Jane.”

Never miss an opportunity to make others happy, even if you have to leave them
alone in order to do it.

The mind is like a television…when it goes blank, it’s a good idea to turn off the
sound.

When you think about it, Moses was the first one to download files from the cloud,
using a tablet.

Why do people wear shamrocks on St Patrick’s Day?   Because regular rocks are too
heavy.

An old, tired-looking dog wandered into my house.  Slowly he
walked into the sitting room and fell asleep on the rug for an hour.  The
next day he was back for another nap. This daily visit and snooze
continued for several weeks.   Curious, I finally pinned a note to his
collar:  ‘Are you are aware that your sweet dog comes to my house each
day for a nap?”

The next day he arrived with a different note pinned to his collar:
“He lives in a home with six children – he’s trying to catch up on his
sleep. Can I come with him tomorrow?”

PR

AYER
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 Dear Friends,
In studying the Gospel of John in our Tuesday Bible Study, I am surprised how
quickly this disciple reaches Palm Sunday.  Chapter twelve out of twenty-one,

and the crowd are pulling branches off the trees and shouting Hosanna!  And for the next six
chapters Jesus teaches his disciples.

Within this book there are the seven ‘I AM’ statements made by Jesus.  If only we could
remember that if these promises guide and guard our lives we would be so much happier and
also would live within God’s plan for us.

As I write this, we are in that season known as Lent.  Some Christians give up stuff and
can be short-tempered or want you to see their halo.  Doing something positive for others may
be better.

I like the suggestion that instead of studying Christ’s temptations in the wilderness
during Lent, study the parable Jesus told of the Prodigal son.  This selfish, wayward young
man only had to turn from his sinful ways and return to his father and a huge welcome and

forgiveness was waiting.  Read the story in Luke 15, starting at verse 11.

And so, as Easter comes round once again, I wonder afresh at the
amazing love of God for you and for me.  He sent his Son to live a human
life and die an awful death so that he could take the sin of the world, and
then rise triumphantly.

On Easter Day we will sing the joyful hallelujah hymns, rejoicing in his
resurrection, and will share the amazing words that are spoken by

Christians all over the world on this special day:
CHRIST IS RISEN . . . HE IS RISEN INDEED!

God bless you,
Hazel Taylor.

EDITOR’S LETTER

1.  I am the bread of life.  Chapter 6.
2.  I am the light of the world.  Chapters 8 & 9.
3.  I am the door of the sheep.   Chapter 10.
4.  I am the good shepherd.  Chapter 10.
5. I am the resurrection and the life.  Chapter 11.
6.  I am the way, the truth and the life.  Chapter 14.
7.  I am the true vine.  Chapter 15.

ORGAN TRANSPLANTS - have you signed up?

We can help others after our death, by signing up to donate our organs.  This is
particularly needed for ethnic minorities.

More donors from black, Asian and minority ethnic groups are urgently needed to
address an increase in patients from the same communities dying whilst waiting for an
organ transplant.  One in five people who died on the Transplant Waiting List last year
were from a black, Asian or ethnic minority background.
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SATURDAY COFFEE

First Sat. Jean Gill & Margaret Torkildsen
Second Sat. Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Third Sat. Margaret Torkildsen & Gay Brown
Fourth Sat. Susan McKenzie & Gill Church
Fifth Sat. Jean Gill & Ann Kirkby

SUNDAY COFFEE

First Sun. Sylvia & Matt Franklin
Second Sun. Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Third Sun. Hazel Taylor, Andrew Proctor, & Gay Brown
Fourth Sun. Alison Brand & Joyce Fisher
Fifth Sun. Alison Brand & Joyce Fisher

Our grateful thanks to all who provide our church flowers

TUESDAY @ 10am
during school term time only

Vo
lunteers please contact Jean Gill
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Monday  1st 2.00pm House Fellowship at the home of Beth and John

Thursday 4th 12.30pm Friendship Group at the home of Margaret Torkildsen in East Park

SUNDAY 7th 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev Blair Kirkby with the young people leading

Tuesday 9th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

Thursday 11th 12.30pm Midweek Service

 Saturday 13th 12.15pm Spud and Pud Lunch

 SUNDAY 14th 10.30am Palm Sunday Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton

Wednesday 17th 12 noon AREA Staff Meeting

MAUNDY Thursday 6.30pm Meal Together - See Jean to book your place
       7.30pm Holy Communion Service

GOOD FRIDAY  10.30am Morning Worship

Saturday  20th 11.00am Pop-in Prayers at Easter

EASTER DAY  9.15am Easter Breakfast - See Jean to book your place
       10.30am Communion Worship with a reconfirmation of faith,
                     transferred Memberships, and Baptisms - Rev Blair Kirkby

Tuesday 23rd 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

SUNDAY 28th 10.30am Morning Worship - Ms Elizabeth Stockdale
       12.15pm St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship

6.00pm Bible Study at Lloyd and Alberta’s house in Bynghams, CM19 5NS

Monday  29th 7.30pm Pastoral Team Meeting

APRIL DIARY
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SUNDAY CLUB

10.30 am

Note:

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE

magazine@standrewsharlow.org.uk

Easter Day Communion Service
Please pray for Josephine, Elsa, Gabrielle,

Emma, Abigail and Barbara
on their special day.



Wednesday 1st 7.30pm Area Property and Finance Committee

Thursday  2nd 7.30pm Holiday Club Planning Meeting at The Manse

SUNDAY 5th 10.30am Morning Worship & Holy Communion - Rev Blair Kirkby

Monday 6th 2.00pm House Fellowship at Georgina Jeewan’s home
Thursday 9th 12.30pm Midweek Service

Saturday 11th Methodist District Synod - Billericay
       11.00am Pop-in Prayers (a week early because of the Church Outing)
       12.15pm Spud and Pud Lunch

SUNDAY 12th 10.30am Morning Worship - Mr Graham Watson

Tuesday 14th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

Wednesday 15th 7.30pm Area Executive Meeting

Thursday 16th 10.30am Friendship Group - leave Harlow for Scotsdale Garden Centre

Saturday  18th 10am - 3pm CHURCH OUTING TO THE TOWN PARK.
                   See page 3 for details of our DAY IN THE PARK

SUNDAY 19th 10.30am Morning Worship - Miss Gillian Amphlett
       12.15pm CHRISTIAN AID LUNCH
       2.00pm  ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING for all members and friends

Wednesday 22nd 7.30pm Area Worship & Training Meeting - North Weald

Saturday 25th 10.00am Christian Aid Coffee Morning

SUNDAY  26th 10.30am Morning Worship - Mrs Efua Koi-Larbi
       12.15pm St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship

6.00pm Bible Study at Lloyd and Alberta’s house in Bynghams, CM19 5NS

Tuesday 28th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship

MAY DIARY
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Church HOLIDAY CLUB - Monday 29th July - Friday 2nd August each morning
and a special Sunday family Service - 4th August followed by a BBQ.

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATES FROM THE LAST MAGAZINE.
Can you help, pray, share ideas?  Please see Blair if you can help.

This year the theme is ‘PIRATES’ based on Philippians.
We need craft-table helpers and actors each morning.

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 28th - CHURCH REFLECTION DAY - for everyone.

SUNDAY CLUB

10.30 am

Note:


