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Rev John Buxton, M. A. (Cantab)
15 The Drive, Harlow, CM20 3QD
Home: 422661
email: minister2@standrewsharlow.org.uk

Dear Friends,

"Any church that is not seriously involved in helping fulfil the Great Commission has forfeited its
biblical right to exist."  -  Oswald J. Smith

“If your Gospel isn't touching others, it hasn't touched you!” -  Curry R. Blake

“Missionary zeal does not grow out of intellectual beliefs, nor out of theological arguments, but out of
love.” - Roland Allen

“Evangelism is not salesmanship. It is not about urging, pressing, or coercing people into submission.
The gospel cannot and should not be forced. Instead, evangelism is about living and speaking in ways
that point to the God we see in Jesus of Nazareth.” – Richard C. Halverson

Most of us are more than a little uncomfortable with the word evangelism. It is one of those
problematic nouns which, as soon as it is spoken, has many of us nervously casting our eyes
towards the floor.  Of course, there are good reasons for this. There are a lot of bad of
examples out there, which are more easily associated with salesmanship and coercion than
Christian love. Add to this, that in a modern pluralistic society like ours, we are rightly, in
my opinion, encouraged to respect the beliefs of others, and guard the right of all people to
practice the faith or atheism of their choice.  But what if evangelism is not about
salesmanship or coercion, and what if the true spirit of Christianity requires that the sharing
of faith can only ever be done in ways that protect the rights of others to disagree? What if it
is not about conspiring and manipulating people into anything, but is something less
contrived and more gracious, which is intent only on what is ultimately good for everyone?
Given everything that is happening in the world these days, this kind of evangelism might be
more welcome than we think.

In Christ, Rev Blair

Come to our Alive with Faith Day (Church Away Day)
Saturday September 28th - 10am to 3.15pm

with theme speaker Rev David Chapman (our District Chairman) at our church
from 10 am to 3:15 pm. This will  include a Ghanaian Lunch, for the whole
gathering of people, being organised by Sylvia and Ike Ipraim.  David is an
excellent speaker who is bound to be both interesting and challenging.
There will be two presentations with small group discussion to follow on the
theme of “The cost and joy of following Jesus”. There will also be a time of
singing and prayer.  A full lively programme for children will be headed up by
Rev Blair. This day will be a really important day for our congregation. It will
be for all ages and should help to strengthen our fellowship, faith and
discipleship. Please put it in your date book now!



Dear Lord,
    We pray for your guiding hand.  May we plan within your will - in
our church, in our homes and in our lives.  Be with the children who
come to our Holiday Club and give grace and guidance to the staff.
   Bless Hannah as she joins our church in September.  May she be a
blessing and stir us up to greater things for you.
   May we be ready to love those around us and speak about our love for you and your
saving love for us.
  In Jesus name we pray, Amen.

There is no situation so chaotic that God cannot, from that situation, create something that is
surpassingly good.  He did it at creation.  He did it at the cross.  He is doing it today.

Bishop Moule.
Children are a great comfort in your old age – and they help you to reach it faster, too!

Do you feel under-appreciated?  God did not save you to be a sensation. He saved you to be a
servant. John E Hunter

Faithfulness is our business; fruitfulness is an issue that we must be content to leave with
God. J I Packer

I believe the family was established long before the Church, and my duty is to my family first.
D L Moody

No man is rich enough to buy back his past. Oscar Wilde

Fear is the sand in the machinery of life. E Stanley Jones

God does not wish us to remember what He is willing to forget. George A Buttrick

Remembrance of past mercies is a great stimulus to present faith. Jerry Bridges

The reason some people don’t recognise opportunity is that it usually comes disguised as
hard work.

Conscience (as defined by a small boy): “Something that makes me tell my mother before my
sister does.”

A student won first prize for the best short story about Wimbledon tennis: ‘Rain, no game.’

Is a lame duck a politician whose goose has been cooked?

The problem with doing nothing is not knowing when you’ve finished. Nelson Demille

I can shake off everything as I write; my sorrows disappear, my courage is reborn. Ann Frank

2

QUOTABLE QUOTES

PRAYER

Learn about other churches in HAEBEA.  Feel connected.  Pray for other churches.
Visit the HAEBEA website at www.haebea.org



An Introduction to Luke-Acts
The gospel of Luke and the book of Acts were both written by Luke, a gentile Christian.
The book of Acts is really the second volume of the story – it is a continuation of the story
of salvation starting with Jesus’ ascension to heaven and the coming of the Holy Spirit.
Luke was a well-educated Greek physician and also a fellow traveller and companion of the
apostle Paul (Colossians 4 v 14). In his books we do not learn much about Luke himself.  We
glimpse his humility as, keeping himself in the background, he emphasises the good news
that Jesus is the victorious redeemer in the gospel of Luke, whilst in the book of Acts he
shows how Jesus used his apostles, and especially Paul, to proclaim this good news to the
world.   In the first century Christianity spread to 30 countries, islands or provinces!

The books were written some time between AD 60 -70, possibly whilst Luke was with Paul
when he was imprisoned or under house arrest – we do not know.   What we do know is that
Luke did a lot of research before writing the books so that (Luke 1 v 3) he could write an
orderly, accurate account of events.   Although not a disciple of Jesus he was in close
contact with the disciples.   He certainly spent time with Mark (Colossians 4 v 10 and 2
Timothy 4 v 11) and would have discussed Jesus’ ministry with him.   He also had direct
access to some sources of information, possibly the parents of John the Baptist and in
Acts 21 v 18 he knew James the brother of Jesus.  Hence Luke has details of the births
of both John the Baptist and Jesus which the other gospels do not have.  Most of Luke 9
v 51 through to 18 v 35 is not found in the other gospels.  Being a doctor, Luke often refers
to illnesses and diagnoses, prayer and miracles.   Luke was accompanying Paul at a time when
many people who had seen and heard Jesus earlier were still alive, and so he was able to
collect and record a wide range of stories and events accurately.

Both Luke and Acts are dedicated to Theophilus.    In Greek Theophilus means “friend of
God” and so some scholars think that Luke may have been writing to all Christian readers.
Others think that Theophilus was a real person or even a representative of a class of
Roman society which Luke wanted to influence with the gospel.

Both books are written in a similar literary style, Luke ending with Jesus ascension – the
fulfilment of the task that Jesus had been sent to do.  He had paid the price for the sin
of the world so that everyone who believes on Him shall be saved.  Luke ends the book of
Acts with Paul in Rome preaching the gospel boldly.   It is not known what happened after
this point or whether Paul even made it to Spain, where he had hoped to go.   Some scholars
speculate that Luke may have been thinking of writing a third book, but what is clear is
that Luke has left his readers to make their own continuation, following Paul’s example of
proclaiming the good news throughout the world.

all bible studies closed in august

A CHOICE OF three Bible StudIES in september

The MONDAY group meets at 12 noon in the Sunshine Room. Coffee and tea are provided but
people are invited to bring a packed lunch so that we can eat together as well as learn together.

The TUESDAY evening group meets at 7.30pm in the chapel. See David Swindale for further details.

The SUNDAY evening group meets THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH at 6pm at
Lloyd and Alberta’s home in Bynghams. See Lloyd for further details.

Everyone is welcome to all groups, whether you attend our church or not.
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Due to increased demand, Foodbank (Harlow) is in urgent need of these items in particular.
Please can you help? The collection basket is in the foyer.

• Juice (long life)
• Vegetables (canned, NOT fresh or frozen)
• Tins Solid Meat (ham, spam etc.)
• Tinned Tomatoes

St Andrew’s Methodist Church has been supporting Harlow Foodbank since the
Foodbank opened in 2009.

Since then, you have helped supply vast amounts of food and more than £3,000 in cash to
help provide essential supplies to individuals and families in desperate short term need.
A full list of the regularly needed items is on the notice board in the foyer. There is a basket
for donations of food which must be unopened and have an in-date shelf life.

John and Beth Hutchings also collect cash donations from people who find this a more
convenient way of donating. Some people make regular monthly donations, others give
as and when they can afford. Donations should be placed in an envelope and marked with
the giver’s name. They should then be handed to Beth or John. Please do NOT put them
in the food basket. Foodbank always acknowledges gifts of money.

Margaret O’Donovan, from Harlow Foodbank, has said that visitors are always welcome
to the store and offices at Houlsham Hall Farm on the Matching Road. If there are individuals
or small groups who would like to do this, please phone Margaret on 01279 724515.
Of course, they would also be keen to hear from anyone interested in volunteering help at
the depot, the satellite centres or at the occasional superstore collections.

Beth and John Hutchings

SPUD AND PUD LUNCHES
 at 12.15pm

Book your place on the list on the coffee room notice board.

10th AUGUST  &  14th SEPTEMBER
£5 for lunch:   jacket potato and fillings,

home-made puddings,      coffee or tea,      all included in the price.

We look forward to seeing you   -   good company and good food!

• Tinned Fruit
• Coffee
• Hot Chocolate
• Sugar (small bags)

OUR THANKS

Our thanks to NESTA HANKS who has retired after many years as
our BAPTISMAL ROLL SECRETARY.  Because of ill health, Nesta can’t
often get to church now.  We wish her well and God’s blessing.
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Our new Time for God youth and children’s worker –
We are really excited that our new Time for God worker, Hannah Meyer, will be with

us in early September to add a new and international element to our youth and children’s
work. Hannah is from  Crailsheim, Germany and she has written the following:

I‘m looking forward to meeting and supporting new people, having new jobs,
learning more about myself and of course having time for God and my faith.

I grew up in a religious family and I’m so happy and grateful about that. It’s
really important for me to spend my whole life with God and I hope that I will learn
more about my faith during the voluntary year. I prefer to spend my year in a church
community, because my dad is the pastor in our church and we often had a volunteer
to help for a year, when I was younger. In this way I already got to know some
possible work that will come up to me. I chose "Time for God", because it was the
only organisation I found, which is cooperating with Methodists. I will give my best,
no matter where it is. I'm sure it will be the right placement and I'm really excited to
find out where it will be.

Hannah will be helping us with our Sunday club every Sunday morning. She will also
be going to Bible Studies, helping our church to connect with midweek groups (like Stars
and Guides), and working with us to establish at least one new evening youth group. She
will be staying at Margaret Torkildsen’s from September until Christmas. In the New
Year, she will be staying with the Kirkby’s at the manse until Easter, but please note that
we still need a home for her from Easter until the end of July. There is financial support
available so please speak to Rev Blair if you are interested.

CHAPLAINCY
Volunteer training course Could it be for you?

The Chaplaincy at PAHT will be running another eight week
training course soon. This could give you the opportunity to see if
you might be suited to become a local Hospital Chaplaincy
VOLUNTEER visitor.
 As sufficient people have shown interest, the new course is due to commence on September 3, 2019

It will run on a Tuesday evening from 6.30 – 8.30pm.
Venue The Princess Alexandra Hospital NHS Trust

Hamstel Road, Harlow CM20 1QX 6.
Venue: Training Room 2, Pardon Hall

Note: Numbers are limited so if interested please contact
PAH – Lead Chaplain Rev. Christian Okeke on 07748590407 or PAH Ext. 2717

E-mail: christian.okeke1@nhs.net
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A committee is a dark avenue down which good ideas are lured and then quietly
strangled.

A bookseller emailed a Manchester firm for a dozen copies of Dean Farrar’s ‘Seekers after
God’.  He received a reply: ‘No seekers after God in Manchester.  Try Liverpool.’

Members of a local church discovered that the roof was leaking.  The following Sunday
morning the churchwarden stood up: “First of all, I want to apologise for the big drip in our
pulpit this morning.”

The story is told of how Queen Victoria was out walking one Sunday with her faithful
servant John Brown.  They saw someone fishing from a boat on the Loch, and she said:
“Fancy people doing that on the Sabbath.”
“But Ma’am,” protested John Brown, “the Lord Jesus was in a boat on the Sabbath.”
The Queen sniffed: “Well, two wrongs don’t make a right.”

A little girl after her geography exam: “Please God make Copenhagen the capital of Japan –
at least for this month.”

Seasoned travellers, the missionary and his wife went to book reservations at the airlines
counter.  They humbly requested: “Two tickets to wherever our luggage is going.”

The story is told how after the concert hall at Broadcasting House was built there was doubt
whether the door would admit a concert grand.  “Try it,” said somebody.  But the musical
director objected on the ground that if his beautiful Bechstein got stuck it would be
damaged.  So they instructed the carpenter to take measurements and make an exact replica
in plywood.  This was done, and then they found they couldn’t get the model out of the
carpenter’s shop.

SM

ILE LINES

SMILE LINES

                 BIBLE VERSES  Psalm 139: 1 - 6, 23,24. NASB

A SONG OF KING DAVID

O Lord, you have searched me and known me.  You know when I sit
down and when I rise up; you understand my thoughts and afar.
You scrutinize my path and my lying down, and are intimately ac-

quainted with all my ways.
Even before there is a word on my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know it all.  You
have enclosed me behind and before and laid your hand upon me.  Such knowledge
is too wonderful for me; it is too high, I cannot attain to it.

Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts; and
see if there be any hurtful way in me, and lead me in the everlasting way.
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Action for Children
This year Action for Children celebrates 150 years of work with the children's charity that

was founded by a Methodist minister, Rev Thomas Bowman Stephenson in 1869. It started
life when he rescued two homeless boys, Fred and George, from under the arches of
Waterloo bridge and gave them a home in a converted stable. The Children’s Home became
The National Children’s Homes which became NCH Action for Children and is now
simply Action for Children. It is still supported strongly by the Methodist Church as its
chosen charity for work with disadvantaged children and families throughout the UK.

The St Andrew’s Church collecting year came to an end on 30 June. Thank you all who
have given so generously by having home collecting boxes, by way of the gift envelopes
on Action for Children Day in July and with the collections around Christmas. The total
was boosted with the proceeds of a concert given by Jason Munday’s music pupils and we
managed to exceed the previous year's total. We have recently lost several of our box
holders so please consider having one of the new, shiny, red boxes in your home.

In 2018-19 we raised a total of £1,191.93 in the following ways:
Home Collecting Boxes £535.96
Gift Envelopes £167.01
Christmas Collections £367.96
Jason Munday’s Concert £121.00

John Hutchings

An open invitation to
A Harlow Chorus External Event!

At St Andrew’s Church, The Stow, on Saturday 12th October at 2.30pm.
Celebrate PETER MOUNTSTEVEN’S  50 years as Wedding Accompanist

in a ‘Desert Island Medley’
followed by a ‘Bring and Share’ Tea

with interval readings of light poetry - (Pam Ayres & Co)
to celebrate his 70th Birthday.

From 4.30pm - 7.00pm
Voices from the City

as recorded by London Welsh Male Voice Choir
conducted by Edward Rhys-Harry M.D.

All welcome - no RSVP - just bring something for the shared tea.

St Andrew’s United Service
at 11am on Sunday 29th September

followed by lunch.
We have invited the congregations of

Church Langley, Hatfield Heath, Trinity, Roydon
and David Livingstone.
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Dear Friends,
On Sunday 30th June we had a joint HAEBEA service at Hatfield Heath URC.  It was a

hot, sunny day when some of the congregations of five churches met together.  There were
also two other HAEBEA joint services on the same day.

Our worship was led by Susan Swindale and was based on the book of Colossians, with
special emphasis on unity in Christ.  There was a very interesting video talk giving a potted
overview of this letter written to an early Christian group by St Paul.  We also had a five
minute spot where we got up and mingled - introducing ourselves to people from other
churches.  We sang two of the hymns accompanied by guitar and recorder and there was a
short drama.  Members of Hatfield Heath, Trinity, Roydon, David Livingstone and St
Andrew’s  enjoyed worshipping together.

Following worship we were served a lovely lunch prepared by our host church: Hatfield
Heath URC.  This was a fruitful, thoughtful, praising, happy event.

There will be another set of joint HAEBEA services on 29th September, with our church
hosting this time.

There’s a report on the HAEBEA website from Rev Cecil White, of the joint service at
North Weald. [www.haebea.org]  Brian Herring  took part in this, his final service at North
Weald Church, after fifty years of membership.  The other service was held at Hoddesdon but
I haven’t received any details of that meeting.

As I write this, a team of us are preparing for our Holiday Bible Week from 29th July to
4th August.  If you collect your magazine on the 28th July - you’ve still got time to pray for us
and for the children who come.  Very few children from non-Christian homes go to Sunday
Schools or Sunday Clubs any more so they don’t learn Bible stories or about God’s love for
them.  In schools, Christianity is just another religion to tick off the list.  And it’s usually
taught by someone who doesn’t live with Christ within them.  Even if you’re reading this after
the week is over, please pray for those who came, that they will remember the stories from
Philippians, and also that God loves them and Jesus died for them.

Something I heard in a sermon recently has stuck in my mind.  Faith is like a coin.
Doubt is on one side and belief on the other.  Doubt is not a sin and beliefs can change but
faith is a gift that can withstand anything.

Best wishes,
Hazel Taylor

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE - October and November,
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Two Opportunities for Giving towards Work in our Church and Abroad

‘Time for God’ Project Now Open for Donations

The plan to take on a youth worker for a year starting September at St. Andrew’s under the
‘Time for God’ scheme has reached its final stage of preparation. Some people have
expressed a desire to make donations towards the expenses of running the scheme. I have
marked up some Methodist Church donation envelopes with the words “TfG” for this
purpose, so the Church Treasurer will know that the monies thus collected are for this pot.
If donors can fill in the Gift Aid declaration at the back of the envelopes that will make the
money go further. Cheques should be made payable to ‘St. Andrew’s Methodist Church’.
Anyone who wants such an envelope please contact me, the Gift Aid Secretary.

Harvest Festival Service with an ‘All We Can’ Theme

For the Harvest Sunday Service on 15th September this year, we have invited Matthew
Forsyth from ‘All We Can’ to conduct the service. ‘All We Can’ is the operating name of the
Methodist Relief and Development Fund and a theme of the service is to use the abundance
of harvest to encourage us to give towards the continual need for relief and development
work in some of the poorest communities in the world. Special purpose donation enve-
lopes will be distributed on the Sundays of September 15th and 22nd. These can be handed
in with the offertory collection. Again, if donors can fill in the Gift Aid declaration at the
back of the envelopes that will make the money go further. Cheques should be made
payable to ‘All We Can’.

Andrew Wong

November 22 - 24th 3Generate at Pontins Southport
We have twenty-three of our young people   going to this event along with seven adult

leaders including Rev Blair. The theme is Courageous Faith and it promises to be a
wonderful weekend with something like twelve hundred Methodist young people in
attendance. We will be renting a coach and travelling together on the Friday afternoon and
coming back Sunday evening. It is very exciting.

USEFUL WEBSITES
Could it be SEPSIS - www.sepsistrust.org

Code of practice for VICTIMS OF CRIME -
www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-code-of-practice-for-victims-of-crime



11



C
O

FFEE
MORNING - EACH SATURDAY - 10 UN

TIL
1

2

SATURDAY COFFEE

First Sat. Jean Gill & Margaret Torkildsen
Second Sat. Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Third Sat. Margaret Torkildsen & Gay Brown
Fourth Sat. Susan McKenzie & Gill Church
Fifth Sat. Jean Gill & Ann Kirkby

SUNDAY COFFEE

First Sun. Sylvia & Matt Franklin
Second Sun. Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Third Sun. Hazel Taylor, Andrew Proctor, & Gay Brown
Fourth Sun. Alison Brand & Gay Brown
Fifth Sun. Alison Brand & Gay Brown

Our grateful thanks to all who provide our church flowers

TUESDAY @ 10am
during school term time only
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29th July to 2nd August - HOLIDAY BIBLE WEEK

SUNDAY 4th      10.30am  All Age Worship with Holiday Bible Week families welcomed -
                                                   Rev Blair Kirkby,  followed by a free Barbecue for everyone .

Monday  5th 2.00pm House Fellowship at the home of  Brenda Roberts in Cooks Spinney

Tuesday 6th 7.30pm Refreshments, chat and prayer at Susan and David’s home -
Tye Green Village, CM18 6QY. All welcome

Thursday 8th 12.30pm Midweek Service

Saturday 10th 12.15pm Spud and Pud Lunch

SUNDAY 11th 10.30am Morning Worship and Holy Communion - Rev John Buxton

Thursday 15th 10.30am Friendship Group Outing to The Henry Moore Foundation

Saturday 17th 11.00am Pop-in Prayers

 SUNDAY 18th 10.30am Morning Worship - Miss Gillian Amphlett

Tuesday 20th 7.30pm Refreshments, chat and prayer at Hazel and Bob’s home in Ladyshot,
CM20 3EN.  All welcome

SUNDAY 25th 10.30am Morning Worship - Prayer and Praise

       12.15pm St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship

Thursday 29th 12.25pm Friendship Group meet at The Beefeater, Harlow Mill

AUGUST DIARY
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NO SUNDAY CLUB

IN AUGUST

Please Pray for our

CHURCH SUMMER HOLIDAY CLUB - Monday 29th July - Friday 2nd August
each morning,

and a special Sunday family Service - 4th August followed by a
Free BBQ

FOR THE WHOLE CHURCH FAMILY.
This year the theme is ‘LANDLUBBERS’ based on Philippians.



SUNDAY 1st 10.30am Morning Worship & Holy Communion - Rev Blair Kirkby

Monday  2nd 2.00pm House Fellowship at the home of Beth and John in Mark Hall Moors

Wednesday 4th 7.30pm Worship and Training

SUNDAY 8th 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev David Norkett

Tuesday 10th 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship AGM

Wednesday 11th 7.45pm Area Meeting at Hertford Methodist Church

Thursday 12th 12.30pm Midweek Service

Saturday  14th 9.30am Harvest display - please bring your offerings, and help if you can
       12.15pm Spud and Pud Lunch
       6.00pm HARVEST SUPPER - Fish or Chicken and Chips

SUNDAY 15th 10.30am Morning Worship for HARVEST THANKSGIVING
                                   - Mr Matthew Forsyth

Monday 16th 7.30pm Pastoral Team Meeting at The Manse

Saturday 21st 11.00am  Pop-in Prayers

 SUNDAY 22nd 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton

 Saturday 28th 10 - 3.15pm Alive With Faith Day - for everyone (details on page 1)

SUNDAY  29th 11 00am UNITED SERVICE of Morning Worship - note: at 11am
followed by Lunch together (no charge but a donation accepted)

       12.15pm St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship
6.00pmBible Study at Lloyd and Alberta’s house in Bynghams, CM19 5NS

SE

PTEMBER DIARY
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SUNDAY CLUB

10.30 am

Re-starts on 8th

September

Christmas Fair

Saturday 16th November

Church Anniversary

27th October - Rev Sam.

Followed by lunch and

time to chat

Council Meeting

20th October @ 2.30pm
Christmas Lunch and Party

after church

Sunday 8th December

Christingle Service

22nd Dec. @ 5.00pm

Youth Service 13th October

Carol Service

15th December @ 6.30pm


