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Ministerial Team Letter
Rev Blair Kirkby
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email: bkirkby@msn.com

Rev John Buxton, M. A. (Cantab)
15 The Drive, Harlow, CM20 3QD
Home: 422661
email: minister2@standrewsharlow.org.uk

Dear Friends,
Christmas this year is going to be different.  As I write these words, it is November 11th and we

are at the beginning of a second nation-wide lockdown forbidding most social gatherings, halting
many businesses, and preventing all physical church services. On a positive note, it should also be
said that there is some good news. If all goes well with the R number, the general lockdown should
be lifted on December 2nd, and today there is excitement about a new German vaccine that sounds
very promising. If this vaccine is as good as some people say it is and, if it can be disseminated as
fast as some people say it can, our situation could perhaps be much improved by March. That said
though, it seems pretty clear that December is not going to be normal and that Christmas has
something of dark cloud hanging over it.

It doesn’t seem right, of course. Christmas ought to be all about light and love, big family
gatherings, large church services, and people singing “Joy to the World” fearlessly breathing in and
out great gulps of air with unmasked gladness.  The good news of Yuletide ought to be shared with
one another physically and up close,  just as Christ came to be with us physically and up close, but
physical closeness is the very thing that we have to be careful of. This virus conspires to kill those
who come too close and so our government is rightly regulating our movements, telling us where
we can go, and what we can do.

But I think of another Christmas which had a dark cloud hanging over it, where a very
different  government - much more oppressive than our own - was telling people where they had
to go and what they had to do. So dark was that world and so regulated were their movements,
that people were watched and counted and told they had to be in certain places at a certain time.
When that time came, the couple in question had to do what the government told them to do. The
young woman, who was great with child, had to face the prospect of giving birth without the close
support of her extended family. The place in which they came to stay was, by our standards and
theirs, miserable and only taken because there was no room for them elsewhere. And yet we
believe that the birth that occurred in that place was such a birth as has had no other equal, and
that the light that shone forth in that darkness was such a light as will never really be matched.
There and then, when movement was restricted and watched, came a baby who would come to
watch over all of us with unrestricted love. It is wonderfully ironic that the light shines brightest
sometimes in those places that are the darkest and that God seems closest sometimes in those
places where there is seemingly no room for him. The cross, the manger, the funeral, the death bed,
the wilderness: all hail and hallow his surprising presence.

So, I think that, although this virus is resoundingly terrible, this Christmas may, for some of us,
at least, be one of the best Christmases ever. I expect that people everywhere will rise to the
occasion and find creative ways to make the season wonderfully special. Good deeds will be done,
kind words will be spoken, virtual parties will held, and tangible human love will be shared in
ways that are surprising and divine. Internet services like Zoom will make for Christmas quizzes
and a real sense of fellowship with loved ones who may live close by or indeed on the other side of
the world. And there, in the midst of it all, church services, physical and virtual, will proclaim
again the well heralded message, that there, in the most difficult of circumstances, Jesus Christ was
born.                  With good wishes and season’s greetings to all, Rev Blair
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Streets 2 Homes - Christmas appeal.

Unfortunately we are unable to hold our annual ToyService this year but if anyone wishes
to give warm clothing or toiletries to the homeless through Streets2Homes I am prepared
to collect items between December 3rd and 10th and take them to the Charity.
Just call Margaret T  and if I’m not in leave your name and telephone number.
          Thank you.
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Lord and Saviour,
You came to our sinful world and still come to us whenever we

turn to you.
You loved us enough to die for us and still love us to the end of

the world.
You rose triumphant, and welcome us into your kingdom, if we

love and worship you.
This Christmas, may we remember that you are not the baby in the manger

but our risen Lord.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

PRAYER

QUOTABLE QUOTES
Many Christians have so busied themselves with programmes and activities that they no
longer know how to be silent and meditate on God’s Word or recognise the mysteries that are
in the Person of Christ. – Ravi Zacharias

Believe in God and you’ll believe in miracles. Believe in the baby of Bethlehem, and you’ll
experience one.

It is no use saying that we are born 2000 years too late to give room to Christ… Christ is
always with us, always asking for room in our hearts…. And giving shelter or food to anyone
who asks for it, or needs it, is giving it to Christ. – Dorothy Day

We must never allow anything to blind us to the true significance of what happened at
Bethlehem so long ago. Nothing can alter the fact that we live on a visited planet. – J B Phillips

We are better givers than getters… The Christmas story – the one according to
Luke, not Dickens – is not about how blessed it is to be givers, but about how
essential it is to see ourselves as receivers. – William Willimon

We must speak in practical terms. Either Christ’s coming has meaning for us now, or else it
means nothing at all. – Christoph Blumhardt

Thankfully our Saviour is not Father Christmas. He gave His best to us because we were not
good. – Moe Bergeron

He who has no Christmas in his heart will never find Christmas under a tree. – Roy Smith

Christ became what we are that He might make us what He is. – Athanasius

Power will intoxicate the best hearts, as wine the strongest heads.  No man is wise enough,
nor good enough, to be trusted with unlimited power.  – Charles Caleb Colto

Drive carefully. It’s not only cars that can be recalled by their maker.

Some cause happiness wherever they go; others, whenever they go. – Oscar Wilde
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This page can be cut out and coloured

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE -

IN LOVING MEMORY
We remember

Joyce Schooley who died 21st October 2020 and
Pat Payne who died 22nd October 2020.

Also on the first anniversary of his death -
Emmanel Assiedu-Offei who died on 5th December 2019.

All updates on church information are on our
CHURCH WEBSITE www.standrewsharlow.org.uk

If you get an old version at first, press the F5 key to refresh.

ALL NATIONS CAROLS - ON LINE

 We would love to invite you to join us at our annual advent carols’ event.  This year it’s
a bit different as we sadly can't invite everyone onto the site, and so we are busy preparing
and rehearsing various choirs singing in different languages and you are still very much
invited to join us - online!   Please tell others about this special event.

Carols on Wednesday 2 December starting at 7:30pm.
More information is available on our website

https://www.allnations.ac.uk/events/carols-easneye-2020

A Zoom Goodbye Party for
Rev Kathryn Taylor,

on Wednesday December 16th at 7:30 pm
Long-time Haebea staff member and URC
minister, Kathryn is retiring at that end of
January. However, as she is taking her last
month of holidays in January, her farewell

Zoom party is 16th Dec.
More information will follow but please

mark the evening on your calendars.
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BIBLE READING from the NET Bible  -  Excerpts from St  Matthew 2.

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, in the time of King Herod, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem  saying, “Where is the one who is born king of the
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”  When King

Herod heard this he was alarmed, and all Jerusalem with him.  After assembling all the chief
priests and experts in the law he asked them where the Christ was to be born.
“In Bethlehem of Judea,” they said, “   . . .
As they [the wise men] came into the house and saw the child with Mary his mother, they
bowed down and worshiped him. They opened their treasure boxes and gave him gifts of
gold, frankincense,  and myrrh.  After being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
went back by another route to their own country.

SM

ILE LINES

SMILE LINESJ
Putting on weight is the penalty for exceeding the feed limit.

Christmas: The time when everyone gets Santamental.

Christmas is the season when your neighbour keeps you awake playing ‘Silent Night’.

You might as well do your Christmas hinting early this year.

Father to three-year old: “No, a reindeer is not a horse with TV antenna.”

A teacher gave her class a ‘show and tell’ assignment. Each youngster was asked to bring in
an object to share with the class that represented their religion.
Benjamin got up in front of the class and said: “I’m Jewish, and this is a Star of David.”
Mary stood up next and said: “I’m a Catholic and this is a Rosary.”
Then Tim stood up. “I’m a Baptist, and this is a casserole.”

Some of these new toys are so creative and inventive. This year they have a Neurotic Doll. It’s
wound up already.

Christmas is a time when people get emotional over family ties, particularly if they have to
wear one.

The inventor of the bagpipes was inspired when he saw a man carrying an indignant
asthmatic pig under his arm.  Unfortunately, the man-made sound never equalled the purity
of the sound achieved by the pig. –  Alfred Hitchcock.

At a party at a wealthy golf club, the conversation turned to the subject of ancestry. “Of
course, we trace our family back to coming over with William the Conqueror,” observed one
lady with satisfaction. She turned to a second woman, who was new to the club, and asked,
“What about you dear? Can you go back very far?”
“Not very far,” came the reply. “You see, all the early family records were lost in the Flood!”
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Dear Friends,

The Nativity Story in Thirty Seconds

There’s this mum-to-be and her partner going on a journey.
They find that all the B & B’s are full so the baby is born in a shed.

Nearby a drift of angels are caroling amazing stuff to shepherds about a wonder-
child.  Bright lights! Fear! Joy!  The men leave their flock and high-tail it to
Bethlehem.  And there he is, the Son of God, in a cattle trough.  They tell the
couple about the heavenly messages, then sing all the way back to their field.

And what if Christ came to another planet?  I’ve written another Christmas
story which you’ll find on the next page.

Wishing you new insights into God’s great gift this Christmas,  God bless you all, Hazel.

PATRICIA ELLEN PAYNE - OUR PAT - REST IN PEACE

Pat has been a loyal member of St Andrew’s for over fifty years. For many years
she was a Sunday School Teacher, including in the 1960’s when there were around
60 children each week.  Her welcoming smile and down-to-earth Christian outlook
were two of the reasons I joined this church.

She always supported the children of our church and helped in many other ways.
After her long spell in hospital with heart problems a few years back, she still kept
her strong faith and came to church whenever she could. And her welcoming smile
and positive outlook continued through her physical setbacks.

Pat had a fall in early October and was admitted to hospital where she passed
away on the 22nd October.

Rev Sam conducted a lovely family funeral at Parndon Wood Chapel on 2nd
November which I and other church friends attended via live webcast.

Hazel Taylor
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                                               A SAVIOUR COMES TO SENTRE
                                                                                              by Hazel Taylor

Ryma was a simple, Rack 3 girl from group Jak. She was a caring, happy person, and one day,
as she was in her praise-pod, Iam sent Glory-Synth Brill to her to relay a message. He touched
wrists, in a friendly greeting and said, "You have been specially selected for a Rack-plus
assignment." Ryma was petrified. The Glory-Synth told her she was to be honoured and that Iam
would look after her. She was to have a baby who would be Re-Iam, and he would reign over all
Jak people for eternity.

The Rack 1 authorities had often portrayed Iam as cruel, unloving and remote but he really
wanted everyone to love and follow his way. He had sent Galaxy-Synths and leaders of every
Rack since he created Sentre, but he knew that they didn't really get his  message across. It always
got corrupted during some part of the relay and the messengers were soon forgotten, ignored or
eliminated.

Ryma stammered, "It's impossible for me to have an unauthorised regeneration."
But Brill replied, "Spirit-Iam will surround you, and make this unique happening come true.

Your male regen will be divine, and you will call him Yesu-Re-Iam. Right now, in spite of being
beyond regeneration span, Zill, your own gene-agnate is near her cell  perfection time. With Iam,
there are no restrictions to any sphere. He is Almighty."

Ryma bowed low, and whispered, “I worship the Almighty, so I'm ready to accept this
unusual program."  Glory-Brill disconnected and Ryma was once again alone in the praise pod.

Foz, Ryma's coupling, was upset at her pre-reg state as it contravened rule 27 and would
reduce them to Rack 4, as Iam's power wasn't recognised by the state. They both trusted Iam, so
accepted the downgrade, knowing he would protect them and the baby.

During the incubation period, the state enacted a new rule, number 355. Everyone on Planet
Sentre had to register at their Regeneration space station. Ryma and Foz had to return to Telpher,
and because they were now Rack 4, they couldn't have instant-cell-transfer , so had to make the
arduous and dangerous journey by capsule. The high G-forces were not good for Ryma in her
condition and there was one quite frightening moment as they passed a black hole and were
sucked towards it.

When they arrived in Telpher, Ryma was near cell perfection count and they needed an
instant re-coup duplex, but because there were so many other travellers complying with rule 355,
the print-out showed there were only inferior holding pods left.  Ryma was now using her
emergency energy supply, so they took the elevator to level 26, and clipped themselves to the
wall of a pod.  While there, without the usual pure-light module, regeneration took place.  Ryma
coated her first regen with cell protection light-waves and clipped Yesu to the wall, close to
herself and Foz in their holding pod, with sub-orders all around them.

On the fringe layer, which surrounded Telpher, there was a group of space-junk recyclers,
living in the half-light area.  Suddenly they saw a full-light manifest, and on their intercom,
almost drowning out the background static, came such unusual phonics,  they were terrified.

The voice of a Glory-Synth told them, "Don't worry, we relay joyful news to you which will
affect everyone.  A Saviour for Planet Sentre has reached cell perfection. On level 26, clipped to
the wall of a holding pod, you will find a baby who is Re-Iam.  This wonderful event will bring
joy to all Sentretes."  Then the full-light manifest went into instant duplicate and the whole area
was illuminated and filled with worship voices.

"Majesty to highest Iam, great feelings for all Sentretes," they sang.  The recyclers realised
that they had been specially selected for this unique news and decided to chance leaving their
work-station and go to level 26 and see for themselves baby Re-Iam.  Without even keying their
work numbers through sign-off they entered a shift capsule which took them at quarter-light-
speed to the holding block. When they got to level 26, they saw a baby clipped to the pod wall,
amongst the sub-orders, just as the light manifest had relayed. They told Ryma and Foz about
the Glory-Synths and on their way back to the half-light area, they plugged into 'Local News
Input' so that the information about Re-Iam was relayed on instant update. They felt really high
from the experience, and entered a praise pod to worship Iam.
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Many charities are saying that the pandemic has given them real problems. Just when
the need is at its greatest they are suffering tremendous loss of income. This is because fund-
raising events have been severely curtailed or are not taking place at all. The charities are
also severely hampered in the way they are able to work in the field because the very nature
of their work is that they need to be in close contact with the people they are trying to serve.
You will know that I am the contact person at St Andrew’s for Action for Children and, with
Beth, for for Harlow Foodbank.

Both of these charities are no exceptions to the problems that the pandemic has brought.
Because churches are no longer collecting food, the Food Bank is having to look elsewhere
for stocks of essential supplies to provide relief to the huge increase of families who are in
desperate need. Foodbank has been very fortunate with the response from the supermarkets
and they have even been able to extend their field of work by helping to provide school
holiday meals.  By this time of year I have usually been able to send about £800 to Action for
Children from our church. So far this year (since 1 July) I have only received £5. This is
because I haven’t seen you, haven’t been able to receive your home collecting boxes, haven’t
been able to distribute gift envelopes and we presumably won’t be able to have our main
fund-raising events at Christmas.

We have done rather better with Food Bank. Since 1st January I have sent £840 in cash
donations and that has helped offset the non-existent food donations. I don’t believe Alison
and Kevin Brand have had any to deliver since last February although we did send them
some of our Harvest donations.

Please, this Christmas time, will you consider giving to Action for Children and to Food
Bank. Please send cheques to me at my home address . There are other ways of giving on-
line but this way will ensure that it is recorded as part of our church effort. Cheques for
Foodbank should be made out to ‘Michael Roberts Charitable Trust’ and cheques for Action
for Children should be made out to just that, ‘Action for Children’. Please enclose your own
address so that I can acknowledge all your gifts. Thank you so much for all your generosity.
John Hutchings

We have FOUR ZOOM BIBLE STUDIES TO CHOOSE FROM.
During December the Tuesday evening one will be LIVING IN THE LIGHT.

If you can access Zoom - please join us as we look at the Advent Miracle once again,
7.15pm for  7.30pm every Tuesday.

Also during Advent, every SUNDAY AT 7PM ON ZOOM, starting on 29th November
with a Christmas Talent Show,     a Christmas themed get-together.

 See December Calendar for further details.
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Suggested Christmas Gifts this year:
To those who have hurt you, forgiveness.      To those who tire you, tolerance.

To all who fear covid 19, your prayers.      To yourself, self-respect.
To the baby Jesus, your very self!

Ann and I wish you all a wonderful Christmas, Rev Blair.

Hope for a better world is what the Christ-
child brings. Christmas Greetings

from Beth and John

Wishing you all a peaceful
Happy Christmas and a blessed New Year.

Patience.

I‘m wishing all of you a very merry Christmas from Germany,
I keep thinking of you a lot!

Take care and God bless, Hannah

With Christian  greetings to everyone at
St Andrew’s for the  Festival Season, from Andrew Proctor.

Brenda wishes everyone at St Andrew’s a
Happy Christmas.

Happy, Blessed and Peaceful Christmas
and New Year, from Nettie.

Wishing all at St Andrew’s a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year,

from Helen, Morgan and Ellis.

Greetings and love to all my Church family
friends young or old.  May God shower his

blessing on you and your families.
Love Margaret Torkildsen.

To all my friends at St Andrew’s, wishing you all a peaceful and pleasant Christmas
and many thanks for your prayers during a rather difficult time.  Philip Evans.

Greetings and love to all for a blessed
Christmas, from Nancie.

Wishing everyone a happy Christmas
and a prosperous new year.  With love

from Audrey.

I wish everyone at Church a peaceful
Christmas.  My heart is with you all

as I miss my Church family.
With love Marraine.

With warmest wishes to all the Church family
for a blessed and joyful Christmas and a happy New Year, from Gisela.

Wishing you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year.
Thanks to all who’ve helped me this year.  Love from Yvonne.

David & Susan wish everyone a very
happy Christmas and best wishes for 2021.
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Wishing all our friends at St Andrew’s
a Happy Christmas and a better 2021.

With love from Gill and Mike

To all our friends at St Andrew’s, wishing you a happy and peaceful Christmas
and God’s blessings in the coming year.  From Hazel and Bob with love.

Wishing everyone at St Andrew’s a happy
and peaceful Christmas and a blessed and

healthy New Year.
Love and best wishes from Kay & Andrew.

The Castle family would like to wish
everyone at St Andrew’s a very happy

Christmas and a safe and healthy new year.

All the Sunday club leaders
would like to wish all the children

and their families a wonderful Christmas
and new year.

Joyce, Alison, Kevin and the family wish everyone at St Andrew’s
a happy and peaceful and healthy Christmas, with love.

Wishing all our church friends and their families a very healthy, happy and
safe Christmas and New Year.  With love from Nesta and f amily.

A very merry Christmas to all and very
blessed 2021.  God be with you all.

Love Jean, Fiona, Pauline and Liberty.

My time at St Andrew’s Methodist Church
by Rosemary Mutopo

My placement time at St Andrew’s has been a wonderful experience, especially as I was
not sure how things would work out due to the Covid-19 pandemic. I thank God for
making it possible for me to physically attend church during the first half of my place-
ment. Although one member pointed out that the current pandemic had caused some
members to stay at home, I was grateful for the ‘near enough’ experience I got. I had the
opportunity of leading the Tuesday bible study session where I have learnt a lot as I
engaged with a group of knowledgeable and caring people. I have also attended the
Monday lunchtime zoom bible study led by Rev Blair, where again I have made new
friends. It has been enriching to be among members of the congregation who are keen to
share their views as we explored the books of Hosea, Colossians and Acts. Leading
worship for the first time in a new place can be a bit daunting but I felt supported from
the preparation through to the end. I am most grateful for the help I got preparing for my
hybrid service when I preached in church and technology allowed for those at home to
participate in the service. Thank you so much to the technical team! It has also been a
wonderful experience to lead and engage with the Sunday Club. Just wish it had been a
bit longer. My prayer to you all is, may you continue to love and care for one another,
embracing empathy especially in these turbulent times. Wishing you all a merry Christ-
mas and a happy New Year!



SUNDAY SERVICES - if we are allowed to worship in church,
please read the following before you come to a service

We are required to have
1. one-way system - so entry through Howard Way doors, and doors open
during the services, so it is cold in church.  Please wear warm clothing.
2. a steward will keep a list of those attending for track and trace purposes,
3. a hand-sanitise station is on the left of entry door , or access to toilets for
hand-washing,
4.. a church steward will show you to seat, starting from the front.  You must not
change to a different seat.
5. exit will be by front right hand church door, through fire-door in corridor to
  the car park or along the corridor and back out the Howard Way door.
6.  You must wear a mask during your time on church premises.
Please note
Don’t come to church if you have any sign of any transmittable illness.
Social-distancing is required at all times - please observe if using toilets.
It will be cold in church, due to open doors.  Please wrap up warmly.
Adults must only use the adults’ toilets near the Howard Way entrance or the
disabled toilet.
Children must only use the children’s toilets near the back door.
We are not allowed to sing in church.
Your offering will be by using the box by the entrance or exit doors.
There will be no coffee or refreshments served.
The services will be relayed electronically via Zoom for those who wish/need to
stay at home.  Rev Blair will give you the link.
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IF WE ARE BACK IN CHURCH

Flowers:
 contact Margaret Mountsteven

or Hazel
Please let one of the above have the money and any colour preferences

two weeks before your flower date.



SUNDAY  6th        10.30am Morning Worship on the Second Sunday
        in Advent - Rev Blair Kirkby
      ZOOM 7.00pm A Christmas Quiz - Biblical and secular with Christmas prizes.

 SUNDAY 13th 10.30am Morning Worship on the third Sunday in Advent --

                                                                               Ms Rosemary Mutopo
      ZOOM 7.00pm A Christmas Nativity - all dress up - share readings and music.

Wednesday 16th 7.30pm A ZOOM Goodbye Party for Rev Kathryn Taylor - all welcome

SUNDAY 20th 10.30am Morning Worship on the fourth Sunday in Advent - Rev Blair Kirkby
      ZOOM 7.00pm Bethlehem in our homes - A Carols and Readings Service

       - Rev Blair Kirkby.  Have a candle burning by your
                                                                    Zoom appliance.

CHRISTMAS DAY  10.30am        Family Service - Rev Blair Kirkby
SUNDAY   27th   10.30am        Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton

Thursday   31st    11.30pm    Watchnight Service - This will only
take place if we are allowed in church to worship - Rev John Buxton

TUESDAY @ 10am
during school term time only

BIBLE STUDIES ON ZOOM Contact Rev Blair for Zoom links
see page 9 for further details

ALTERNATE SUNDAYS  - 6pm - Family Bible Study - children welcome.
MONDAY  12noon  - Eat your lunch as you share in a Bible discussion. Rev Blair leads.
TUESDAY  7.30pm - Led by Rosemary Mutopo and then David Swindale.
THURSDAY 7.00PM - Led by Fred Arthur

The leaders will tell you their CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW YEAR  CLOSURES

DE
CEMBER DIARY
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NO SATURDAY OR SUNDAY COFFEE OR SPUD AND PUD LUNCHES
IN DECEMBER OR JANUARY
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SUNDAY  CLUB
IF ZOOM -

PM SUNDAY

SUNDAY  CLUB
IF IN CHURCH -

10.30amCRÈCHE -
if in church

Wednesday 12 noon Advent Pause for prayer -15 minutes on Zoom - details in Thursday email
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SUNDAY 3rd 10.30am Morning Worship and Covenant Service - Rev Blair Kirkby

SUNDAY 10th 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton

Saturday  16th 11.00am Possibly Pop-in Prayers in the hall
SUNDAY 17th 10.30am Morning Worship - at the start of the week of Christian Unity -
                                                      Mrs Susan Swindale

 SUNDAY 24th 10.30am Morning Worship -  Mr Andy Dipper

Saturday  30th 4.00pm ZOOM for Sunday Club - 3Generate Event

SUNDAY 31st 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev Blair Kirkby

JANUARY DIARY
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SUNDAY CLUB

J
A
N
U
A
R
Y

CRÈCHEif in church

SEE NOTE ON PAGE

12 and 13

AS WE ENTER A NEW YEAR . . .

Trust the past to God’s mercy, the present to God’s love and
the future to God’s providence. Augustine of Hippo

In our devotion to the needs of others, O God, let us not
neglect the wisdom of your counsel.  In the midst of our
work let us not lose sight of your great purposes.  In the
path of service let us not snatch the management of the
world from your hands.  Amen. Florence Nightingale
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