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Dear Friends,

Some thoughts about freedom and the building up of the Church

Galatians 5.13 & 14: You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom
to indulge the flesh ; rather, serve one another humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping
this one command: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”
Hebrews 12.1 & 2: “Let us run the race that is set before looking to Christ Jesus who is the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith.”

After eighteen months of Corona Virus, “Freedom Day” has finally come, and summer is
really here. The question for the Church, given the devastating effect that Covid has had on
our programmes and church attendance, is how do we use this freedom responsibly and how
do we start to rebuild our communal life with it?  Regarding the rebuilding our communal
life, I have these four suggestions:

1. The goal should not be a return to “what was,” but a return to being Christ-centred.
Much of “what was” is never going to come back. People have died, programmes that
were faltering are now finished, and the world has changed in substantial ways, but
the life-giving power of the Church has never come from trying to return to a past era,
even if that era was quite a good one. Instead, our power and strength has always
come from focusing upon the One who is both our guide and our salvation - and from
addressing the question, “How would He have us live in this present era?” The race
that we are to run then is always with an eye to Him who is the “pioneer and perfecter
of our faith.”

2. The goal should be faithfulness, not numbers.  Many churches right now are getting
about half the numbers that they were before the pandemic, but the goal should never
be to build up the numbers at any cost. Instead, the goal is always to be faithful to
Christ and to the broad principals of scripture that make for a life rooted in God,
knowing that this sort of faithfulness lived out by the leaders and laity of the church
will build up the numbers soon enough.

3. The church should be adaptable in all ways – always.  Being adaptable is taking away
sacred cows and replacing them with ministries that are more appropriate for the
times and the context. If we have learned anything from Covid and from the
technological changes that we have had to make because of Covid, it is that,
sometimes, we have to change even the things that we deem to be most sacred about
ourselves. Who would have guessed that we would have to close our physical Sunday
services for months and that, as a result, we would learn to worship together with new
technologies?

Continued on page 2
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QUOTABLE QUOTES

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.  2 Timothy 4:7

Make the least ado about your greatest gifts.  Be content to act and leave the talking to others.
 Baltasar Gracian

Nobody can call himself a Christian who does not worship Jesus. John Stott

To belittle is to be little.

Life has many choices. Eternity has two. What’s yours?

Sympathy is two hearts tugging at the same load.

If you have half a mind to turn on television, it is all you will need for many programmes.
M De Haan

It is what you do when you have nothing to do that reveals what you are.

Medical science recognises that emotions such as fear, sorrow, envy, resentment and hatred
are responsible for the majority of our sicknesses.  S I McMillen

Security is not the absence of danger, but the presence of God, no matter what the danger.

Clear definition of goals is the keynote of success.  Edison Montgomery

Be great in little things. St Francis Xavier

It is better to wear out than to rust out. R Cumberland

“I’m playing all the right notes, but not necessarily in the right order.”
 Morecambe of Morecame and Wise.

4. Freedom always comes with responsibilities. Paul advises in Galatians 5 that though
we are made for freedom we are still bound by the one command, “to love our
neighbours as ourselves.” This means that even though Covid 19 regulations will be
lifted, we will still have to care for one another and maintain measures that protect
one another from the virus. With this in mind, we may want to encourage people to
wear masks even as we sing praises to God.

Have a great summer and enjoy the freedom,
Rev Blair

LOST & FOUND
A RING has been found in our church car park.  If you think it’s yours - please phone

Rev John 422661 or Rev Blair, and describe it.
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This page can be cut out and coloured

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE -

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
Mary Guy who died on 26th June 2021

and
Joyce Fisher who died on 12th July 2021

You can read about them on pages 10 and 11.

IN MEMORY
on the anniversary of their death

Brenda Woodfine - 15th August 2017
Nigel Evens - 24th August 2018

Derek Ashpole - 5th September 2016

Our grateful thanks to Margaret Nunoo and Ruzive Mhiribidi for six years of faithful
service as Stewards, but are standing down at the end of August.

We give thanks for our three new Stewards who will start at our Church New Year - in
September.

Please remember Alberta Annobil,  Mabel Wilson and Eddie Collier in your prayers.

We welcome Margery Collier to our Pastoral Visitors’ Team in September.  She will also
be taking part in services as she is a Worship Leader.
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SM

ILE LINES

SMILE LINES
PRAYER

All updates on church information are on our
CHURCH WEBSITE www.standrewsharlow.org.uk

If you get an old version at first, press the F5 key to refresh.

A woman took her four-month-old baby to visit her neighbour, but the baby began to fuss as
soon as they arrived. The neighbour’s five-year-old son asked where the baby had come from.
“He was sent down from Heaven,” the mother replied, above the screams.

The little boy watched the baby crying for a few more minutes, and then turned to his mother.
“I bet I know why he was sent from Heaven. God wanted some quiet up there!”

CHURCH NOTICE: The preacher for Sunday next will be found hanging on the notice board in
the porch.

Once asked how many people worked in the Vatican, the Pope replied, ‘Oh, about half.”

The scientific theory I like best is that the rings of Saturn are composed entirely of lost airline
luggage.

The middle class consists of people who are not poor enough to accept charity and not rich
enough to donate anything.

With the exception of world unrest, nothing breaks out in more places than an old garden hose.

It seems that those who have hobbies rarely go crazy.  But what about those of us who have to
live with those who have hobbies?

 Going camping?  Take along a tuba or a drum and carefully place it beside your tent.  It will
keep the spaces on either side of you well and truly vacant.

You can’t please everyone. But it is possible to make them all mad at the same time.

While flying home, my mother was sitting across the aisle from a woman and her eight-year-
old son. Mum couldn’t help laughing as they neared their destination and she heard the mother
say to the boy, “Now remember – run to Dad first, then the dog.”

A woman went into the kitchen to find her husband swatting flies. “I killed three female and
two male ones,” he said triumphantly.  She asked him how on earth he knew that.
“Easy. Two were on my beer can, and three were on the phone.”
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Loving Father,

We give thanks for your care and love that upholds
us.  We thank you that you have given us so many
blessings.  We thank you for our church, our family,
our loved-ones.
We remember our two dear members who have passed away recently.  We
pray for those who mourn.

As we learn to live with Covid 19 around us, help us to be mindful of others.
We remember countries too poor or corrupt to protect their citizens.

We remember those in hospitals, care homes and hospices, and those who
work there.

We ask your blessing on the children of our church.  May the adults be good
examples to them of Christian living.

In Jesus name, Amen.

And if you’re staying at home,
may He also grant you safety and renewal

in body, mind and spirit.

PRAYER

On Sunday 27th June, during our morning worship, Joanne and
Amir were baptised by immersion and Curtis was confirmed.

This was a time of celebration and contemplation.  Please pray for
them as they continue there lives with their Lord.  May they be
strengthened in their faith.

We may be having a Student Placement from
 All Nations College, starting in September.

Please pray about this.

If you are going away this summer,
may God grant you safety and renewal

in body, mind and spirit.
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Methodist Church Constitutional Change

At the recent Church Council meeting we discussed the Methodist Conference decision to
allow for the possibility of same sex marriages on Methodist premises. Many Methodists
across the country feel that this decision represents a terrible departure from key Biblical
principles while many others feel that the decision is a mark of fidelity to the key Biblical
principles that matter most. Given the importance of this issue the Church Council requested
that the stewards look at how to best communicate with the congregation about it so that as
many St Andrew’s people as possible would be given the opportunity to respond to it
Biblically and prayerfully.

At the Church Stewards meeting on 17th July, it was therefore decided that 2 Sundays will
be set apart, the 5th September and 12th September, for the purpose of informing the
congregation of the views of both sides of the argument. On September 5th Rev Blair will be
preaching in support of the Conference decision to allow for the possibility of same sex
marriages and on Sept 12th David Swindale will be preaching against it. After this, two weeks
of weekday and evening meetings of small groups would be arranged so that everyone can
have an opportunity to air their view. These meetings will be held in person (covid
permitting) and on zoom.

After the 2 weeks the stewards will meet again to co-ordinate a report which will be given
at the next Church Council meeting on 10th October.

Mary Guy, Doris Dougherty & Joyce Fisher at our
60th Anniversary,  2014. (See pages 10 & 11.)
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St Andrews Methodist Church
Covid Safety Protocols from 19th July 2021

For all users of the premises
× Hand sanitizer is to be used on entry, and regularly as necessary whilst on the
premises.

× Test & Trace forms continue to be completed.

× Face Coverings: You are required to wear face coverings (unless exempt)
whilst moving around any of our premises, and at all times whilst involved with
preparing and serving refreshments.

× Cleaning: All surfaces are to be wiped at the end of each session.

× Ventilation: Good ventilation is to be maintained, opening windows and doors
wherever possible whilst the premises are in use.

For Worship
× Distancing: To maintain a chair’s distance between individuals or group bubbles,
being mindful of those who still feel vulnerable and would wish to maintain a larger
gap between themselves and others.

× Face Coverings: You are still required to wear facemasks during worship. If
you have a medical condition which prevents you from doing so, please keep a
distance of 2 metres between yourself and anyone else not part of your
household.

× Singing & Responses will be permitted with a face mask on.  This is to ensure
that vulnerable people are not excluded from our worship.

× The Offering will continue to be at the entrance for anyone to put in as they
arrive and be brought forward during the service for the offertory prayer.

× Physical contact: Please also be mindful that though you may be ready to offer
a handshake, hug, etc to others, they may not feel comfortable with this, so
please respect others’ wishes in this matter.

× Socialising/ Fellowship: Chatting outdoors rather than indoors will still be
encouraged as a preference where possible.

× Communion will be distributed by the minister to the congregation.

× Children will be encouraged to join worship on zoom. They must sit in their
family bubble if in church and should not run around.
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The earth has four creatures that are very small but very wise:

The feeble ant has little strength, yet look how it diligently gathers its
food in the summer to last throughout the winter.

The delicate rock-badger isn’t all that strong, yet look how it makes a
secure home, nestled in the rocks.

The locusts have no king to lead them, yet they cooperate as they move forward by
bands.

And the small lizard is easy to catch as it clings to the walls with its hands, yet it can be
found inside a king’s palace.

(A prayer of Queen Elizabeth 1.
Reproduced from Winchester Road Methodist Church’s Magazine.)
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Dear Friends,
Are you a Martha or a Mary?
I’m sure you remember the story.

Anyone who has had to juggle a big dinner
for extra people will have a sneaking
sympathy for Martha.

There’s Mary, sitting with the men, at the
feet of Jesus, drinking in his words.  And
Martha’s sweating at the oven, trying to cook
the lamb and veggies.  (Well, that’s the gist of
it, in Luke 10: 38 - 42)

But Jesus, very gently, sides with Mary.
He says, ‘Mary has discovered the one thing
worth being concerned about.’

But later on we read another story about
them in John 11: 1 onwards.

Their brother Lazarus was taken ill, then
he got worse.  The two sisters sent a message
to Jesus to let him know that his good friend
was very sick.

Now the family lived near Jerusalem, in
the village of Bethany in the province of
Judea but Jesus didn’t attempt to travel until
two days after the message arrived.

When he suggested to his disciples that
they went to Bethany they were horrified.

‘But Master, it’s only a few days ago that
the Jewish leaders in Judea were trying to kill
you.’

Jesus told them that Lazarus was already
dead but if they went to Bethany it gave the
disciples another chance to believe in their
Master.

Thomas said to the others, ‘Let’s go with
him, and die with him!’

When Martha and Mary got word that
Jesus was near the village, Martha went out
to meet him.   But Mary stayed at home.

Martha confronted Jesus on the road.  ‘Sir,
If you had been here, Lazarus wouldn’t have
died.  But I know that if you ask God to bring
him back to life, he will.’

Jesus replied, ‘Anyone who believes in
me, even though he dies, he shall live again.
He is given eternal life for believing in me.
Do you believe this, Martha?’

‘Yes, Master.  I believe you are the
Messiah, the Son of God, the one we have
waited for.’

Not many people who had come into
contact with Jesus had grasped this amazing
truth.  The disciple Peter did.  Matthew 16:16.

But the thing I find interesting is that it
was Martha, the cook, who had come to
understand who Jesus was - and not Mary,
who sat learning at his feet.

May God’s blessing be with us,
Hazel Taylor

NEWS
Our Church DEFIBRILLATOR is now up in the Foyer and some of the

able-bodied people in our congregation will be having training to use it.
Instructions are beside it and anyone who can administer

CPR can use it in an emergency.
We thank again those who contributed to the cost of this item.
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MARY GUY
9th July 1931 - 24th June 2021

In recent years, Mary was frustrated by the physical
weakness that affected her mobility and
ability to perform tasks that previously were easy but
she could look back to a life of busyness and service.
  By profession, Mary was a primary school teacher
and worked locally.

Mary, and her husband Robert, were founder
members of St. Andrew’s and both gave tremendous service to the church.

She supported Robert in his roles as local Preacher, Town and County councillor.
In her own right, Mary was Church Council secretary, Lettings Officer and Bible reading

co-ordinator.
Mary  served at Saturday and Sunday morning coffee. When on Saturday duty, some

people would come in specially for a piece of her lemon drizzle cake.
She was an organiser for Christian Aid Week and catered for the Mid-week Service

lunches.
She supported JMA collections, the Women’s Fellowship and was a loyal member of the

Area Choir.
She rejoiced greatly in her family and eagerly awaited the arrival of new members.
Sunday, July 18th should have been the occasion of a party to celebrate her almost 90 years

so it is sad that she did not live to enjoy this but she did take much pleasure in the planning
and the anticipation of it.

Hymns were very important to Mary. She was always disappointed when we had hymns
that she did not know but she would have been delighted that we will be able to sing the
hymns she has chosen for her funeral service.

Mary was greatly loved and will be much missed.  Surely she deserves the accolade,”Well
done, good and faithful servant!” Maureen Buxton

NO VISIBLE SCAR      By Richard Littledale,        Authentic, £1.99

This comforting book gently helps people navigate their way through the pain of losing a
loved one during the pandemic restrictions.

Losing a loved one can be a lonely, isolating, and disorientating experience. This has per-
haps been felt even more keenly in the time of a global pandemic.

This past year many have experienced the traumatic situation of losing someone with no
one there to hold their hand or hear their cry. Mourning has been done quietly and unob-
served. Loved ones have been laid to rest with few to witness it.

As the pandemic recedes and people talk about returning to normal life, how do you navi-
gate your way through grief when your life will never be the same again? This honest and
gentle book may help you understand your feelings and find hope in this strange land
called grief.



11

Joyce Violet Fisher.

Joyce Violet Fisher was born at 20 past midnight on
2 April 1930. She was the only daughter of Augusta and
Walter Stonehouse. She had a lovely childhood
surrounded by aunts and cousins.

As a child she loved babies and children and she
told me how she used to get upset when the local
midwife didn’t deliver a baby to her house!!

When she wasn’t playing with her cousins or
learning to cook from her Aunty Bertha she would spend
hours reading and had a lifelong love of books.

She was quite a sickly child and had to have all her
teeth out at 3 years old in the hope that her adult ones would come through better but they
didn’t. She also had her tonsils removed due to recurrent tonsillitis.

Due to her weak constitution her parents discouraged her from becoming a nurse, which
would have been her first career choice, and she went into teaching.

She loved amateur dramatics and was cast as Juliette in Romeo and Juliette. Harold Fisher
was also in the play and this was how they met.

While she was studying at Goldsmiths and Harold was studying at Richmond their love
grew. And after 6 years of courtship they married on 7 August 1954.

They first lived and worked in Derby then moved to Anstey in Leicestershire in 1958.
Their much wanted daughter, Alison, was born in November the following year.

Although they wanted more children it wasn’t to be.
Joyce was never keen to be in the spotlight as a minister’s wife but was well known for her

helpful caring nature. If you lost her she would be in the kitchen helping with the washing up
and chatting happily with everyone. Although she wouldn’t admit it she played the piano
very well and sometimes played at Church events.

Joyce easily made friends and would chat to everyone and anyone. She never judged
people and always saw the good in everyone. She was the perfect role model to Alison. She
always supported her with everything she undertook even if sometimes she wasn’t sure it
was the right thing to do.

Joyce was so proud of all her grandchildren and spent many happy hours looking after
them while Alison and Kevin went to work.

Joyce had many friends over the years. These include Jean and Jim Gill who they were
friends with since they moved to Bishop’s Stortford in 1977. As their friendship developed
they spent many happy hours on holidays together, touring Scotland, navigating the Norfolk
Broads on a narrow boat and discovering Ireland. Joyce valued Jean’s friendship especially
following Harold’s death, when Jean would take her on day trips to Southend, Norfolk or just
potter round the local shops together.

Joyce and Harold also relished the friendship offered by Beth and John; they would often
take them on trips to the Barbican because of their shared love of classical music.

Alison was so grateful that she had the pleasure of looking after Joyce until her last
admission to hospital. She always managed a smile and was pleased with everything that was
done for her.

Alison Brand
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Flowers:
 contact Margaret Mountsteven

or Hazel
Please let one of the above have the money and any colour preferences

two weeks before your flower date.

STARS
Each Tuesday in term time @ 10am

Contact: Alison Brand

 SEPTEMBER
  5th  Niomie, Elliot & Noah
  12th  Maameyaa Adabie
  19th  Jean Gill
  26th Phone Margaret or Hazel
                         to provide

The flower rota for the rest of the year is on the notice
board in the corridor.  Please add your name if you
want to provide flowers, or see Margaret or Hazel.

First Tuesday OFFER WANTED
Second Tuesday  Gisela Heinecke
Third Tuesday  Gay Brown
Fourth Tuesday Gisela Heinecke
Regular helper at start and finish - Andrew Proctor

HELPERS

250 years ago, on 7th August 1771, the first recorded ascent of Ben Nevis was made.
Scottish botanist James Robertson ascended Ben Nevis, the highest mountain in the
British Isles.  Nowadays, 100,000 people per year make the ascent.

125 years ago, on 17th August 1896, the first person died in a motor accident in the UK.
Bridget Driscoll was crossing a road in the grounds of London’s Crystal Palace when
she was hit by a car giving demonstration rides. By way of contrast, Brake.org.uk
report that nowadays, an average of five people a day die on UK roads.

60 years ago, on 13th August 1961, East Germany sealed off the border between East
and West Berlin to prevent the exodus of refugees to the West.  Initially barbed wire
fences were erected; construction of the Berlin Wall began on 15th August. The border
reopened in 1989.



SUNDAY  1st        10.30am Morning Worship and Holy Communion - Rev John Buxton

SUNDAY 8th   10.30am Morning Worship - Mr Michael Beccato-Fischer

SUNDAY 15th 10.30am Morning Worship - Mr Frederick Arthur

SUNDAY 22nd   10.30am Morning Worship - Rev Blair Kirkby

Sunday  29th 10.30am Morning Worship - Ms Elizabeth Stockdale

THERE ARE NO BIBLE STUDIES IN AUGUST
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SUNDAY COFFEE will restart on 12th September IF
JEAN GETS OFFERS TO HELP RUN IT EACH WEEK.

WE HOPE TO RESTART SATURDAY COFFEE IN OCTOBER
IF THE ROTA CAN BE COVERED.

Please let Jean Gill know if you can help - once a month.

AUGUST DIARY

SUNDAY CLUB
IS

CLOSED
IN AUGUST

WE ARE
WORSHIPPING IN CHURCH

and also on ZOOM

We don’t have helpers
for a crèche.

Could you help?

A
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U
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SUNDAY 5th 10.30am  Morning Worship and Holy Communion  - Rev Blair Kirkby

 Saturday  11th 11am Pop-in Prayers  (Note - one week early because of Harvest)

SUNDAY 12th 10.30am Morning Worship - Mr David Swindale

Monday 13th 7.30pm Pastoral Carers’ Meeting AT CHURCH

 Saturday 18th from 9.30am Receive Harvest Gifts and arrange Display
6.30pm Harvest Supper - book your place and

                              order your fish or chicken and chips from Jean

SUNDAY  19th 10.30am Harvest Thanksgiving Worship - Rev John Buxton

SUNDAY 26th 10.30am Morning Worship - Mr Ruzive Mhiribidi
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SEPTEMBER
DIARY

SUNDAY CLUB
10.30am.
Re-starts

5th September

We don’t have helpers for a
crèche.  Could you help?
Please talk to a Steward

if you could help
one week a month.

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY
Sunday 17th October

led by Rev Dr David Chapman
who is the Chairman of our District,

followed by
Anniversary Lunch

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
Sunday 10th October

@ 2.30pm
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