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Dear Friends,

Amongst the important character traits that are necessary to be a good Christian,
flexibility and the capacity to adapt in a changing world may not be ones that immediately
spring to mind. A strong faith in Christ, an ability to love others, and a capacity to carry one’s
own cross with courage would all be rated much more highly by most of us, but the Covid 19
pandemic has forced us to adapt and change in such fundamental ways that the value of
being flexible, or if you like, of being open to a new word from God, has somehow gone way
up. I am thinking, for instance, about how loving God and loving our neighbours as ourselves
(the greatest commandments according to Jesus in Matt 22:34-40) have required such different
things from us in in our present predicament. Indeed, Covid 19 has caused us to see, in fresh
ways, that love of God and love of neighbour require us to be discerning, adaptable and ready
even to do things that we would have deemed wrong in the past. Not to gather for worship,
not to stand too close to others, not to sing with others, not to shake hands with anyone
outside of your own little bubble, and not even to praise God too loudly in the company of the
faithful unless the company of the faithful are fully masked and at some safe distance away;
all of these, in this present difficult context, are part of, and indeed integral to, loving God and
loving our neighbours. Love, it would seem, requires that we should not be too committed to
old, cherished ways of doing things and always open to the possibility that that which was
wrong in one context may be right in another.

Given all of the above, we at St Andrew’s have been making a valiant attempt to love
God and love our neighbours in a world beset by viral overload. Although we have effectively
closed the building for the second time and although it is likely to remain closed until Easter
Sunday on April 4th,  our church is very much alive. Thanks to zoom technology, our four
Bible Studies continue to serve us, our two weekly youth groups continue to meet, and our
worship services on Sunday mornings continue to go well. Our various governance groups
including Stewards, Pastoral Visitors, and Church Council are all still gathering regularly to
give much valued leadership. Pastoral care is being done largely on the telephone, but I know
that a lot of cards have been written and a lot of prayers have been said. Finally, this church
newsletter continues to play its precious part in keeping us together, informed and in touch,
not only with one another, but also with our core values.

All in all, we have a lot to be grateful for. By the time you read these words in early
February, we hope to be through the worst of our pandemic problems.  New vaccines and
drugs will be starting to make a difference and the present lockdown should have had a
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QUOTABLE QUOTES

Christ is the great central fact in the world’s history. To Him everything looks forward or
backward. All the lines of history converge upon Him. All the great purposes of God
culminate in Him. The great and most momentous fact which the history of the world
records is the fact of His birth. – Charles H Spurgeon

Justice and power must be brought together, so that whatever is just may be powerful, and
whatever is powerful may be just. – Pascal

Politics is not a bad profession. If you succeed there are many rewards. If you disgrace
yourself, you can always write a book. – Ronald Reagan

 It is what we do with our solitude that makes us fit for company. – CS Lewis

Friendship flourishes at the fountain of forgiveness. – William A Ward

There is nothing stronger than gentleness. – Ralph W Sockman

Love your neighbour, yet pull not down your hedge. – George Herbert

Our days are happier when we give people a bit of our heart rather than a piece of our mind.

If you would like to live a quiet, peaceful, uneventful life, you are living at the wrong time!

Endurance is the ability to stand up under adversity; perseverance is the ability to progress
in spite of it. – Jerry Bridges

Your worst days are never so bad that you are beyond the reach of God’s grace. And your
best days are never so good that you are beyond the need of God’s grace. – Jerry Bridges

constructive influence on bringing down hospital admissions and fatality numbers.
On Easter Sunday, we hope to open up the building again and when we do, what a

joyful day that will be. Of course, even then things are not going to be completely normal.
There will still be some significant safety regulations that we have to observe and some special
care that we have to take. But make no mistake Spring is on the way, Easter is coming, and
Jesus will have his mighty, comprehensive victory over the powers of death.  Come April, the
sun is going to shine again, and whatever the state of the pandemic, we will be doing our best
to do that which Jesus says is our first priority – to love God and our neighbours as ourselves.

In the sure and certain hope of the resurrection, and with God’s love,
Rev Blair

LENT BEGINS 17th
FEBRUARY

LENT ENDS 3rd
APRIL
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This page can be cut out and coloured

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE -

IN LOVING MEMORY
of those who have died

Rev Jim Gill - 1st February 2009
John Allbutt - 11th February 2018

Jeanne Ashpole 15th February 2019
Rev Harold Fisher - 28th February 2012

Beti Evans - 11th March 2013

THANK YOU

By His Grace, I trust it is well with you.
I take the opportunity to say, Thank you to all for your generosity over the years,
donations of money and time towards the maintenance of St Andrew’s Methodist
Church.
Thank you and may the Lord bless you for your generosity.

St Andrew’s Treasurer

We remember Bob Smith who died on 24th December 2020.
He was Audrey’s friend and came to church events over many years,

especially Spud and Pud Lunches.  We will miss him.

We have FOUR ZOOM BIBLE STUDIES TO CHOOSE FROM.

The details are on page 11.

WHY NOT JOIN ONE DURING LENT
AND LEARN MORE OF GOD’S LOVE FOR YOU

AND HIS PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE.
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 Psalm 34: 1 - 5

Praise our Lord, a Provider and Deliverer.

Lord!  I’m bursting with joy over what you’ve done for me!
My lips are full of perpetual praise.  I’m boasting of you and all your works, so let all who
are discouraged take heart.  Join me, everyone!  Let’s praise the Lord together.  Let’s make
him famous!
Let’s make his name glorious to all.  Listen to my testimony: I cried to God in my distress
and he answered me.  He freed me from all my fears!
Gaze upon him, join your life with his, and joy will come.  your faces will glisten with
glory.  You’ll never wear that shame-face again. (TPT)

SM

ILE LINES

SMILE LINES

The vicar was praying for the sick and said: “We must remember Mrs Goodwin in our
prayers. She recently had all her teeth taken out and a new gas stove put in.”

Happy to visit his local pub before it closed again, a man found himself near two nuns.
Eager to talk to anyone after weeks in Tier 3, he ventured: “What is your order?” (Meaning
their religious community.)
The nuns happily replied: “Sausage and chips, thank you.”

Shortly after the funeral of a local wealthy man, two friends were discussing the Will. “How
much did he leave?” wondered one.
His friend thought a moment, and ventured: “Well, I suppose, everything!”

A fellow nurse at my hospital received a call from an anxious young woman. “I’m diabetic
and I’m afraid I’ve had too much sugar today,” she said.
“Are you light-headed?” my colleague asked.
“No,” the caller answered, “No, I’m brunette.”

Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach him how to fish, and he will sit in a boat
and drink lager all day.

If I wanted to hear the pitter-patter of little feet, I’d put shoes on my cat.

If you tell the truth, you don’t have to remember anything.

‘Most cars on our roads have only one occupant, usually the driver.’ (BBC reporter)

I really don’t mind getting older, but my body is taking it badly.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY

A Million thanks to the generous donations by St Andrew’s Methodist Church congregations’
unnamed members for the purchase of the defibrillator and IT systems (audio and mixture)

for audio system.
Thank you very much for your generosity.

May God bless you and your family now and always.
Regards - J. Ike Impraim (Church Treasurer)

By Catherine Haddow, 10Publishing, £6.99
(to buy - type book name and author in strapline

or phone 10Publishing on 0330 2233423)

Globally, we’ve never been more anxious. Statistics for those
seeking help for anxiety are rising rapidly and countless people
feel isolated and alone. Maybe you’re one of them.

If so, then this timely and helpful book on anxiety is for you.
Chartered psychologist and experienced counsellor Catherine
Haddow speaks truth to calm fearful minds and hearts.

Catherine explains how anxiety operates in our bodies at a
physical and spiritual level. She then unpacks how the treasure
of the gospel can alter our experience of anxiety, pointing to

how God’s promises penetrate our struggles. Ultimately, deep and lasting peace can be
found, not in a process, but in the person of Jesus who meets us in our fear and brokenness.

Thank you all who generously made donations to the Christmas Appeal for these
two charities.

Throughout 2020 we were able to send £1,200 to Harlow Foodbank. The Director of
Operations at Foodbank has asked me to convey her gratitude for these donations at a
time when the charity is being called on more than ever to support families and
individuals who are in extreme need.

John Hutchings

HARLOW FOODBANK  &
ACTION FOR CHILDREN
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SUNDAY SERVICES - if we are worshipping in church,
please read the following before you come to a service

We are required to have
1. one-way system - so entry through Howard Way doors, and doors open
during the services, so it is cold in church.  Please wear warm clothing.
2. a steward will keep a list of those attending for track and trace purposes,
3. a hand-sanitise station is on the left of entry door, or access to toilets for hand-
washing,
4.. a church steward will show you to seat, starting from the front.  You must not
change to a different seat.
5. exit will be by front right hand church door, through fire-door in corridor to
the car park or along the corridor and back out the Howard Way door.
6.  You must wear a mask during your time on church premises.
Please note
Don’t come to church if you have any sign of any transmittable illness.
Social-distancing is required at all times - please observe if using toilets.
It will be cold in church, due to open doors.  Please wrap up warmly.
Adults must only use the adults’ toilets near the Howard Way entrance or the
disabled toilet.
Children must only use the children’s toilets near the back door.
We are not allowed to sing in church.
Your offering will be by using the box by the entrance or exit doors.
There will be no coffee or refreshments served.
The services will be relayed electronically via Zoom for those who wish/need to
stay at home.  You can get the link from Rev Blair.

TRANSFERRED MEMBERSHIP

Eddie and Margery Collier transferred their membership
 from St James Staple Tye to St Andrew's, on 31st January 2021.

They have been worshipping with us for some time, both at Sunday Services
and Monday Bible Studies.

May God bless them as they continue their Christian journey with us.

All updates on church information are on our
CHURCH WEBSITE www.standrewsharlow.org.uk

If you get an old version at first, press the F5 key to refresh.
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Dear Friends,
During the difficult months we have

endured, I have been thankful for many things
but when life has got me down, I have turned
to the words Jesus spoke to the crowds at the
end of Matthew 11.

‘Take my yoke upon you, and I will
give you rest.’

But when I looked them up, to quote a bit
more of the text, I found my memory was a bit
faulty!

Just before he said these soothing words,
Jesus had been denouncing some local towns
where he’d performed most of his miracles up
to this point in his ministry.

‘If I’d done them in Tyre and Sidon
they’d have repented long ago in
sackcloth and ashes,’ Jesus remonstrated.

Then he started to pray to his Father, aloud,
for everyone to hear, and as suddenly

switched back to talking to the crowd.  And
here is what he actually said,

‘Come to me, all you who are weary
and burdened, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke on you and learn from
me, because I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your
souls.  For my yoke is easy to bear, and
my load is not hard to carry. ‘

So this is what we can learn about Jesus
from his conversation - he’s welcoming;  a
teacher;  gentle;  humble;  kind.

But we have to be prepared to play our part
if we are going to reap the benefit.  We have to
come to him; accept his rest for our souls;
share his yoke;   be prepared to learn.

And always remember that his load is light.
‘Gentle and humble’ were not attitudes

that were looked on as good in those days.
Jesus was being radical.

‘Come to me’ was an invitation to
become a disciple - and it still is.

To ‘find rest for our souls’ we have to
come to Jesus.  There are no half-measures.

May God bless you and keep you,
Hazel Taylor

Mountains make you feel better
The natural environment can make a

real impact on your mood. Mountains
can leave you feeling more optimistic,
while the ocean can help boost your
inspiration.

A recent study at Goldsmiths
University of London found that water
is most effective at increasing positive
emotions, such as happiness and
inspiration.  Woodlands can help you
forget your worries, and fields and
meadows can enhance your energy
levels.

Something to remember when we can,
once again, go on holiday or have a day out!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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Dear Members and Friends of St Andrew’s Church,
I am writing to let you know that Covid 19 has been taking a toll on Church finances

both at an Area and congregational level. One of our bigger churches in Haebea has now
notified us that it will not be able to make its full quarterly payment in April.  This will
obviously have a negative effect on Haebea finances and eventually on the finances of all of
our churches.  At a staff meeting last week we therefore decided that we should do three
things. 1) We asked our Area Facilitator, Michael Beccato-Fischer, to write to the said church
a  sympathetic letter saying that we understand their difficulties, support them with our
prayers, and ask that they do the best that they can with the payments. 2)  We decided that the
URC Eastern Synod Ministry and Mission Advocate, Mrs Faith Paulding, and the Methodist
BEH District Chairman, Rev David Chapman, should be told that some of our churches are
now coming to a financial crisis point. These two people have now been notified.  3) All staff
were commissioned to write to their church members a letter noting that Covid 19 is causing
considerable financial difficulties at a congregational and Area level and asking people to
consider a one-time gift to their church or an increase in their regular giving.  Local churches
would then be in a position to give some or all of that money to Haebea, in order that the Area
accounts can be balanced.

So, with a view to the above, if you would like to make a one-time gift to St Andrews
please could you either make out a cheque to St Andrew’s Methodist Church and send it to
Joe Ike-Impraim or do a bank transfer to

Account Name:       (for Ike’s address for posting,
Bank:           (   or these St Andrew’s Bank details
Sort Code: & Account Number:  (   contact treasurer@standrewsharlow.org.uk

Likewise, if you would like to increase your regular giving please do so by increasing the
value of your regular cheques or standing orders. If you do make a bank transfer or
setup/changed your Standing Order, do please let Joe-Ike know (contact as above) so that he
can check to see that the money has gone in correctly. For those who are eligible, all money
will be gift-aided and this will,  of course, increase the value of your gift putting the church in
a better position. If you are not registered as a gift-aid giver and would like to be, please could
you contact Andrew Wong (giftaid@standrewsharlow.org.uk.
Thanks so much for your prayerful consideration of this matter. I am, of course, aware that
some of you will not be in a position to give any more to the church at this time, but if you are
able and willing then your help will strengthen the work of Christ as we move forward in
mission. As ever, the church is grateful for whatever you do, say, or give for purposes of
Christ.

With every blessing, Rev Blair

BIBLE READING NOTES

New Daylight Bible Reading Notes are available from the Bible Reading
Fellowship.  Joe Ike Imraim can order for you via the church order, if you contact him in
early February. (see names’ page, inside cover)  There are three A5 booklets to cover the
year, with a themed  Bible passage and commentary for each day.  They also do a larger
print, A4 deluxe version.  Bible reading is an essential part of our Christian walk - not an
optional extra!
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Solution below

PRAISE GOD IN ALL THINGS

                       Living Lord,
May I rest my hope in you and know that I can tell you anything.
I can share my deepest fears and times of joy.
Help me to remember that you are by my side when I laugh and
when I cry.  You are just a breath away.
Give me wisdom and patience and help me to see the good around me.
We give thanks for our church, our friends, our relatives.  We give thanks for
healing and fortitude.
We pray that as the vaccine is rolled out we can return to a more normal life.
We thank you for signs of Spring and the wonder of your creation.

May we praise you as we pray in your holy name,  Amen.

PRAYER

Shrove Tuesday is 16th February

BEWARE HAND SANITISER
Don’t let vulnerable members of your family accidentally poison

themselves with hand sanitiser. It can kill them.
Poisonings from swallowing alcohol-based hand sanitiser have more

than doubled in the past year, to nearly 400. Doctors from the Centre for
Evidence Based Medicine at the University of Oxford urge that more
needs to be done to protect children, the elderly or anyone with mental
health issues, from mistaking the sanitiser for a drink. Parish Pump

Because half of our distributed magazines are now viewed online, part of
every page is in colour.  Unfortunately, because of cost, we can’t print in
colour.  This is why some headings etc, are slightly lighter than others. Editor



We continue The Bible Series,
an overview of the BIBLE

and the amazing GOD
who inspired it.

Including where we’ve come from
and where we’re going.

This will continue to be part of our
Sunday Morning Zoom Worship

during February.
This is a Bible Society Production.
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Flowers:
 contact Margaret Mountsteven

or Hazel
Please let one of the above have the money and any colour preferences

two weeks before your flower date.

FLOWERS IN CHURCH

We need someone to offer help with
arranging flowers for the church services.

To continue providing freshly arranged flowers each week, when we are
worshipping in church again, we need at least one more person to join us.

Please phone or email Margaret or Hazel if you can help.

STARS

No Meetings until after Easter

ORIGINS
& MEANINGS

IN OUR
SUNDAY SERVICES
ON ZOOM
IN FEBRUARY

EXODUS
& FREEDOM

EXILE
& PEACE

HOPE
& HOME

MESSIAH
& LOVE

SPIRIT &
COMMUNITY

THE BIBLE SERIES



SUNDAY  7th        10.30am Morning Worship - Rev Blair Kirkby
 SUNDAY 14th 10.30am Morning Worship - Mrs Susan Swindale

16th SHROVE  TUESDAY

Wednesday 17th 12 noon ZOOM Service for Ash Wednesday - Rev Blair Kirkby

SUNDAY 21st 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev Blair Kirkby

SUNDAY   28th   10.30am Morning Worship - Mr David Swindale

BIBLE STUDIES ON ZOOM
Contact Rev Blair for Zoom links

ALTERNATE SUNDAYS  - 6pm - Family Bible Study - children welcome.
MONDAY  12noon  - Eat your lunch as you share in a Bible discussion. Rev Blair leads.
TUESDAY  7.15 for 7.30pm - Led by  David Swindale.
THURSDAY 7.00pm - Led by Fred Arthur
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NO SATURDAY OR SUNDAY COFFEE OR SPUD AND PUD LUNCHES

F
E
B
R
U
A
R
Y

FEBRUARY DIARY

SUNDAY CLUB

SUNDAY CLUB ON ZOOM

Every Sunday Afternoon until we are back in church
Everyone within the age groups welcome.
You don’t have to belong to St Andrew’s - just get the Zoom-link
from Rev Blair at least 24 hours before.    (Contact details on page 1)
You do have to be visible and audible during the sessions.

PRIMARY AGE: 3 - 4 pm.      SENIOR AGE: 4 - 5pm.

F
E
B
R
U
A
R
Y



Friday   5th  WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

Saturday 6th 2.30pm Church Council Meeting on ZOOM - (note change of date)

SUNDAY 7th 10.30am Morning Worship  - Rev Blair Kirkby

SUNDAY 14th 10.30am Morning Worship on Mothering Sunday - Rev John Buxton

Saturday  20th 11.00am Possibly Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY 21st 10.30am Morning Worship - Mr Ruzive Mhiribidi

SUNDAY 28th 10.30am Morning Worship -  Rev Blair Kirkby
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M
A
R
C
H

CRÈCHE - only
if we are in church

MARCH DIARY

SUNDAY  CLUB
if we are in

CHURCH -
10.30am.

(If not, on ZOOM
on SUNDAY S

3 - 4pm Primary
4 - 5pm Older

group)

                                              1st April - No Maundy Thursday Service
                            2nd April - Good Friday Service on Zoom
                                           at 10.30am led by Rev Blair Kirkby

EASTER DAY - SUNDAY 4th APRIL: 10.30am
we hope to have our service in church & on Zoom
to celebrate Christ’s victory over all forms of death

* * * * * * * *
Sunday 27th June - A Service of Adult Baptism.

EASTER

M
A
R
C
H


