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Rev Blair Kirkby
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email: bkirkby@msn.com

Rev John Buxton, M A (Cantab)
15 The Drive, Harlow, CM20 3QD
Home: 422661
email: minister2@standrewsharlow.org.uk

Dear Friends,

He who rejects change is the architect of decay.  The only human institution which rejects
progress is the cemetery.  Harold Wilson

All changes, even the most longed for, have their melancholy; for what we leave behind us
is a part of ourselves; we must die to one life before we can enter another.  Anatole France

Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain; but if
it dies, it yields a rich harvest.  Jesus (Jn. 12:24 )

With a view to the fact that the influence of Covid 19 in the U.K. is beginning to recede,
there is both much to celebrate and much to contemplate. As for things to celebrate
consider the following: that we will soon be able to hug one another again; that the
wearing of face masks in public buildings will soon no longer be a legal requirement; that
we may soon be able to gather in large groups for worship without a legal requirement to
distance ourselves from one another; and that we may soon be able to sing praises together
to the Lord with all the volume and enthusiasm we can derive. All of these things, which
are in the process of coming to be, in large measure because of a very successful vaccine
programme, are cause for joy. Indeed, I can hardly wait until we can have a cup of coffee
together in the Hall after church.

However, we would be foolish if we did not also recognise that now is the time to
contemplate what kind of church we want to be in a post-pandemic world - where things
will not, and perhaps, should not be the same as they were in the pre-pandemic world.
Many of our key people have got older and won’t be able to come out as much as they did.
The use of computer technology for meetings and services has made for the possibility of
doing much more with one another without leaving our homes. Old programmes and
services that were once very successful like the Spud and Pud Saturday lunch and the
monthly Thursday worship service have experienced decreasing support for some years
now and, given that those who went to them are now that much older, now might be the
time to let them die. Church service attendance numbers are not likely to be back to pre-
pandemic levels for some time and one estimate predicts that most church attendance
across the country is likely to be down 20% even when the Government relaxes all
regulations at the end of June.

There is a lot to contemplate in all of this. The world is changing, much that was
precious about the past is in the process of dying, and Covid 19 seems to have accelerated
those processes of change and death to levels which are now quite uncomfortable and dis-
concerting. But here is the good news. As people of faith, we believe God is at work even

Continued on next page



2

QUOTABLE QUOTES

To spend an hour worrying on our knees is not prayer. Indeed, there are times when it is our
duty, having committed a problem to God in prayer, to stop praying and to trust and to do
the necessary work to arrive at a solution. – Oliver Barclay

Prayer is not an argument with God to persuade Him to move things our way, but an
exercise by which we are enabled by the Holy Spirit to move ourselves His way.  –

Leonard Ravenshill

The Spirit is not given to make Bible study needless, but to make it effective. – JI Packer

The real measure of a man’s wealth is what he has invested in eternity.

Thank God for what you have, TRUST GOD for what you need.

It is possible to be so active in the service of Christ as to forget to love Him.  – P T Forsyth

Blessed are the peacemakers; they will never be unemployed.

Laughter is God’s sunshine.

Among the attributes of God, although they are all equal, mercy shines with even more
brilliancy than justice. – Cervantes

A church council is a gathering of important people who singly can do nothing, but together
can decide that nothing can be done.

It is the person who most knows himself liable to fall that will be most ready to overlook any
offences from his fellow men.  – Alexander Auld

It’s easier to fight for one’s principles than to live up to them.

Even if you are on the right track, you’ll get run over if you just sit there.

in the places, perhaps especially in the places, where we feel ourselves to be dying. When
Jesus said, “unless a grain of wheat dies it cannot yield a rich harvest,” he meant to
suggest that greater growth comes if, and only if, there is a dying process.

My guess is that the next six months at the church will be challenging. As old pro-
grammes and old human bodies experience the normal processes of death and life, we
shall, no doubt, feel more than a little anxiety. However, we put our trust in a God who is
making all things new, who brings life out of death, and who has shown us a love in Jesus,
which is reaching out to all people with indefatigable grace. So, it must be that countless
good things are still yet to come, and His marvels will be wonderful to behold.

In and with the love of Christ,
Blair
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This page can be cut out and coloured

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE -

IN LOVING MEMORY

of Lesley Malcolm who died on 29th April 2021.
and

of Matthew Franklin who died on 8th May 2021

IN MEMORY
on the anniversary of the death of Lily Ford who

died on 25th July 2019

I wish to express my thanks for all the
words of sympathy that have been given
to me on the death of my wife Lesley.

Unbeknown to either of us her health
was in a more parlous state than either
of us knew. Once again, a big thank you.

With many thanks
Ian Malcolm.

We have FOUR ZOOM BIBLE STUDIES TO CHOOSE FROM.

The details are on page 11.

A TRIBUTE to LESLEY MALCOLM

Lesley and Ian met and married at City
Temple in London and moved together to
Harlow in 1977. They continued to worship
at City Temple after their first son David was
born but after their 2nd son Lee was born
with multiple physical and mental
disabilities they began to worship at St.
Andrews. Lesley was a wonderful and caring
mother but after Lee’s birth her health began
to suffer and she had to have occasional
spells in hospital especially after Lee was
taken into residential care and eventually
died. After some time Lesley started to come
to Women’s Fellowship where she was a star
at our quiz afternoons. She was very well
read and intelligent and had a good sense of
humour.
We mourn her passing and our thoughts and
prayers are with Ian, David and his family.

Margaret Torkildsen
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SM

ILE LINES

SMILE LINES
PRAYER

All updates on church information are on our
CHURCH WEBSITE www.standrewsharlow.org.uk

If you get an old version at first, press the F5 key to refresh.

The way we might sing some well-known hymns if we were being honest:
I Surrender Some
There Shall Be Sprinkles of Blessings
Fill My Spoon, Lord
Oh, How I Like Jesus
He’s Quite a Bit to Me
I Love to Talk About Telling the Story

The children had been grouped together around the minister to pose for the annual Sunday
School photograph, and the minister was smiling encouragement.

“Just think how nice it will be to look at it when you are all grown up,” he said.  “You could
point to each other and say: ‘There’s Jennifer; hope she’s made it as a solicitor,’ or ‘That’s
Michael, hope he’s made it as a doctor.'”

A small voice at the back rang out, “And there’s the minister – hope he made it to heaven…”

How to stay safe this year -
Avoid riding in cars and buses etc. They are responsible for 20% of all fatal accidents.
Do not stay home. 17% of all accidents occur in the home.
Avoid walking on streets or pavements. 14% of all accidents occur to pedestrians.
Avoid travelling by air, rail, or water. 16% of all accidents involve these forms of transportation.
Of the remaining 33%, 32% of all deaths occur in Hospitals. So, above all else, avoid hospitals.

BUT - You will be pleased to learn that only .001% of all deaths occur in worship services in
church, and these are usually related to previous physical disorders. Therefore, logic tells us
that the safest place for you to be at any given point in time is at church!

A Bible study is safe, too. In fact, the percentage of deaths that occur during Bible study is not
even .001%.  So, attend church, and read your Bible – IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE!

A teacher posed the following problem to one of her maths classes:  “A wealthy man dies and
leaves ten million pounds. One-fifth is to go to his wife, one-fifth is to go to his son, one-sixth to
his butler, and the rest to charity. Now, what does each get?”

After a very long silence in the classroom, one little boy raised his hand and suggested:
“A solicitor?”

Take My Life and Let Me Be
It is My Secret What God Can Do
There is Scattered Cloudiness in My Soul Today
Where He Leads Me, I Will Consider Following
Just As I Pretend to Be
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Father,
At this time of year, we remember Barnabas, a good
man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, who
encouraged people to stay true to you – and others to
trust you for the first time.
Lord, we have gone through difficult days. The pandemic has taught us that
we are not in control. We don’t know what each new day might bring. As we
move into June and the hope of more normality after the restrictions of
Lockdown, we too need encouragement.
Help us to have courage to step forward with confidence and common sense.
Most of all help us to stay true to you and to trust you, knowing that you are
the security we need, knowing that you will never leave us or forsake us. Help
us to be encouraged!

In Jesus name, Amen.

Parish Pump

PRAYER

This should be an exciting day. Assuming that the Government plan to relax regulations
stays on course, this Sunday will be the first one at which we can sit a little closer to one
another, not have to wear face masks, and perhaps most importantly of all, sing!

Joanne Castle and Amir are to be baptised by immersion and Curtis Impraim will be
confirmed. There will be no Sunday Club so that all children will be able to witness the
events and the sermon will be brief.  Do plan to be there. We are going to praise God for all
of His many blessings and it is going to be wonderful!

Please keep them in your prayers as they prepare to make a public commitment to their
Lord and Saviour.

Action for Children

I am sorry to say that I am unable to continue with the collection and forwarding of money
to Action for Children and would be pleased to know of anyone who would be willing to
take over this work. I would be very happy to explain just what is involved to anyone
interested.
There may be some Action for Children home collecting boxes that need to be emptied and
the money sent on. If you have one and can bring it to church before the end of June, to be
kept safe in the locked vestry, the money you have collected can be added to the year’s total.
The boxes will not be returned to you until a replacement for me is appointed. A huge
‘thank you’ to all those who have given so generously over many years.

John Hutchings
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SUNDAY SERVICES
please read the following before you come to a service

 21st June - all the rules we have been following still apply.

WEAR A FACE-MASK.       ONE-WAY SYSTEM.       USE SANITISER OR WASH HANDS.

NAME AND CONTACT DETAIL RECORDED.    STAY SITTING IN THE SEAT YOU ARE ALLOCATED.

EXIT VIA CAR PARK.        STAY 2 METRES APART.

DOORS WILL BE OPEN, SO WRAP UP IF IT’S COLD.  ADULTS TO USE TOILETS NEAR

ENTRANCE OR DISABLED TOILET ONLY.

CHILDREN USE THEIR TOILETS NEAR BACK DOOR.

NO SINGING ALLOWED - BUT YOU CAN HUM TO HYMNS.

WE WILL TO BE ABLE TO TAKE COMMUNION
IN A SAFE MANNER DURING THE SERVICE ON 6th JUNE .

Harlow Food Bank

We have all heard how, across the nation, people suffering food hardship have been turning
more and more to Food Banks for relief. Harlow is no exception and throughout the pandemic
the work of the Food Bank at Houlsham Hall Farm has been busier than ever. I am so proud that
members and friends at St Andrew’s are so generous in the help they give. We cannot bring food
at the moment because of the restrictions at church but people have been showing their love and
concern by sending money. This can be done online by visiting the ‘Just Giving’ page of their
website but if you wish it to be counted as part of the St Andrew’s outreach, you can post me
cheques to my home address. The cheques should be made payable to ‘Michael Roberts
Charitable Trust’. I will forward your donations. So far this year we have sent £435 to Harlow
Foodbank. The CEO Andy Thornton and the Director of Operations Margaret O’Donovan has
asked me to pass on to you their grateful thanks.

John Hutchings
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Dear Friends,
The chapter on love by St Paul has always

been one of my favourites. (1 Corinthians 13)
But I had been brought up to believe that
Jesus didn’t say much about love.  Then after
Easter, in the New Daylight readings we
came to John 21: 17-19.  Jesus is talking to
Peter soon after his disciple’s three denials of
even knowing his Master.  And Jesus asks
him three times, ‘Do you love me?’  Each time
Peter says ‘Yes’.

This is on the last page of John’s Gospel,
probably the last conversations before they
all went to the hill from which Jesus ascended
to his Father.  And Jesus talks of love.  Jesus’
words to Peter each time he said yes, he loves
him were how he should continue his life
once Jesus had returned to heaven.  Each time
it was to care for others: ‘Take care of my
lambs; take care of my sheep; take care of my
sheep’.

Jesus didn’t ask if Peter would be more
faithful in future; he didn’t tell him off; he
didn’t give a last-minute pep-talk to his
disciples to make sure they put in the hours,
preached the right message, used the right
phrases – he asked the one who had let him
down if he loved him.

Jesus also told his disciples to go into all
the world and preach the Good News to
everyone everywhere.

Earlier in his ministry, when some
Pharisees came to Jesus to warn him of
imminent danger if he stayed in Jerusalem,

he spoke these words, ‘O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem!  The city that murders the
prophets.  The city that stones those sent to
help her.  How often I have wanted to gather
your children together even as a hen protects
her brood under her wings, but you wouldn’t
let me.’ Luke 13:34.

I’ve been watching a pair of robins build
their nest on a shelf in my garden shed.  The
female laid four eggs then cared for them,
only leaving for a few minutes to feed. Once
the eggs hatched I turned the earth outside
the shed so both parents could find worms
and grubs more easily to feed the babies
until they were ready to fledge.  The
dedication and sheer hard work over a five
week period was amazing to watch.  And
because the baby robins had got used to my
voice over the two weeks they were in the
nest, they trusted me as they did their
parents.  And Jesus likened his care for
people of his day to that of a mother hen.

Even the prophets of the Old Testament
likened God to a Father and Mother.  Hosea
writes that God taught Ephraim, (part of
Israel) to walk.  He says, ‘I led them with
cords of love, I bent down to feed them.’
Hosea 11: 3-4.

‘Can a mother forget her little child and
not have love for her own son?  Yet even if
that should be, I will not forget you.’ Isaiah
49:15.

Love comes first, then Jesus invites us to
follow him.

As St Paul said at the end of that
wonderful love-poem – But now faith, hope
and love abide; but the greatest of these is
love.

May God bless you and keep you,
Hazel Taylor

POP-IN PRAYERS IS STARTING IN JUNE
IN JUNE WE WILL MEET IN THE FOYER.   6 PEOPLE MAXIMUM.

 PLEASE PHONE HAZEL IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO COME.
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Beth and I have a problem with ear worms. Do you?

They can be very irritating, they nearly drive us insane and they are very difficult to get rid of. But don’t
worry, most people will get them from time to time and they are certainly not dangerous. In case you don’t
know, an ear worm is a tune that comes into your head maybe early in the morning and stays with you all
day - sometimes for several days before it decides to leave you and go off and haunt someone else. Usually
you have no idea what put it there or why it keeps returning; sometimes it’s a tune you like and sometimes
you wish it would just leave you alone and go away.

We know just why a recent ear worm decided to lodge itself into our brains. We had been catching up on a
TV detective series we had missed called ‘Unforgotten’. It stars actors, Nicola Walker and Sanjeev Bhaskar
whom we both rate highly. But it is the music that introduces each episode that was the cause of our latest
ear worm. The germ of the tune was very short; just three consecutive ascending notes followed by a fourth
note that drops down below where the tune started. It varies a little, of course, as the tune goes on but it
is so simple that it lodged itself in our minds and wouldn’t go away. It so got to us to such an extent that I
just had to look up the lyrics and read about the pop duo who wrote and sang their song. They are called ‘O
Wonder’ and the song is called ‘All We Do’. The couple’s names are Josephine Vander Gucht and Anthony
West. The words of the song, cutting out all the many repeated lines and phrases, are as follows:

All we do is hide away
All we do is chase the day
All we do is lie and wait
All we do is feel the fade

I've been upside down
I don't wanna be the right way round
Can't find paradise on the ground

All we do is play it safe
All we do is live inside a cage
All I did was fail today
All I wanna be is whites in waves

All I did was fail today
All we do, all we do . . .

Whenever I read a piece of poetry - and this is poetry - I first ask myself “How does this make me feel?” and
then I ask “What do I think the words mean and what does the poet really mean.” I have to say the words
made me feel sad. Do they speak of a wasted life, a running away from reality, a need to be different, a
feeling of worthlessness and self loathing? Then I asked myself “I wonder how many sermons Rev. Blair or
others of our preachers could get out of this song?” I can think of quite a few.

Sometimes when reading poetry it may be better not to delve too deeply into an analysis of what the poet
really meant. It might restrict the impact it has on the reader’s emotions or even lead to disillusionment.
The same applies to music. The composer Ralph Vaughan Williams once said, “Why do people so insist on
knowing what my music means? Can’t I be allowed to write a piece of music without it meaning anything?” At
the risk of disillusionment, listen to what Josephine had to say about ‘All we do’.

“All We Do” was a big thing for us. We wrote it on the eve of New Year’s Eve and it just poured out of us. It
was 1.00am and we’d been working all evening, then I sat down at the piano, played, and Ant started singing
“All we do” and we wrote it in four minutes. It just popped out. It was really important to us to write a song
about ignoring the monotony of life and challenging yourself as a human. It’s so hard to do because humans
are lazy, they like comfort and excuses and procrastinating, but the sentiment behind “All We Do” is the
point when we started following our dreams and embarking on a new thing.”

No need for me to have felt sad, then. “Following our dreams and embarking on a new thing” are intrinsically
Christian precepts. And even failure has a nobility about it. Better to have tried and failed than not to have
tried.  If you are able, try listening to ‘All We Do’ on Youtube. Be careful of the ear worms though!

    John Hutchings
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St Andrews
 wish Alberta & Lloyd

blessings on their Wedding Day -
5th June at 12 noon

Due to Covid 19 restrictions only family members can attend,
however the ceremony will be available via zoom.

The link will be in the Thursday
Mailout of 3rd June.

We wish the family much happiness
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HAEBEA: CATCH THE VISION FOR GOD’S TOMORROW

On Saturday 15 May, we held an Area Vision Day to consider what God might be calling
us to do and be as we emerge from lockdown.

Sessions were engaging and break-out groups were lively. Everyone attending felt it
important to earnestly participate in trying to discern God’s purpose.

We discussed the challenge of what a post-pandemic church might look like; how we
might consider sustaining church life and fellowship using ‘mixed economy’ approaches to
worship (in person and via Zoom); becoming more evangelistic; being renewed by God, etc.

Cecil led a session on Emerging from Lockdown. Blair led Bible study, imagining how we
might throw caution to the wind in obedience to Christ. Debbie led a session on how we
might facilitate growth.

The feedback was positive with outcomes to be taken to the Area Meeting in due course
as we determine next steps.
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Flowers:
 contact Margaret Mountsteven

or Hazel
Please let one of the above have the money and any colour preferences

two weeks before your flower date.

STARS
Each Tuesday in term time @ 10am

Contact: Alison Brand

 JULY
4th free

 11th free
   18th Yvonne Jones
 25th free

The flower rota for the rest of the year is on the notice
board in the corridor.  Please add your name if you
want to provide flowers, or see Margaret or Hazel.

Our Sunday Club Leader, Joanne Castle has asked
for offers to help with our young people’s work.
This can be on a rota basis.  Please phone or email
her or Rev Blair for more information, if you would
like to consider helping our church grow.

OUR THANKS
TO EVERYONE
WHO HELPS

IN OUR CHURCH

First Tuesday OFFER WANTED
Second Tuesday  Gisela Heinecke
Third Tuesday   Gay Brown
Fourth Tuesday  Gisela Heinecke

Regular helper at start and finish - Andrew Proctor

ON 12th JUNE
WE WISH OUR QUEEN A HAPPY 95th BIRTHDAY

AND PRAY THAT GOD WILL BLESS HER.

HELPERS



PLEASE READ THE GUIDELINES ON PAGE 6
BEFORE YOU COME TO CHURCH

SUNDAY  6th        10.30am Morning Worship and Holy Communion - Rev Blair Kirkby
Saturday  12th 2.30pm Pastoral Carers’ Meeting - on ZOOM

SUNDAY 13th   10.30am Morning Worship - Mr David Swindale

Saturday 19th 11.00am Pop-in Prayers - please read the note on page  7 if you want to
                         come.  BOOKING A PLACE IS ESSENTIAL.

SUNDAY 20th 10.30am Morning Worship - Prayer and Praise

SUNDAY 27th   10.30am Morning Worship and Baptisms and Confirmation
- Rev Blair Kirkby.  See the note on page 5.

BIBLE STUDIES ON ZOOM
Contact Rev Blair for Zoom links

ALTERNATE SUNDAYS  - 6pm - Family Bible Study - children welcome.
MONDAY  12noon  - Eat your lunch as you share in a Bible discussion. Rev Blair leads.
TUESDAY  7.15 for 7.30pm - Led by  David Swindale.
THURSDAY 7.00pm - Led by Fred Arthur
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NO SATURDAY OR SUNDAY COFFEE - We may resume in September

JUNE DIARY

SUNDAY CLUB
10.30am

in St Andrew’s,
and on 27th all in
church together

WE ARE BACK

WORSHIPPING IN CHURCH

and also on ZOOM

We don’t have helpers
for a crèche.

Could you help?
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Saturday  3rd 2.30pm Church Council Meeting

SUNDAY 4th 10.30am Morning Worship and Holy Communion - Rev Blair Kirkby

SUNDAY 11th 10.30am Morning Worship - Mr Andrew Dipper

 Saturday 17th 11.00am Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY  18th 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton

SUNDAY 25th 10.30am Morning Worship - Prayer and Praise
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JULY DIARYSUNDAY CLUB
10.30am
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We don’t have helpers
for a crèche.

Could you help?


